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START

PLANNING

A taste of Bordeaux
This tour will immerse you into the finest of French food, wine, history and
culture. Taste delicate earthy truffles, sample exquisite wines from the cellar
door and marvel at spectacular countryside on your small-group tour.
Travel over soaring mountains and the Atlantic coast in search of enchanting
castles and otherworldly caves over nine glorious days.

•
•
•
•

Sample fresh oysters & rich Bordeaux reds
Sleep beneath turrets in Carcassonne
Explore charming fortified city of Biarritz
Join the hunt for black truffles at a local farm

9-DAYS FROM AUD$4,249PP*

FIND OUT MORE

Champagne & Great War Canal Cruise
Spend 7-days onboard your boutique hotel barge as you cruise Marne
Canal. Visit the famous Champagne Tourist Route, the Battlefields of the
Marne, the Museum of the Great War, and a tour of Les Invalides in Paris.
Your unique barge canal cruise includes all meals, select beverages and
private transportation throughout.

•
•
•
•

Tour the Aisne-Marne American Cemetery
Guided tour of Museum of the Great War
Visit the famous Champagne Tourist Route
Tour of Paris and Les Invalides

7-DAYS FROM AUD$4,699PP*

FIND OUT MORE

Loire Valley Canal Cruise
Cruise through the stunning former Berry province and the
incredible Sologne region. Take a magnificent tour of memorable
sites, historic cities and prestigious vineyards.

•

Marvel at the Briare Aqueduct, one of France’s most
prestigous waterways.

•

Stroll through well-preserved historic sites of this
exceptional traditional region of France.

•

Enjoy included drinks and onboard meals as well as a Gala
dinner and welcome cocktails.

7-DAYS FROM AUD$3,999PP*
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DEPARTURE

LOUNGE
Questions
answered
WHAT TYPE OF
ACCOMMODATION
CAN I EXPECT?
As part of the Back-Roads
difference, we prefer to stay in
traditional properties in historic
buildings, avoiding larger chain
hotels. These properties range
from country inns to town
centre hotels and even the
occasional castle.

Travel Tips
1

Avoid nasty cuts from disposable razors when you dive into your toilet
bag by ‘sealing’ the end of a razor with a binding clip.

2

To stop your shoes from making a mess in your suitcase, simply grab
the shower cap from your hotel room and cover them.

3

To keep your shirt collars nice in shape for your travels, use your belt to
loop inside the collar when you pack and voila!

Because of their historic
status, some hotels may not
have lifts in order to protect
their heritage-listing. This
is offset by the charm and
unique character and history
uncovered in such locations.
The majority of our properties
are 3-4 Stars, but instead of
going by the official grading
(based on facilities, rather
than standard), we select our
hotels by their unique quality
and locations. All rooms
have private have en-suite
bathrooms and daily breakfast
is always included.

Next month...
Don’t miss our July magazine where we explore the history and charms of Britain and celebrate the royal
family. We’ll take an in-depth look at the castles and their showpiece gardens. We’ll also visit the stunning
Halong Bay in Vietnam.
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FIND OUT MORE

Six new culinary experiences
With our new Asia tours commencing in September, there is no better time to start planning your next experiential
holiday.
Immerse yourself in a local cooking class in Siem Reap, Cambodia for a hands-on culinary treat, or savour authentic
Khmer cuisine with a local family. In Hue, Vietnam, dine in an ancient garden house surrounded by lush tropical gardens
and in Saigon, fall in love with the national dish, Pho.
In Thailand, take to the water on a dinner cruise as you soak up the tranquil surrounds of Uthai Thani province, or taste
your way through Thailand’s city streets in Bangkok or Chiang Mai.

Travel spotlight
If you’re a fan of cruising, then we showcase an alternative to typical
European river cruising you will love on Page 8.
Arriving just steps from the heart of small villages and quaint towns
that line the shores of French canals, barge cruising with Back-Roads is
an unforgettable experience.

Fun Fact
Louis XIX was the King of France for just 20 minutes, the shortest ever
reign. He ascended to the French throne in July 1830 after his father
Charles X abdicated, but abdicated himself merely 20 minutes later,
passing the reigns over to his nephew, the Duke of Bordeaux.

www.backroadstouring.com
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GRANADA - SPAIN

L

ocated in the foothills of the majestic Sierra
Nevada mountains of southern Spain,
Granada is renowned for its delicious tapas
and traditional teahouses.
But the real treasure here is the grand medieval
architecture of the Alhambra, a palace and
fortress built in AD889 during the Moorish
occupation.

Perched on a hilltop overlooking the city, the
former Islamic fortress encompasses royal
palaces, serene patios and reflecting pools from
the Nasrid dynasty, as well as fountains and
orchards of the Generalife gardens.

See Granada for yourself on our 11-day IBERIAN
INSPIRATION tour that also takes in Toledo,
Cardoba, Ronda, Aracena and much more.

FIND OUT MORE

www.backroadstouring.com
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TRAVEL
SPOTLIGHT

FRENCH BARGE

Canal cruising
• Writer: Jason Dutton-Smith

Cruising the canals of France is not
only an idyllic way to enjoy the rich
offerings of the French countryside,
but a great alternative to the
traditional European river cruise...
TOP LEFT: Your boutique floating hotel. TOP MIDDLE: Dining room.
TOP RIGHT: See the Eiffel Tower on departure.
LEFT: The sun deck with onboard spa.
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T

rue to the company name,
our off-the-beaten-path
philosophy extends to the
waterways as well.

A unique and relaxing way to take
in the beautiful, ever-changing
landscapes of France, canal cruising
by barge provides and intimate
opportunity to explore the country’s
lesser known waterways and visit
quaint, out-of-the-way villages in
both Burgundy and Provence.

CANAL CRUISES
Sailing round-trip from Paris, barge
cruising takes the canal arteries
throughout France avoiding the
larger, more congested river systems
like the Seine.
Canal cruising gets you up close and
personal to small towns and villages
where disembarking means you
step straight into the heart of your
destination.

ONBOARD A BARGE CRUISE
With just 20 passengers onboard, this
is the ultimate in small-group touring.
Both the company’s river vessels, MS

Jeanine and MS Anne-Marie, have
their own dedicated chefs preparing
exquisite dishes related to the region,
and locally-sourced ingredients from
towns and villages along the way.
Meals are served in the restaurant or
on the BBQ deck under the stars accompanied by fine French wine of
course.
While tours are included, ample time
in each stop is dedicated to exploring
at your own pace. Take a leisurely
stroll through the villages, enjoy local
markets or shops, or maybe use one
of the onboard bicycles to explore
the nearby surroundings.
An experienced Back-Roads tour
leader, along with a professional
crew, travel with you throughout
the journey providing insightful
commentary and ensuring your every
need is met.

from the outside, the modern interior
is always a pleasant surprise.
The lounge and bar areas are flooded
with natural light and located in the
heart of the vessel.
While upstairs on the sundeck,
outdoor lounge areas allow you to
sit in the open air while cruising, or
a tranquil place to enjoy an evening
sundowner wine or cocktail under the
stars.

FOOD AND WINE
The dining onboard will certainly
give you a sense of the region’s rich
history and culinary traditions.
Visit Château Clos De Vougeot (on
the Burgundy cruise) – a 12-century
monastic winery that still features its
medieval presses and kitchens.

COMFORT IN QUIRKY
SURROUNDS

On the Provence tour, a visit to a
family-run farm gives you the chance
to taste delicious homemade olive
oils and jams.

With oversized windows to gaze at
the passing scenery, the interior pays
homage to bijou luxury. While the
barge may be traditional looking

Relax onboard with your dedicated
chef for all your meals, or enjoy
eating like a local in one of the many
cafes, boulangeries or patisseries.

BURGUNDY CRUISE 2018 7-days from $4,399pp*

FIND OUT MORE
www.backroadstouring.com
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Q&A

KRISZTI Imre
It sounds like the dream job. We ask one of our
fabulous Tour Leaders what life is like when you’re
permanently travelling.

W

hen you’re on a small-group
tour, having a passionate
and engaged tour leader
can make all the difference to your
holiday.
Here we meet a lifelong traveller
who just adores her work. Find out
more about Kriszti Imre.

WHAT IS IT YOU ENJOY
MOST ABOUT THE JOB?
First, it’s the guests we have from all
over the world.
And as the name of the company
suggests, taking those guests on the
back roads to tour different countries
and show them the hidden gems that
only locals know about, is really one
of the best things we do.
Due to the smaller vehicles we have,
we can access really off the beaten
track destinations that not only
guests but I truly enjoy.

“I CAN NEVER TRAVEL
WITHOUT ... ?”
A good pair of walking shoes and
sunscreen; the two most cherished
items in my backpack and what I
recommend to all travellers.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE
STORY TO SHARE FROM ONE
OF YOUR TOURS?
There is a story every day! It’s too
difficult to choose.
TOP: A beaming Kriszti loves her career as a professional tour leader.
ABOVE: Seville in Spain is one of Kriszti’s favourite cities.

10

The lovely ladies who wrote poetry
and read it out to the group … the
splendid gentleman who’d sailed
the world but had never travelled on
land (he loved it, by the way!) … the
funny man who purchased “hippie”
trousers to fit in with the locals of
Granada … celebrating birthdays or
anniversaries with the group. It’s too
difficult to choose.
Everyone thinks that as tour leaders,
we do it because we get paid to
travel which of course is true to an
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extent. But sharing my love for travel
with people who have been dreaming
about these destinations for years is
really what it’s about for me.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE
MEAL WHILE ON TOUR?
Again, there are just too many to list.
Really!
But if I had to narrow it down to
three, I’d say I am a huge fan of
tapas, having a little taste of many
different meals is just a brilliant idea.
I really like a particular restaurant in
Seville, Spain, where all the tapas
is served with a Peruvian influence.
Great spices and flavours.
My second choice would have to be
a tie between one of the hundreds of
cod-fish recipes the Portuguese have
- bacalhau à bras is my favourite - and

Hungarian lángos (deep fried dough
with garlic, sour cream and grated
cheese). For dessert, nothing beats
a Portuguese custard tart with an
espresso!

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST
ABOUT BEING ON THE
ROAD?
The diversity of every day. Having
breakfast in Madrid and dinner in
Toledo on the same day for example.
I love discovering all the best hidden
restaurants and finding the best
coffees and local specialties.
Visiting, and often re-visiting
museums, learning new things every
single time I go to a place and having
a group of enthusiastic people to
share it with, these are all the things I
enjoy most.

ABOVE: Kriszti enjoys making new discoveries on
every trip.

TRAVELFILE
READY FOR SPAIN?
Our IBERIAN INSPIRATION
tour explores the historic charm
of Córdoba, Granada, Baeza,
Estremoz and Ronda from oldtown boutique hotels.
Among many other highlights,
you’ll also visit Seville and enjoy
a traditional Flamenco show.

FIND OUT MORE
www.backroadstouring.com
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DESTINATION

SPOTLIGHT

• FRENCH DECADENCE •

THE

LOIRE
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Re-live the excesses of the French aristocracy
in this sumptuous valley of delights
It is a living museum showcasing the
decadence of the Renaissance.
Incredible chateaux replete with
artworks by the Masters, intricate
tapestries and ornate furniture, gold,
silver and lace; these preserved
monuments to hedonism are
astonishing and have to be seen to

be believed.
And with these lavish castles,
spectacularly excessive gardens were
often part of the picture.
The Loire Valley has an
embarrassment of riches to explore.
If you’ve never been, you must add it
to your bucket list.

For green thumbs, if there’s one
botanical display you have to see, it’s
the gardens of Chateau Villandry; the
last of the great castles built in the
Loire.
Overlooking the River Cher, the
stunning symmetrical patterns of
this ever-changing masterpiece of
CONTINUED P14

www.backroadstouring.com
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DESTINATION

SPOTLIGHT

You navigate a virtual museum
brimming with Flemish treasures
FROM P13

horticulture are like nothing else.
Three terraces of plantings showcase
very different styles with the kitchen
garden, of all things, among the most
beautiful.
Spread across one hectare with
nine separate sections, the beds
are planted in a chequerboard
arrangement interweaving vegetables
and fruits with flowers – you’ve never
seen edible displays like this.
In a region where superlatives

abound, the story of Château de
Chenonceau more than holds its own.
The “ladies castle” – as it has
become known over the centuries
– evokes equal measures of beauty,
intrigue, misery and awe.
Second only to Versailles, it is the
most popular of the thousands of
former aristocratic residences open
to the public in France. This one is
also privately owned.

ABOVE: The magical Chateau de Chenonceau

Straddling the river Cher near the
small village of Chenonceaux in the
Indre-et-Loire district, the former

There’s
one
botanical
display
you have
to see
ABOVE: Beautiful Villandry is one of the
highlights of the Loire.

home of Catherine de Medici and
Diane de Poitiers, among many other
notable women of French history,
the chateau was once the centre of
power during the Renaissance.
Built on a site first occupied in the
11th century, it has seen triumph
and tragedy over the millennia that
have been wonderfully chronicled for
visitors to immerse themselves in.
As you stroll the vast halls and stately
rooms with an interpretative guided

14
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tour if you so desire, you navigate
a virtual museum brimming with
Flemish treasures, breathtaking
artworks and lavish décor.
The castle first became a royal
property in 1535 when King Francis
I called in unpaid debts and took
ownership for the crown. Later, King
Henry II gave the property to his
mistress De Poitiers who added the
stunning archways over the river that
today house a grand collection of

JUNE 2018

9-DAYS FROM AUD$3,999pp
works by the great masters.
When the King died, De Poitiers
herself was ‘relieved’ of her
magnificent property by a jilted
Catherine de Medici; the widow of
King Henry II decided she would
forcibly “re-home” Diane to take
ownership.
Catherine added significant
improvements and personal touches
of her own to the property that also
served as a World War 1 hospital
for wounded soldiers. In World War
II, its place on the river made it a
demarcation line between the free
and German occupied territories of
France.

Le Belle France
MAXIMUM OF 20 GUESTS
Step into a land of
renowned artists and
royal crusaders, hilltop
monasteries and valley
castles.

TRAVELFILE

This tour takes us from
France’s dramatic northern
shores to châteauxsprinkled countryside,
breaking off to see WWII
sites, explore centuries-old
villages and sample homegrown delicacies.

CURRENCY:

TOUR INCLUSIONS:

1 Euro is about $AUD1.55

•

WEATHER:
The mercury rarely climbs
above 20-degrees in The Loire
Valley, even in summer. The
wettest month is May.

8 nights in boutique
accommodation

•

Experienced Back-Roads
Tour Leader/Driver

•

Premium mini-coach
transportation

•

Daily European-style
breakfasts (B), 3 evening
meals (D)

POWER:
You can use your appliances
because the voltage is the same
(230V) as Australia but you will
need a type E adaptor with two
prongs.

FIND OUT MORE

•

Cider and calvados

sampling
•

A garden tour of Château
de la Bourdaisière

•

Entrance included to:
Monet’s House and
Garden at Giverny,
Château d’Angers,
Bayeux Tapestry, Mont
St Michel, Château de
Villandry, Château de
Chartres and Château de
Chenonceau.

DEPARTURES
TOUR CODE: FRA18

2018
May
June
July
August
September
October

www.backroadstouring.com
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DESTINATION

SPOTLIGHT

HOTSPOT

A UK
FOR

FOODIES

Cornwall
has emerged
as one of
England’s
tastiest
destinations

H

e is one of the more affable
and authentic chefs on the
world stage and a favorite son
of Cornwall.
Dining at a Rick Stein restaurant on
the southwestern tip of England
is just one of the many epicurean
excuses to visit this former Celtic
kingdom.

Even without its celebrity chef
pulling-power, the far-flung County of
Cornwall has ever so slowly become a
foodies haven in its own right.
The rugged coastline and expansive
dunes culminating at Land’s End
frame a delicious distant corner of
the UK that attracts more and more
discerning palates every year.
A long way from the humble Cornish
pasty that put the region’s culinary
bona-fides on the map, today things

16

www.backroadstouring.com

have moved decidedly upmarket.
(And by the way, don’t write off the
pasty until you’ve tried the real deal
in Cornwall; the original recipe is
delicious).

The best way to enjoy the breadth
and diversity of what this tucked away
corner has to offer the tastebuds is
to join a tailored small group tour
purposely curated to highlight the
regional specialties.
Our sumptuous five-day itinerary
exploring the County’s finest flavours
- Cornwall Food Tour 2018 - is a must
for travelling epicureans.
Each trip has a maximum of just 15
guests who travel the region in airconditioned luxury with an expert
tour leader and enjoy hand-picked
boutique accommodation at day’s
end.

JUNE 2018

And there’s
more on the
menu ...
If food and wine focused travel
is your guilty pleasure, BackRoads Touring offers more
culinary-inspired itineraries in
Italy and Vietnam.

OPPOSITE PAGE:
Discovering gorgeous
coastal villages is a
feature of the tour.
RIGHT: Rick Stein.

The Slow Food Tour of Puglia the “heel” on the boot of Italy
- is a languid, luscious six-day
journey through the flavours of
Italy.

BELOW: Savour world
class seafood dishes.

Look forward to dining in castles
and remote hilltops, explore
cellars and caves, discover
Baroque architecture, amazing
seafood and heralded regional
wines including Santi Medici
Bianco and Rosé, Armecolo and
Cento Su Cento Primitivo.

Departing London en-route to St
Agnes via Glastonbury and Tiverton,
the Cornwall Food Tour welcome
dinner takes place at the delightful
Rose in Vale Cornish Country House.
The following morning kicks off with
a visit to an award-winning cider
farm and continues with an intimate
exploration of nearby Newquay and
lively Truro - the UK’s most southerly
city known for its artisan providores,
bakeries and ice creameries, trendy
cafes and cocktail bars.
Traversing the moorlands in a luxury
mini-coach, this is a very special
part of the world where expansive
ocean vistas feel somehow familiar to
Australians … and certainly to fans of
the TV series Poldark that was filmed
throughout the County.
In Penzance, on the south-western
tip of England, the focus is very
much back on the epicure with a
demonstration and cooking class at
the acclaimed Fat Hen Wild Cookery
School after champagne and canapes
on arrival.
Here you’ll also get to take time
out to enjoy the beautiful 26-acre

sub-tropical Trebah Garden and in
particular, its renowned magnolias.
The garden is ranked in the top 80 in
the world.
At Totnes, it’s all about cheese and
wine and you get to sample the best
at Sharpham Vineyard ahead of the
drive east to the one-time home of
the Saxon kings, Winchester.
The historic town Cathedral is a tour
standout. It’s also where you get to
sample Rick Stein’s world renowned
cooking for a very special lunch to
satisfy a rich and rewarding tour of
the senses.

TRAVELFILE
CORNWALL FOOD
FESTIVAL

Join us as we journey through
the stunning countryside of
Cornwall and Hampshire to
indulge in the local delicacies
of the region, including lunch at
Rick Stein’s famed restaurant.

FIND OUT MORE

In Manduria, you’ll pay homage
to the celebrated Primitivo
grape at the museum that
celebrates ancient wine making,
Museo della Civiltà del Vino
Primitivo.
For an altogether different
gastronomic travel experience,
let your taste buds do the
walking as you feast on arguably
the world’s best street food
along the winding thoroughfares
of Hanoi in Vietnam.
The Flavours of Vietnam tour
is a 12-day foodie spectacular
that mixes taste sensations with
enriching culture.
The tour includes entry to
Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum, the
Imperial Citadel of Thang Long,
Hue’s royal tombs, Imperial
Palace and Minh Mang Tomb,
Cham Museum, Saigon Opera
House show, War Remnants
Museum and Cu Chi Tunnels.
Highlights of the food
experience include a dinner
cruise and overnight on Halong
Bay, dinner at Hue’s Tha Om
Garden House and Mandarine in
Ho Chi Minh City, dining with a
local family and a guided street
eats tour.
www.backroadstouring.com
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The Back-Roads App
DOWNLOAD IT FREE NOW!

• MANAGE YOUR BOOKINGS
• CHECK YOUR ITINERARY
• VIEW TOUR MAPS
• CHAT WITH OTHER GUESTS
ON YOUR TOUR
• KEEP TRACK OF YOUR BUDGET
• USE THE CURRENCY
CONVERTER
• LEAVE FEEDBACK
• SHARE YOUR PHOTOS
ON FACEBOOK
• CHECK THE TIME AROUND
THE WORLD

OURPUBLISHERS
The WellTravelled.Network specialises in travel content production,
custom publishing, media placement, syndication, amplification
and distribution. Its global network of travel journalists, designers,
videographers, publications and media partnerships provide world
class solutions for travel companies.
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