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Welcome to the family edition of Travel ideas

magazine. There’s nothing like a holiday to bring the
family together, create lasting memories and enjoy
quality time together.
Perhaps you’re after a great-value quick escape or a
longer trip with the grandparents in tow. My family loves
a weekend break to the Gold Coast or a camping trip, but I
would love to take my family away during the September school holidays
to Hamilton Island. Families with similar school-holiday ambitions should
definitely try to book as early as possible to secure the best rates.
Also high on the family holiday wish list for 2016, is a river cruise
through Europe. These are becoming more family-friendly and make for a
great multi-generational holiday. Speaking of multi-generational trips, this
style of travel is taking off. There are a number of tour companies with
dedicated family itineraries, or we can custom build a package.
Whatever your next family holiday, I’m sure you will find plenty
of inspiration in this edition of Travel ideas. Be sure to see your travel
consultant when the time comes to book in your trip.
Happy reading.
Tom Walley, Executive general manager

CREATE LIFELONG FAMILY MEMORIES
ON THE HAWAIIAN ISLAND OF MAUI
No need to plan! On Maui it’s all about being spontaneous, with so many family-friendly activities
at arm’s reach. From some of the world’s best whale watching (December-April), to the Junior
Rangers Program at the Haleakala Visitor Center or experience old Hawai‘i and island hop to the
spectacular islands of Moloka‘i and Lana‘i, you won’t be disappointed!
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floating
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> Where can you find
the Sleeping Beauty castle
made famous by Walt Disney?
Turn to page 67.

The night
parades are the
best, all the
characters are
there and they
light up the
park with
more than one
million lights.”

Raff , 7, on why he loves
Tokyo Disneyland
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NEWS & EVENTS
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SIT BACK AND READ ABOUT
THE HOTTEST AND
LATEST TRENDS IN
FAMILY TRAVEL.

Get to know
GUY SEBASTIAN

I Facetime
with the family
every day when
I’m away just to
catch up with
what’s been
happening and
so I can see the
kids.”

GUY SEBASTIAN REPRESENTED AUSTRALIA
AT THE 2015 EUROVISION SONG CONTEST.
BORN IN MALAYSIA, HE GREW UP IN ADELAIDE
BEFORE SETTING UP HOME IN SYDNEY WITH
WIFE JULES AND THEIR TWO SONS.
Words: Jo Casamento

I’ve been pretty lucky to experience a few different
cultures, but my upbringing in Adelaide was really like any
other: family gatherings, backyard cricket matches, church
and lots of great food at family get-togethers. We’re lucky
to live near the beach now, which means a lot of outside
time for Jules, the kids and me. We have a holiday
house on the South Coast and try and escape there as
much as possible. Areas like Gerringong and Gerroa are
only a couple of hours from Sydney, but they feel like a
completely different part of the world. I love a chance
to go back to Adelaide purely because most of my family
still lives there. My parents, Jules’ parents and my younger
brother and his wife live there. I love the food culture
in Adelaide, especially the Asian and Indian influences.
We’ve yet to go on a big international family
holiday because Archie is still a bit too young, so a lot of
our holidays have been local: South Australia, Queensland,
Melbourne. We definitely like to go out and
explore, but there’s something awesome about having
a quiet morning with the kids with some room service in
bed. The kids are experienced travellers, having joined me
on tours around the country already. I don’t go anywhere
without my iPhone and a good set of headphones and
my MacBook loaded with my favourite shows to get me
through long flights. You spend a lot of time on the
road by yourself. It can get pretty lonely. I Facetime with
the family every day when I’m away just to catch up with
what’s been happening and so I can see the kids.
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> Guy Sebastian

holidays in
South Australia,
Queensland and
Melbourne.

Would you
believe it?

> The Wizarding World
of Harry Potter opens
at LA’s Universal
Studios in 2016.

STUDIO TOURS

On track with Harry Potter

Harry Potter fans have two dazzling new ways to keep the magic going
during 2016 on both sides of the Atlantic. Hogwarts comes to Hollywood
this northern spring with the opening of the Wizarding World of Harry
Potter at LA’s Universal Studios. Devotees of J.K. Rowling’s stories are
expected to flock to the park’s signature attraction, Harry Potter and the
Forbidden Journey. The 3D ride will spin goggle-wearing muggles along
an elevated track with high-definition technology bringing Harry and his
friends to life on the US West Coast for the first time.
Meanwhile in the UK, the real British steam train that became the
Hogwarts Express in the movies is on track to become one of Warner Bros
Studio Tours’ most popular drawcards ever. In a massive expansion of the
studios, 20 kilometres north of London, set designers faithfully recreated
Platform 9¾ to accommodate the 78-year-old locomotive. Step aboard, explore
the carriage set used in the movie, but don’t let that chocolate frog get away.

> Centara Resorts
have ramped up their
program for children.
C H I L D R E N ’S P R O G R A M S

The largest family
reunion consisted
of 4,514 people,
according to Guinness
World Records. It
was achieved by the
Porteau-Boileve family
in France in 2012.

Most people
go to sleep in
seven minutes,
however that’s little
consolation for new
parents who lose
44 days of sleep
in the first year of
a child’s life.

Families in Ecuador
celebrate on New
Year’s Eve by dressing
a straw man in old
clothes and making
a list of their faults for
him. They burn the
straw man at midnight,
hoping their faults will
go up in smoke too.

Many families open a
bottle of Champagne
to celebrate a
newborn, but British
royal babies are
welcomed with a
41-gun salute fired
from Hyde Park or the
Tower of London.

Resorts keep the kids happy

Junior guests at Asia’s Centara Resorts will hardly have time to hang out with
you now that a huge new program of ways to have fun has been introduced
at three hotels in Phuket, plus villas in Pattaya, Khao Lak and Koh Chang.
Choose from children’s yoga, aqua dance classes, pirate discos, treasure
hunts, fashion shows, fishing, cooking classes, aerobics and Latino fitness.
Kids clubs at the resorts also have staff to play games with the very young,
either indoors or on the beach, meaning mums and dads can make a date with
a deckchair knowing their kids are happy and occupied. The action-packed
program of activities is free at the 4- and 5-star resorts, with plans to roll out
the fun at Centara’s resorts in Krabi and Hua Hin in early 2016.

Chinese proverb:
“Govern a family
as you would
cook a small fish –
very gently.”

Australia’s most
popular baby
names in 2015 were
Oliver, William and
Jack for boys and
Olivia, Charlotte
and Mia for girls.
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All the world’s a stage

Hotel apartments
add space to
service for families

DON’T MISS THESE MADE-FOR-FAMILIES SHOWS THAT
WILL KEEP YOU SINGING LONG AFTER THE FINAL CURTAIN.

Apartment hotels are springing
up in holiday spots everywhere,
answering the call from
families who would like more
space than a traditional hotel
room but still want all the
services of a hotel. The new
Adina Apartment Hotel, just
opened in Auckland’s popular
harbourfront leisure area of
Britomart, is New Zealand’s
first. Food trucks, bike tracks
and the ferry to Waiheke Island
are on the doorstep. Seven more
Adina apartment hotels are in
the pipeline, including Sydney
and Brisbane, as well as Munich
and Frankfurt.

> Julie Andrews
will direct My Fair
Lady in Sydney.
SYDNEY

LONDON

NEW YORK

My Fair Lady, Sydney
Opera House

Back to the Future,
London’s West End

School of Rock,
Broadway, New York

Beloved actress Julie Andrews,
above, takes the helm to direct
a new production of the show
she originally starred in as Eliza
Doolittle in 1956. Featuring
original sets and costumes,
the musical’s best-known tunes
will all be there, including
Get Me to the Church On Time
and On the Street Where You
Live. Won’t that be loverley?

Marty McFly played guitar
in the 1980s cult film Back
to the Future and soon he
will be in his own musical in
London’s West End. Packed
with hit songs from the movie,
including The Power of Love
and Johnny B Goode, the show
has been reimagined by Bob
Gale, who wrote the original
movie script.

The gods of rock are smiling
on Broadway now the ultimate
musical for wannabe guitar
stars is wowing the crowds.
In composer Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s newest show, the
movie hits are belted out by
dazzling junior musicians.
Cheering and clapping by
the audience is a must in this
feel-good homage to rock.

O P E N S A U G U S T 2 016
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Thailand
Discover Paradise

Pop-up water park
boasts world’s
tallest funnel slide

Perth is now home to the
world’s tallest inflatable funnel
slide – a twin-lane, 23-metrehigh ride that is 110-metres
long. Australia’s first pop-up
water park just opened at
Belmont Racecourse and the
excitement continues until the
end of April 2016. Thrill‑seekers
won’t have to wait long to
experience another watery thrill
when the ProSlide Tornado 60
opens in October at Perth’s
Adventure World. Riders will
be treated to a 260-metre-long
adventure, dropping 30 metres
along the way.

Ski Colorado corner
Aspen
Kids can ski and
snow-tube free in
a four-lane,
lift-served tube park
here, plus just-for-kids
Elk Camp has new
night snow-biking,
feasts and
ice-skating.

Keystone
Show mum and dad
your best parallel
turn in new
Ski-With-Me family
lessons and then hit
the new seven-metre
slide on the snow at
Camp Keystone Kids
Ski School.

Beaver Creek
Stay up and ski down
under the stars as
part of Thursday
Night Lights, a
set-to-music event
run by the Children’s
Ski and Snowboard
School. Don’t miss the
fireworks finale.

HugThailand
8 > flightcentre.com.au/family
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Travelling with kids?
Worried about choosing things to do
that everyone will enjoy?
Get the kids to help with the research!

Record
breakers
The most hotdogs
eaten in 10 minutes
(including the bread
roll) are a staggering
69. The record was set
in 2013 in the annual
Nathan’s Hotdog
Eating Contest in
America.

boundround.com

The fastest rollercoaster
in the world travels at
a breakneck 240km/h
at Ferrari World
Abu Dhabi.

FA M I LY C R U I S E S

The world’s biggest
aquarium is Georgia
Aquarium in Atlanta.
It holds 48.75 million
litres of water and has
tens of thousands of fish
and sea creatures.

Kids clubs
that rock

48.75 million litres

Not all kids clubs
are created equal and
that’s a good thing, since no
self-respecting 10-year-old
wants to hang out in the
toddler zone. Cruise ships
have age-appropriate clubs
covered in a big way, with
all the major lines splitting
the fun along baby, tweens
and teen lines.

01. P&O

Turtle Cove, for the
youngest cruisers,
has just opened its
doors to two-year-olds
for the first time on
all five P&O ships,
including the newest
Pacific Eden and
Pacific Aria. Shark
Shack has dance
lessons, scavenger
hunts and theme
nights for seven to12s,
while two separate
teen clubs offer
X-Factor-style band
and singing nights
plus animated moviemaking workshops.

02. Celebrity
Cruises

Toddler Time provides
a space and toys for
parents of children
under three to meet
families with kids of
the same age, while
the Fun Factory breaks
up the three-to-11year-olds into age
groups that work
for games and sport
activities. Everyone
– including teens at
X Club lounge –
gets free play on Xbox
360 and Kinect for
Xbox 360.

03. Carnival

The new, revamped
Camp Ocean on
Carnival Spirit has
moved to an oceanview, top-deck space,
with ocean-themed
activities broken down
for two-to-five-yearolds, six-to-eights
and nine-to-11s.
Art, craft and games
until 10pm. Teens
have their own
Club 02, where pool
parties, music and
movies keep things
happening.

Families can
explore the best
things to do in a
destination, as
recommended by
local kids.

Videos, reviews
& thousands of
ideas about familyfriendly things to do
around the world.

Safely share
experiences so
other families know
what younger
travellers find fun.

Adults can book
activities they know
their whole family
will enjoy.

#seeitmyway
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GOLD COAST

GOLD COAST
Beyond the theme parks

RIDE A SURFBOARD, TACKLE A ROPES COURSE, OR CHILL OUT
AT A FAMILY-FRIENDLY RESTAURANT BY THE SEA.
Words: Deborah Dickson-Smith

No queues, no slushies
and no wild rides, but plenty
of laughing, fun and messing
about in water.”

12
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GOLD COAST

> FROM LEFT

The dizzying heights of the Gold Coast
from the Q1 Tower; on a tree-top
challenge; and in the saddle in the
hinterland.

Beyond the noise of the Gold

Coast’s big theme parks, there are even
more adventure and adrenaline-fuelled
activities for kids, getting wet, getting up
high or getting into the wild.
On a recent family holiday, we managed
a week on the Goldie without passing
through turnstiles once, and I’m not
sure the kids even noticed, they were so
preoccupied with enjoying themselves
elsewhere. No queues, no slushies and no
wild rides, but plenty of laughing, fun and
messing about in water.

01

Surfing
and SUP-ing

It’s called Surfers Paradise
after all, so the first thing we decide to

do during our stay is learn how to surf.
Surfing school Go Ride A Wave
has been teaching people since 1987.
Thousands are taught to surf by the school
every year in several locations on the
Gold Coast, and now also Noosa on the
Sunshine Coast.
There are no chances taken with our
safety, with a few practice runs and a
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serious briefing on surf safety before we
get in the water. The instructors are all
trained lifeguards, so you know you’re in
safe hands if you get into trouble.
The boards are big, lightweight and
very stable, so each of us is able to stand
up and ride a wave at least once, the long
and steady waves giving us plenty of time
to jump up on our feet.
Feeling fairly confident, we decide to try
our hand at larger boards and a bit more
standing up. Stand-up paddleboarding is
the fastest-growing sport in the world and
it is becoming very popular in Australia.
Currumbin Lagoon, on the lower
reaches of the Gold Coast, is a great place
to learn the basics, and it’s also where you’ll
find paddleboard company JM SUP.
Owner Justin Mitchell has competed
at world-championship level and, in fact,
all the instructors working at JM SUP
are actively training and competing in
stand-up paddleboarding events around
the world.
You can simply hire a board and go
for it, or opt for a lesson to learn a few
of the trickier manoeuvres, and trust me,
it’s not as easy as it looks.

02

To the
tree tops

After messing about in water,

it’s time to head for the hills to find a few
vertigo-inducing adrenaline injections.
We stop first at nearby Currumbin
Wildlife Sanctuary, home to a myriad
of Australian animals, and a reasonably
difficult high-ropes course. The TreeTop
Challenge has 80 challenges, involving
rope ladders, nets and 11 zip-lines,
including one that takes you flying over
the crocodile enclosure. The course has the
added attraction of giving you a bird’s-eye
view of the animals below. If you look
closely you’ll spy a few Tasmanian devils
and white dingoes.
Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary covers
27 hectares of coastal rainforest, worth
exploring at ground level as well, either by
foot, or by Segway on a guided tour with
your own personal wildlife officer.
About an hour’s drive north-west of
Currumbin, in the Gold Coast hinterland,
there are even more adventure-based
activities for kids that don’t involve queues
and hydraulics.

Thunderbird Park is home to one
of Australia’s largest high-ropes courses.
It is built and managed by the same family
company that manages the tree-tops
course at Currumbin.
There are more than 100 challenges,
including 11 huge zip-lines ranging in
length from 20 metres to 125 metres,
suspension bridges, a Tarzan swing, barrels
to crawl through and nets to climb, over
a course that ranges in height from two
metres to 20 metres.
It gets progressively harder (and
higher) as you make your way from the
green course, through the red and black
courses. My fear of heights kicks in on the
red course and I wave a white flag as the
fearless kids fist-pump the air and move
on to black.

03

Skirmish
and trail rides

Adjacent to the challenge at
Thunderbird Park, we enter a live-action
version of Call of Duty as we don
camouflage gear, choose from a vast arsenal
of rather realistic-looking weaponry and

ready ourselves for a game or two of laser
skirmish.
The play area is laid out like a movie set,
so it’s just like being inside a video game,
and using an invisible (and harmless)
infrared beam, we form teams with mission
objectives and start shooting each other in
the lush rainforest.
It’s hectic and the kids are far better at
stealth than their grown-up opponents,
but then, they’ve probably had more
practice (online).
Up the road, we slow the pace down
a bit with Tamborine Mountain Trail
Rides, along winding trails through
cool, green rainforest next to a rushing
creek, each on a horse that’s perfectly
matched to our size and experience (I get
a Clydesdale).
The horses vary in size, breed
and type, but they all have a sweet
temperament and they’re in great
condition. There is a half-hour trail ride,
which is suitable for beginners. More
experienced riders, like our lot, who
would rather be cantering than plodding,
can venture further on a one-hour or
90-minute trail ride.

04

Getting
high

SkyPoint Observation Deck is

located on the 77th and 78th floors of
Q1 Tower, one of the tallest buildings in
Australia. The 360-degree view from the
observation deck is arguably the best on
the Gold Coast.
It’s good enough for me, but the kids
have decided the view is better outside.
SkyPoint Climb takes you to the summit,
about 30 metres above the 77th floor, for
spectacular (and windy) views.
The climb is not for the faint-hearted
– while you are securely fastened to a
balustrade of the staircase on your left,
there’s no handrail on your right, just sky.
(Kids must be 12 years old to climb, and
accompanied by an adult.)
Any higher than this, you need to be
flying. There is a range of scenic heli-tours
available on the Goldie – and they’re
surprisingly affordable.
Heli‑tours are also available at the
Sheraton Mirage Heliport.
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Five free things
to do with kids
on the Goldie

01
Visit Broadwater
Parklands (above), which
has a giant playground,
jumping pillow, public pool
and safe swimming beach for
littlies.

05

Where
to stay

The Gold Coast has endless

apartments to choose from, which is great
if you want a self-catered (in other words,
cheaper) holiday, but if you prefer to stay
in a resort, there are plenty of those too.
Paradise Resort Gold Coast has a wide
range of accommodation styles, from
powered campsites to cabins and threebedroom poolside villas. For the kids,
there are playgrounds, giant jumping
pillows, a large lagoon pool and a new
water park.
Sea World Resort has very spacious
rooms, and ground-floor rooms provide
easy access to the pool and waterpark,
with adjoining rooms for the kids.
Guests have unlimited access to Sea
World during their stay – and exclusive
early-access privileges to activities such as an
early-morning family dolphin experience.

16 > flightcentre.com.au/gold-coast

For something even more upmarket,
Peppers Broadbeach has a range of rooms
with a view, from one-bedroom suites
to three-bedroom Skyhomes. Kids are
provided with iPads for the duration of the
stay, with lots of apps installed, including
Bound Round, a video travel guide for
kids, which they can use to explore the
Gold Coast.
Board games, DVDs, video games,
surfboards and boogie boards are available
for hire at reception.

06

Where
to eat

The Hard Rock Cafe is a firm favourite
with kids, the atmosphere is always lively,
the staff friendly, and the menu has plenty
of family favourites.
It’s always great fun on birthdays, too,
with sparklers on hand as staff lead the
entire restaurant in a rousing rendition
of Happy Birthday.
The Australian Outback Spectacular
is a cabaret with a difference. Guests are
served a three-course meal that usually
includes steak and pavlova, while watching
impressive horseback-riding stunts. The
storyline changes each year and it’s one my
kids never get tired of watching.

BMD Northcliffe Surf Club has a

fully licensed family-friendly restaurant.
It serves good-quality pub-style food,
including burgers, steak and pizza, and
has a play area equipped with computers
and board games to keep the kids
entertained while you dine.

Getting there

Visit your local Flight Centre for more advice
and the latest deals for the Gold Coast.
Go to flightcentre.com.au
or call 131 600 24 hours.

02
Have a barbecue
at one of the many beachside
or lagoon-side parks.
Currumbin Lagoon and
Budds Beach are great locations
for kids.
03
Go for a bike ride
along one of the beachside
trails that stretch from the Spit
in the north to Coolangatta in
the south.
04
Visit the Gold
Coast Botanical Gardens,
smell the roses and let the kids
go mad in the sensory garden.
05
Cool down under
the waterfalls and check
out the glow-worm caves at
Springbrook National Park.

Our Practical

FA M I LY T R AV E L S : A P R A C T I C A L G U I D E

HOW TO GUIDE
for Families

ENSURE YOUR FAMILY HOLIDAY GOES OFF
WITHOUT A HITCH WITH OUR PRACTICAL
GUIDE FOR FAMILIES.
Words: Jessica Holmes

18
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“Follow our tips,
and you'll jump
for joy.”

Family holidays are one of life’s
greatest joys. They provide memories
of long family road trips, weeks spent
by the beach, or our first plane ride.
Exploring new destinations as a family is
one of the best ways to create memories
that will last a lifetime.
Travelling with kids is a whole new
experience, but we’re here to share our
knowledge on family travel so you can
get set for an amazing adventure.
From unravelling the mystery of
child airfares to our recommendations on
what to look for when it comes to hiring
a car or choosing accommodation, we
can help your next family holiday go off
without a hitch.

1 Airfares explained

When it comes to airfares, infants are
commonly defined as children under 24
months on the day of travel. When flying
domestically, infants who are nursed on
your lap can often fly free, depending on
the airline policy. However, international
flights may charge a percentage of the
adult ticket price, plus any relevant fees or
taxes, for an infant passenger.
Some international flights may allow
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infants to travel in a separate seat as long
as they are secured in an approved child
restraint device – however, they will not
be eligible for the same-priced fare as
infants travelling on the lap of the parent.
Remember, even little ones will need their
own passport, regardless of their age.
Generally, a child is considered to be
between ages two and 11 years, inclusive,
on the day of travel. Children who fall
into this age category are required to
have their own ticket and occupy their
own seat. More often than not, there is
no difference between an adult fare and
a child fare for domestic flights.
On international flights, child airfares
may be discounted, depending on the
airline, route and the class of travel.
All airlines are different, so remember to
do your research with your travel agent
beforehand.
When considering an airline, it’s worth
checking with Qantas, Virgin Australia,
Air New Zealand, Etihad and Emirates
first. These airlines include the fuel
surcharge in the base fare and not in the
taxes. So when applying a child discount,
the discount provides greater value when
applied to the base fare. Also be aware of

your child’s age on the return leg of your
trip. If they have a birthday along the way,
it may push them into the next category,
so you need to ensure their ticket will still
be valid for the return journey.
When making a booking, consider
the airline’s family services. For example,
Etihad Airways has an onboard nanny
service.
Tots Children under two can usually
fly for free (domestic) when seated on an
accompanying adult’s lap.
Tweens Children aged two to
11 years can sometimes take advantage
of child fares on long-haul flights.
Teens Teenagers aged 12 and over
on the day of travel are classed as adults
and will be charged an adult fare. From
time to time, some airlines – including Air
New Zealand and Virgin Australia – offer
‘Teens at Tweens’ pricing, extending the
standard child discount for children aged
up to 17. Keep an eye out for these deals.

2 Baggage

If you are travelling with an infant who
will be sitting on your lap during the
flight, they will be listed on your ticket

and often will only receive a 10-kilogram
baggage allowance, or none if travelling
without purchasing a ticket. This varies
between airlines.
Children with their own ticket and seat
are generally subject to the same baggage
allowances as adults. Baggage limits vary
according to each airline and the route you
are travelling, so be sure to double check
your baggage allowance for each flight.
Prams and car seats are usually included
as complimentary as part of your checked
baggage allowance and are not considered
in the weight. If baggage is not included
in your ticket, it’s a good idea to pre-book
your baggage as this is generally cheaper
than paying at the airport.
Strollers need to be checked in prior to
boarding. Some airlines offer
complimentary strollers that can be used
right up until boarding at the gate. Often
you can take your own stroller to the gate
where it’s checked in upon boarding – it’s
important to ask where you will collect the
stroller as some airlines will have it waiting
for you at the gate but others will make
you collect it from the baggage claim area
where it often ends up in the oversized
area. If you would like to use a car seat on

board, you may need to receive preapproval from your airline prior to
departure. Also keep in mind that most
long-haul flights will have bassinets on
board but these are limited, so be sure to
request one when booking your flights.
Not all airlines confirm these prior to
departure and babies over 11 kilograms or
taller then 71 centimetres will generally
not fit in the bassinet. Most bulky items,
such as sporting equipment, will also need
to be checked in and may attract an extra
baggage fee.
Tots Children under two, travelling
without their own seat, may not get a
baggage allowance.
Tweens Child airfares are generally
allowed the same baggage limits as adults’.
Teens As 12 years and over are
considered adults, they will be entitled to
the standard adult-fare baggage allowance.

3 On a plane

Once you have boarded your flight, it’s
time to sit back and enjoy the journey.
Thankfully, most flights now feature
in-seat entertainment systems, many of
which have a dedicated children’s section

filled with fantastic movies, television
shows and games.
You can also bring your own electronic
device and pre-load it with your child’s
favourite movies on loop, plus books,
games and apps.
Stash a few healthy snacks in your
carry-on to hand out throughout the
flight, but try to avoid anything sugary.
Natural snacks such as muesli bars are
ideal. Remember on international flights,
liquids over 100 millilitres can only be
carried on board in limited quantity –
most security checkpoints have a special
screening station in place to screen
these items.
To make your child feel more
comfortable, pack their favourite toy
or blanket in your carry-on luggage.
Remember the flight attendants
are there to help and can assist you
throughout the flight. Ask if they have
any activity kits or colouring books for
the little ones, or pack your own.
It’s also important to pre-book your
child or baby meal before your flight
or to notify your airline of any dietary
requirements in the family at least 72
hours prior to departure. If your baby
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is fussy, it’s important to bring along their
favourite foods. Passengers travelling with
an infant or toddler are also permitted
to carry a reasonable amount of food
products, at the airline’s discretion.
This may include baby milk, juice and
baby food. The 100-millilitre restriction
does not generally apply to such liquids.
Tots Bring your child’s favourite toy,
plenty of dummies (they vanish!) and
don’t forget to pre-order your baby or
children’s meals. Bring at least two changes
of clothes and plenty of nappies and wipes
as accidents will happen on board.
Children’s pain killers are also an essential
item in case your bub becomes sick.
Babies’ ears are most sensitive during
take-off and landing, so try to hold off
feeding your baby until the plane starts
taking off. If your baby is crying, their ears
may be hurting, and drinking fluids can
help relieve some of the pressure.
Tweens Pack a few small gifts for
your child that they can unwrap along the
way to help the time go faster. Some lollies
can help during take-off and landing to
equalise their ears during pressure changes,
but avoid too much sugar.
Teens Charge your teenager’s
favourite devices and pre-load them with
entertainment, apps and games. A new set
of games often goes a long way.
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4 Hire car

Hiring a car is a great option for families
as you have the freedom to travel at your
own pace, stopping whenever you need.
There are many different vehicles to
choose from, depending on the size of
your family – four-wheel-drive vehicles
or mini vans are a popular choice.
Don’t forget to allocate plenty of room
for your luggage! If you need a car seat,
flag this with your hire car provider at the
time of booking. Alternatively, you could
bring your own but you will still need to
notify the hire car company and ensure
it complies with the regulations of your
destination.
Book a GPS device or bring your
own so you don’t have to fiddle around
with a map or use all the data on your
mobile device. Some car rental companies
also offer portable Wi-Fi devices to stay
connected without the huge data roaming
charges.
Generally you will have to pay a
premium if anyone under 25 is going to
drive the hire car, so perhaps don’t give
your teenager the keys.
Also, don’t forget to bring a few
items to entertain the kids while driving,
from iPads and tablets (don’t forget the
charger/s) to a pack of cards or other
portable games.

Tots If possible, bring along your
own car seat to save yourself the hassle,
otherwise you can book one with your
hire car provider.
Tweens A small portable DVD
player and your child’s favourite shows
will help to keep them entertained in
the back seat.
Teens Pack a separate bag with
swimmers and a towel for an impromptu
swim so you don’t have to open your
luggage.

5 Hotels

Accommodation comes in a range of
shapes and sizes. Whether you are looking
for a hotel room, beach villa or an
apartment, you are sure to find the right
fit for your family.
When travelling with kids, it’s a great
idea to look for interconnecting rooms,
which will usually feature a common door
between bedrooms.
Self-service apartments are also fantastic
for larger families as most are equipped
with separate bedroom and living areas,
as well as kitchen and laundry facilities.
Save money by eating breakfast in every
morning, and with a washing machine on
hand, you can also pack lighter.
Another option is booking a room with
a pull-out sofa or organising with your
hotel to provide a rollaway bed.

When booking accommodation,
also keep in mind the child facilities.
Many hotels and resorts offer kids
clubs complete with supervised
activities and entertainment.”
This is particularly handy if you have
an odd number of people travelling in
your clan.
When booking your accommodation,
also keep in mind the child facilities.
Many hotels and resorts offer kids clubs
complete with supervised activities and
entertainment.
Babysitting services may also be
available to you – perfect for when mum
and dad would like to enjoy a dinner for
two. If you’re heading to a warm climate,
double check that your hotel has a
swimming pool for the kids.
Tots Look out for accommodation
options that include babysitting services.
Tweens Kids clubs are a great way
to keep the kids entertained while making
new friends – try and pick a resort where
this is complimentary as the costs of child
minding can add up.

Teens Choose a hotel or resort with
a swimming pool to keep the older kids
entertained.

6 What to travel with

When travelling with kids, there are a few
extra items that need to make their way
into your luggage.
First, don’t forget the hand sanitiser
and disposable wipes for those sticky
situations. For babies, make sure you pick
up some antibacterial tablets for sterilising
bottles, toys and dummies on the go – this
is especially important when travelling to
destinations where sterilising using the
traditional method is unavailable.
Prepare a first-aid kit with pain relief,
wound care and common medication so
you can avoid any late-night pharmacy
runs. This will also provide peace of mind
if you are travelling to an unfamiliar
destination with a language barrier.

Bring your own electronic devices and
don’t forget the chargers. You may also
need to buy a plug adapter.
A stash of plastic bags or zip-lock bags
comes in handy, for anything from dirty
laundry to on-the-go rubbish. Pack an
umbrella, just in case, and don’t forget
hats and sunscreen if you are heading to
the beach.
Visiting a foreign destination? Pack
familiar food items, such as your child’s
favourite snacks or breakfast foods that
they can’t live without.
If you have laundry facilities available
to you, pack some laundry powder and
a portable washing line.
Tots Bring your little one’s favourite
toys or books to help keep them settled.
Tweens Pack your child’s favourite
snacks if you have a picky eater.
Teens Take a power-hub battery
device to charge electronics, and a spare
pair of headphones.

Getting there

Visit your local Flight Centre for more advice
and the latest deals for family travel.
Go to flightcentre.com.au
or call 131 600 24 hours
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C A L L O F
T H E W I L D

WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS APPEAL TO ALL AGES, NO MATTER IF IT
SWIMS, CRAWLS, GLIDES OR PURRS. COMING FACE TO FACE WITH
WILD ANIMALS IN THEIR NATURAL HABITATS, WHILE ENVELOPED
IN AWE-INSPIRING SCENERY, EPITOMISES REAL ADVENTURE.
Words: Anna Howard

Quokkas
Rottnest Island, Western Australia

Photobombing selfies since 2014, the quokka
has skyrocketed to fame as the world’s happiest
animal. With its cute little face and permanent grin,
this housecat-sized marsupial can only be found on
Rottnest Island. The island was named ‘Rotte nest’
(rats nest) when early Dutch settlers mistook the
quokkas for giant rats. While Rottnest is hugged by
secluded bays and beaches perfect for swimming
and snorkelling, its star attraction is these pint-sized
critters. Quokkas live on a diet of grass, seeds and
roots, and thanks to the lack of predators and
abundance of food, population numbers are at
a healthy 12,000.

WHEN TO GO: Nocturnal creatures, quokkas spend most of
the daytime sleeping and resting under shady bushes and dense
vegetation; however, you’ll often catch a glimpse of quokkas
feeding during the day, regardless of the time of year.
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Little penguins
Phillip Island, Victoria

Large in number, tiny in stature; the little
penguins of Phillip Island are a sight to behold. Of the
32,000 little penguins residing in the waters around
Phillip Island (a two-hour drive from Melbourne),
4,000 have their burrows on Summerland Beach.
Each morning before sunrise, the penguins leave
their homes to endure a fishing expedition up to
100 kilometres away, returning at sunset. Don your
winter woollies to watch the penguins return and
waddle towards their burrows in the sand dunes,
while rangers provide expert commentary on the
world’s smallest penguins and their fascinating lives.
WHEN TO GO: Penguins return to shore at sunset
every night of the year.

Royal Bengal tigers
West Bengal, India

Straddling the border of east India and Bangladesh is one of the world’s largest populations
of Bengal tigers. The Sunderban Tiger Reserve is a diverse, remote 140,000-hectare ecosystem of
semi-submerged mangroves in the Ganges delta where these majestic animals prowl. World Heritagelisted, the reserve is home to some 300 tigers, along with myriad endangered wildlife such as saltwater
crocodiles and two-metre-long monitors. Organised tours and cruises are the only way to navigate this
unforgiving landscape.
WHEN TO GO: Tiger spotting is best between November and March as entry is restricted
in late summer and during monsoon season.
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Black bears
Yosemite National Park, USA

California’s most popular park surrounds the
majestic Sierra Nevada mountain range and its
303,500 hectares is home to an average of 300 to 500
black bears. With 95 per cent of the park comprised
of untouched wilderness, there are plenty of ways to
see them in the wild, especially in open meadows.
However, black bears have a keen sense of smell and
an excellent memory for food sources. Bears breaking
into cars in search of food is an all-too-common
occurrence in Yosemite. Never leave food or anything
resembling a storage container in your car or tent.
You want to see bears in the wild, not at your campsite.
WHEN TO GO: Yosemite’s black bears are active day and
night for most of the year and are most commonly sighted
in spring (March to May).

The big five
Kruger National Park, South Africa

In the 19th century, the lion, leopard, elephant, rhinoceros and Cape buffalo were dubbed ‘the big five’ as
they were the hardest and most dangerous animals for game hunters to track. Today, they are arguably the most
popular animals to see, and few places could rival the viewing opportunities in South Africa’s Kruger National
Park. Spot these iconic species across a landscape of sunburnt plains, woodlands and tropical forests connected
by an interlacing network of roads. In case you don’t tick off all five on one trip (the leopard is particularly elusive),
there’s an all-star line-up of more than 130 mammal species and 500 bird species to be spotted in Kruger.
WHEN TO GO: While the park is a year-round destination, the dry season from May to October is considered
the best time for game viewing. Vegetation is sparse, making animals easier to spot.
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Whale sharks
Mexico

Reindeer
Lapland, Finland

Perhaps one for the big kids of the
family, swimming with whale sharks has
to be one of life’s greatest experiences.
Growing up to 15 metres, the whale shark
is the largest fish existing today. They
have little in common with whales, except
for their size and diet. These docile, gentle
giants of the ocean flock to the confluence
of the Caribbean Sea and Gulf of Mexico
off the coast of Isla Mujeres, Contoy and
Holbox to feed on plankton in an area
teeming with sea life. Just think: you,
the deep blue and the unmistakable spots
and wide smile of this ocean giant.

Here’s a fun fact: reindeer
outnumber humans in Finnish Lapland.
These semi-domesticated animals are all
owned by residents, yet can roam freely,
irrespective of land ownership. In fact,
36 per cent of Finland is designated
pasturelands; so naturally, reindeer
spotting comes easily around Rovaniemi,
the capital of Finland’s northernmost
province. An obligatory stop for all
things yuletide and Santa Claus’ official
residence, Rovaniemi is the very
personification of a winter wonderland
– Rudolph included.

WHEN TO GO: Whale shark season
is from May to September.

WHEN TO GO: For the full experience,
nothing beats a visit in the lead-up to Christmas.
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Churchill is renowned
for its polar bear sightings.
The remote town, known
as ‘Polar Bear Alley’, is only
accessible by air or rail.”

Polar bears
Churchill, Canada

Situated in the sub-Arctic province of Manitoba
in central Canada, Churchill is renowned for its
polar bear sightings. The remote town, known as
‘Polar Bear Alley’, is only accessible by air or rail.
A seat on a purpose-built, all-terrain vehicle with
Tundra Buggy Adventures is the best way to get
acquainted – at a safe distance – with these
1,200-kilogram giants in their natural habitat.
While they may seem cute and cuddly, especially
with their bright white fur and bounding babies in tow,
you do need to remind yourself how unpredictable
they can be. For this reason, it’s not recommended
to walk around Churchill at night alone.
WHEN TO GO: Prime viewing is in October and November,
when the polar bears begin their migration from the tundra back
to seal territory in search of sustenance.
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Living museum
Galapagos Islands, Ecuador

Situated 1,000 kilometres off the coast of Ecuador, the
remarkable Galapagos Islands have been described as a living
museum. Isolated and deprived of much vegetation, surprisingly
this fragile ecosystem is a showcase of evolution, with visitors
flocking to see its unique and naturally curious wildlife species,
many of which were the subject matter of Charles Darwin’s
Theory of Natural Selection. Most opt for guided island-hopping
tours to best view creatures such as the giant tortoise, iguana
and sea lion, as well as endemic birds and marine life exclusive
to this part of the world.
WHEN TO GO: Unlike other natural wildlife sanctuaries, there is no
‘off-season’ for the Galapagos Islands. Travel outside mid-December
to January and June to August to avoid the holiday crowds.

Sloths and birdlife
Corcovado National Park, Costa Rica

Tropical mammals, with long claws that make it hard to walk,
sloths spend most of their lives hanging in trees and eating leaves.
It’s a tough life for some! In the wild, you’ll need a keen eye to spot
the sloths hiding among the greenery, so it’s always best to hire a
guide. Corcovado National Park in Puntarenas is a prime viewing
spot. In fact, the lush jungle is made up of some 13 ecosystems,
from lowland rainforests and mangroves to coastal habitats.
Said to be one of the most biologically diverse places in the world,
Corcovado may be so kind as to gift you with a sighting of a scarlet
macaw, hummingbird, or even a jaguar.
WHEN TO GO: Rainy season, when the flora flourishes, will provide the best
chance for spotting these lazy creatures. The birdlife is viewable all year.
Travel ideas > FLIGHT CENTRE 33

CRUISES

CRUISES
for Families

MORE FUN-SEEKING
FAMILIES ARE TAKING
HOLIDAYS AFLOAT.
Words: Mal Chenu

More than one million Australians
holidayed at sea last year and cruise lines
are answering the strong trend for
extended families to cruise together with
ever more exciting entertainment and fun.
Not only are the mega-liners getting
bigger (Royal Caribbean’s new high-tech
4,000-passenger Ovation of the Seas makes
her Australian debut next summer), so is
the array of amazing activities to fill your
sea days.
Think Broadway-quality shows,
fireworks at sea, themed deck parties
with live music and dancing, surfing,
waterslides, flying foxes, Titanic bow
photo moments, bumper cars, characterbreakfasts, Segway rides, laser tag, funnel
climbing and even indoor skydiving.
While the South Pacific and
New Zealand itineraries remain the
most popular destinations for Aussie
families, new ports opening up in our
own backyard, like the Whitsundays,
the South Coast of NSW and Fremantle
in WA, mean we are also seeing Australia
by ship more and more.
And when you need a break from all
the family fun, free kids clubs come to the
rescue so mum and dad can head to the
spa or relax by the adults-only pool with
a well-earned cocktail.
All that remains is to choose the ship
that’s right for your family.
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Family cruises
dish up the fun,
from playing
in the sea
and pool,
to children's
entertainment.

P&O to the
South Pacific

P&O’s Edge Adventure Park offers
20 climbing, swinging, jumping and
racing activities with a variety of adrenaline
ratings so the whole family can get their
hearts pumping. Think high rope swings,
laser tag, slack lines, Segway obstacle
courses, zip-lines across the deck, funnel
abseils, cargo net climbs and more.
On Pacific Dawn, you can even
‘walk the plank’ off the side of the ship,
get a sky-high crow’s nest vista or take
on a boulder wall.
Then there are video arcades with
racing car simulators, LEGO play zones,
a bungee trampoline, Broadshorts film
making and Teen Jam, where kids can
get a band together and perform their
latest hits.
And all this before you’ve even
booked a shore excursion. P&O’s South
Pacific cruise itineraries are filled with
family-friendly shore tours in Vanuatu,
Papua New Guinea, New Caledonia,
New Zealand, Fiji, Cook Islands,
Solomon Islands, Tonga and Western
Samoa. Pack your togs and go reef
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snorkelling, fishing, cycling, horseriding,
jet boating and helicopter sightseeing,
or hit water parks, thermal mud pools
and cultural tours.
Cruises aboard Pacific Dawn, Pacific
Jewel, Pacific Pearl and their two new
additions, Pacific Aria and Pacific Eden,
all offer interconnecting cabins, kids clubs
and family-friendly dining options.

MS Pride of America
to the Hawaiian Islands

See the Hawaiian Islands in style
aboard Norwegian Cruise Line’s only
US-flagged ship, the MS Pride of America.
Built in 2005 and refurbished in 2013, the
multi-award-winning ship has multi-room
suites, interconnecting staterooms, family
mini-suites and two-bedroom family suites
located near the kids club area.
As you sail the famous islands, you will
see the fiery lava flow of Kilauea Volcano,
the dramatic Napali Coast and, hopefully,
whales. The Kumu Cultural Center on
board will get you up to speed with
Hawaiian heritage as you island-hop from
one stunning location to the next.
Nineteen dining options – including

China Town, Lone Star Steakhouse and
Little Italy – is heaven for parents of
pint-sized fussy eaters. Even the littlest
cruisers from the age of three have Splash
Academy, where there are juggling lessons,
a paddling pool, soft play area, computers,
movie room and a jungle gym. For older
kids, Blast Off Video Arcade boasts more
than 50 machines with activities ranging
from dodgeball to cupcake-decorating
classes, hula lessons to basketball, beach
volleyball and outdoor chess.
Pride of America also boasts longer port
stays than some other lines, including up
to 30 hours in Maui, giving you plenty of
time to explore what takes your fancy.

MSC to the
Mediterranean

Expose your children to the cultural
cornucopia of the Mediterranean and do
it for nothing. Yes, MSC offers F.O.C.
(free of charge) for up to two kids under
13 in selected cabins when sharing with
two adults. Port charges do apply and
some other conditions may apply, but
mostly everything is included as if the
kids are full fare-paying passengers.

MSC Cruises is a privately owned
company offering Italian-themed
hospitality (so there’s lots of pizza and
pasta). Their extensive Mediterranean
itineraries mean you can take the family
to ports of call in Spain, Italy, France,
Greece and the Greek islands, Turkey,
Croatia, the Canary Islands and Morocco.
Children receive a dedicated welcome
at the Kids Corner in the port terminal,
security bracelets are issued when you
board, and beepers or walkie-talkie-style
phones can be hired for you to keep in
touch with them while they are running
around on board.
MSC’s kids clubs start with the Mini
Club Babycare Service catering for littlies
aged one to three. For older kids, there are
sports tournaments (football, basketball,
dodgeball, shuffleboard and table soccer),
aqua parks, dance contests, trivia, karaoke,
social network games and Wii/Xbox/PS3
games and challenges.
Teens can get into themed parties,
flash-mobs, talent shows and hair and
beauty treatments at Kicks Spa. There are
plenty of whole-family and supervised
activities, entertainment and social
events too. Children under 12 receive

a discount up to 30 per cent off the adult
price of shore excursions, although some
conditions apply.

Disney Cruises in the
Bahamas and Europe

The company with the most
child-focused brand on Earth goes
overboard with exceptional quality
entertainment on board their designedfor-families cruises.
Disney Dream’s “imagineers” sprinkle
fairy dust on every corner of the ship
on its three-night rotation from Port
Canaveral in Florida to Nassau in the
Bahamas and Disney’s private island,
Castaway Cay. A popular add-on to
holidays at nearby Walt Disney World
in Orlando, there is more fun than
you can wave a wand at, including an
AquaDuck water ride around the entire
ship, Broadway-quality stage shows,
treasure hunts complete with talking
artworks, mega-deck parties, flash mobstyle dance classes, and the only fireworks
show at sea anywhere in the world.
At dinner, watch as Disney characters
they know and love call out your children’s

names from big screens, see them join in
Hollywood-quality family game-shows
and children's karaoke nights, and dress
up for pantomime with dancing under
the stars.
Walkie-talkies are provided with each
family cabin, which are modern and well
equipped with genius storage ideas, two
bathrooms, Disney movies and twinkling
stars on the ceiling above bunk beds.
Kids clubs – with high-tech, innovative
entertainment facilities for babies right
up to teens – mean adults can escape to
child-free dining rooms and adults-only
chill zones.
Disney Magic also offers Frozen-themed
cruises around the Norwegian fjords,
taking fans to the home of Anna, Elsa and
Olaf while offering exceptional themed
entertainment around the storyline of
the movie.

Getting there

Visit your local Flight Centre for more advice
and the latest deals on family cruises.
Go to flightcentre.com.au
or call 131 600 24 hours
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IT MIGHT TAKE SLIGHTLY MORE PLANNING,
BUT A FAMILY ROAD TRIP IS A UNIQUE AND
ENRICHING JOURNEY. FEW OTHER HOLIDAYS
PROVIDE THE SAME AMOUNT OF BONDING.
HERE, WE SHOWCASE FIVE GREAT ROAD TRIPS.
Words: Ben Stower

Not just any old drive can be called a road trip. Both the start
and finish should be enticing, and there needs to be stops along the
way that provide deeper appreciation for the region.
There will be hiccups and tantrums (not just from the kids), but also
moments of true happiness and discovery. Here are five journeys that are
certain to provide the latter, and a few tips to help minimise the former.

> Natural wonders await along the highway
leading to Monument Valley, Utah.
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Mother Nature would approve of
this road trip. From Phoenix, Arizona,
to Park City, Utah, sits a collection of
the USA’s most revered natural sights,
including the Grand Canyon, Lake
Powell and Zion National Park.

Days 1–2
Phoenix, Arizona
Don’t rush from Arizona’s capital city.
Spend the first two days organising a
hire vehicle and supplies, and enjoying
Phoenix’s family-friendly attractions.
Venture downtown to the Children’s
Museum of Phoenix, which invokes
imagination and creativity with 300-plus
interactive experiences. Keep everyone’s
legs stretched with a walk down Roosevelt
Row Arts District (RoRo), filled with street
art, galleries, live music and restaurants.
Prepare for the open road (and driving
on the opposite side) with a short trip
to Rawhide in Chandler, a replica 1800s
frontier town with stunt shows, stagecoach
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Days 3–4
Grand Canyon National Park
Cross the vast and breathless Arizona
desert, passing the ghost town of
Bumblebee in the Bradshaw Mountains.
Sitting just off famous Route 66, Flagstaff
has seen its fair share of travellers and
knows how to accommodate with a range
of quirky attractions.
Visit the Lowell Observatory at 10am,
1pm or 4pm, in time for one of the daily
solar viewings, followed by the Wupatki
National Monument, an underrated Native
American ruin in the Painted Desert.
From Flagstaff, you can take the
Interstate 80 to pass Humphreys Peak,
the highest natural point in Arizona, or
Interstate 40, which turns north at Kaibab
National Forest, a great stop for nature
walks and a picnic.
The South Rim is the Grand Canyon’s
most accessible and frequented section.
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Park at the visitor
centre and catch a free
shuttle bus to the Grand Canyon Village
and various scenic viewpoints, or simply
drive up to one of the many viewing areas.
The Hermits Rest
viewing
R
8 7 Route (nine
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areas) and Kaibab Rim
Route (three
viewing areas) are usually available, with
both dishing up gorgeous views of the
Canyon.
The lodges at Grand Canyon National
park, such as Phantom Ranch and
Thunderbird Lodge, are serviced by the
free shuttle bus. Accommodation is also
available in nearby Tusayan.
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Grand Canyon Trail

rides, sundown cookouts and more
Wild West mayhem.
The Hilton Phoenix Suites is a great
place to bunk down. It has a convenient
midtown locale and offers affordable
two‑room suites and a swimming pool.
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Days 5–6
Lake Powell
The drive to Lake Powell is short and
relatively straightforward; the destination
being its true highlight. The famed
reservoir is dotted with sights such as
Antelope Canyon, Wahweap Bay and
Dangling Rope Marina.
Stop off in Page, which has a large
supermarket and the John Wesley Powell
Memorial Museum, before drifting out
onto the water in a houseboat.
Houseboating is the best way to
experience Lake Powell, with a range

of luxurious and affordable vessels available
from Wahweap Marina. Having your beds,
kitchen and activities in one place makes
life much easier.
A houseboat also grants the freedom to
tailor your own Lake Powell itinerary with
fishing, water sports, picnics and stops at
any of the 96 major side canyons.
Alternatively, rent a boat for the day and
take to the water with skis or tube in tow,
splashing out around the mystic scenery.
Day 7
Zion National Park, Utah
You’ve now officially entered Utah, where
the subtle changes in environment and
roadside towns offer a refreshing pace.
The first stop is Zion National Park in
Springdale, an enormous piece of ancient
history and nature home to unique plants,
animals and stories of pioneer times.
Short and long hiking trails let visitors
explore most of the park. The Wildcat
Canyon Trail is both rewarding with deep
canyon views, and feasible at a length of
9.3 kilometres. Ranger-led activities, such
as walks, shuttle tours and informative
talks, are better for those wanting a more
guided experience.

Stay on site in a lodge or at one of
two luxurious villas, most of which have
kitchen facilities, multiple bedrooms and
canyon views.
Day 8
Bryce Canyon National Park
Top off your national parks checklist with
Bryce Canyon, a short drive from Zion
and home to some of the most fascinating
rock formations in the world.
Stop by the visitor centre first for maps,
exhibits and information on the park.
There are four main viewpoints – Sunrise,
Sunset, Inspiration and Bryce – all of
which can be reached via car. Hiking the
canyon trail or canyon rim also reveals
the various hoodoos (odd-shaped pillars
of rock).
Bryce Canyon has ranger programs
available during certain months that
incorporate astronomy, full-moon hikes,
family-friendly activities and geology talks.
Opt for nearby B&B or hotel
accommodation to maximise your
sightseeing time. Check with hotels for
vacation packages, which combine lodging
with guided tours on quad bikes, horses or
mountain bikes.

Days 9–10
Park City
The five-hour ride from Bryce Canyon to
Park City includes some of Utah’s quirkier
roadside attractions. In Fillmore, one
resident has sculptures made from dead
desert wood in his front yard; there’s a fort
constructed from volcanic rock in Cove
Fort; and Midway has a beehive-shaped
rock dome called The Homestead Crater,
with tunnel access and a geothermal spring.
Although Park City is primarily viewed
as a winter destination, the city is in fact
a year-round playground for young and
seasoned travellers.
Main Street is the epicentre of
shopping, ghost tours, art galleries and
accommodation. If you’re in town over
the weekend, make sure you don’t miss
the Park Silly Sunday Market, which
features clowns, face painting and more
entertaining silliness.
Park City’s slice of the Rocky Mountains
isn’t wasted. Skiing and sledding are
as popular in winter as hiking, hot-air
ballooning, fly fishing and rafting are
during the warmer months. It’s why this
city is the perfect garnish to your journey
through America’s adventurous outdoors.
Travel ideas > FLIGHT CENTRE 41
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This year, Macau is celebrating
the 10-year anniversary of its
UNESCO listing.”
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Coastal bliss
at Terrigal’s
Skillion rock
ledge; fun
in the sand;
rollercoaster
thrills at
Dreamworld on
the Gold Coast.

Budget-friendly accommodation can
be found at Flynns Beach Caravan Park,
which has spacious cabins that sleep up
to six people.
Day 4
Central Coast
The Central Coast is a charming mix
of Melbourne’s cosmopolitan living,
Brisbane’s outdoor lifestyle and Sydney’s
laidback beaches.
Crowne Plaza Terrigal offers affordable
rooms on the beach, close to shops, cafes
and the rest of the coastal towns. Satisfy
your little adventurers with a visit to
TreeTop Adventure Park to ride the flying
foxes and complete the low- and high-rope
obstacle courses.
Head away from the beach for a
moment to Glenworth Valley Outdoor
Adventures where you can ride quad
bikes and horses, abseil beside a waterfall
and kayak. It’s a big day out, but that’s
definitely worth the time.
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Day 3
Newcastle
Continuing south, head inland just after
Raleigh to Bellingen, where you’ll find the
Dorrigo Rainforest with its breathtaking
Skywalk experience that transports you
above the trees.
Save most of the day for exploring
Port Macquarie where you can pick
fresh strawberries at Ricardoes Tomatoes
& Strawberries, see native animals at
Billabong Koala & Wildlife Park, and
ride camels on Lighthouse Beach.
The Zebu Bar & Grill, part of Rydges
Port Macquarie, offers a great kids menu
and is situated on the river with a large
lawn in front for running around.
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a little different, check out the Clog Barn’s
model Dutch village and working railway.
Coffs Jetty B&B, Beachlander Holiday
Apartments and Tradewinds Apartments are
potential suitors for families needing space,
multiple rooms and a convenient location.

EL

Day 1
Brunswick Heads
Begin your morning in Brisbane with
some penniless family activities at the
Queensland Museum’s Dino Activity Zone
and a dip at Streets Beach in South Bank
Parklands.
Trade in city for ocean as you head
towards Queensland’s famed Gold Coast,
stopping off at one of the big theme parks

7

9

Arguably the most complete
package of Australia’s eastern
coastline, the Legendary Pacific Coast
route is a lucid dream of sun-licked
beaches, quaint towns, adventure
experiences and quintessential
Aussie dining.

9

APPROX. 997 KILOMETRES

Day 2
Coffs Harbour
Spend the morning kayaking along the
rivers to estuaries and secluded beaches, or
explore the local boutiques before getting
on the road again and following the Pacific
Highway (A1) down to Coffs Harbour.
Feel free to stop in at Ballina where
you’ll find an animal park, reptile display
and mini golf in Macadamia Castle.
Summerland House Farm, in nearby
Alstonville, offers locally grown food
and tractor rides around its working
macadamia and avocado farm.
The Big Banana Fun Park at the
northern tip of Coffs Harbour isn’t just
home to the iconic oversized banana.
A 600-metre toboggan track, laser tag and
four water slides are a few of the attractions
that make this a worthy stop before Coffs.
Coffs Harbour is renowned in northern
NSW for its relaxed, coastal vibe and
calendar of regular events, particularly
during school holidays. For something

,3

ST

The legendary
Pacific Coast

– Warner Bros. Movie World, Wet’n’Wild,
Dreamworld or WhiteWater World, or
continue into Surfers Paradise.
Crossing over from Queensland to
NSW, the golden beaches continue
in Kingscliff. This hub of outdoor
leisure is perfect for surfing, stand-up
paddleboarding and snorkelling. Enjoy
lunch from one of the beachfront cafes
or restaurants, which have quickly given
Kingscliff gourmet appeal.
The Pacific Motorway (M1) takes
you slightly inland before popping out
at Brunswick Heads, which sits at the
point of three tranquil waterways and
the Coral Sea.
There are three North Coast Holiday
Parks all with water views and selfcontained cabins. Alternatively, you
can stay at the Brunswick River Inn.
With beds for the night sorted, enjoy
dinner at the iconic Hotel Brunswick’s
wide-open dining area overlooking the
Brunswick River.
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This hub of
outdoor leisure
is perfect for
surfing, stand-up
paddleboarding
and shorkelling.”
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Day 5
Sydney
NSW’s capital city is a sightseeing mecca
full of unexpected surprises, such as an
overnight experience at Taronga Zoo that
includes a night safari and behind-thescenes tour.
Don’t bother driving around the city –
that’s too much stress for a holiday. Pick
up a travel pass to save money on ferries,
trains and buses.
Accommodation ranges from hotels
in great locales with attractions like the
aquarium, IMAX Theatre and Maritime
Museum, to holiday parks with self-catered
cabins, pools and plenty of space. You can
also camp at Cockatoo Island, the world’s
only inner-city waterfront campsite.
If you’ve got some active youngsters,
take up the challenge of climbing the
Sydney Harbour Bridge. If you tire of
the city, ditch the crowds and catch
the ferry across to Manly’s beach and
open‑plan cafes.
Travel ideas > FLIGHT CENTRE 43
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How to keep the
peace on the road

London
Ghent

Folkestone
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01 Opt for self-catered
apartments or resorts over
fancy hotels. A stocked
minibar can be a budget
nightmare when tiny hands
are involved.
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Taking the family from London
all the way to Belgium combines three
countries into one epic road trip.
The surprise here is you don’t even
have to leave your car.

Days 1–2
London, England
Get acquainted with London by visiting
Big Ben, Buckingham Palace, Westminster
Abbey and other iconic sights while mixing
in some kid-friendly attractions, such as the
London Dungeon and Science Museum.
Don’t bother driving in the city.
Grab an Oyster Card for cheaper public
transport and discounts on dining,
shopping and entertainment.
Catching one of the city’s highly rated
musicals is a great way to kick off the trip.
London has a lot of staple shows, such as
The Lion King, Matilda and Wicked, with
cheap walk-up tickets.
Family-friendly accommodation is

easy to find in this populous city with
numerous hotels offering connecting
rooms. Premier Inn Kensington (Earl’s
Court) Hotel remains one of the best for
value, location and facilities.
Day 3
Folkestone
From London, you’re aiming for the
English side of the Eurotunnel in
Folkestone, but don’t rush for fear of
missing quintessential British attractions
and towns along the way.
Take the turnoff to Maidstone, the
closest town to Leeds Castle. The castle is a
fascinating piece of history that welcomes
all with its birds of prey exhibit, play areas,
grottos and Segway tours.
If there’s sunlight to spare, head to the
Kent Battle of Britain Museum, which has
retired fighter jets and other displays about
one of England’s most famous battles.
Spend the night in Folkestone and
wake up fresh for the following day’s crosscontinent journey. The Holiday Inn Express
Channel Tunnel offers comfortable rooms
with multiple beds close to the train.
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Day 4
Calais, France
England one day, France the next;
the holiday gets really interesting now.
Remember to purchase a ticket for the
Eurotunnel Shuttle, not the Eurostar.
The cost is determined per car (about
A$155 for a single trip) and will change
if you plan on riding the train back within
a specific time period.
The car shuttle train is made up of
closed wagons that hold vehicles in place
during the two-hour ride under the
English Channel. You can walk along the
carriages, but there isn’t much to see, so
pack entertainment.
The next sunlight you feel will be in
France’s city of Calais. Take in the Six
Burghers Monument, Town Hall and city
views from the Calais Lighthouse. If the
weather permits, Calais has a collection of
sandy beaches on the Opal Coast.
Stay in one of Calais’ charming B&Bs,
which better serve families and offer more
classic French culture than hotels.
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02 Pack colouring books
and plain paper for made‑up
games that don’t rely on
batteries.
03 Keep the music varied and
remember headphones.
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04 Invest in a portable DVD
player or iPad. Movies can
make the hours fly by.

> FROM LEFT

The London
Eye; the
heritage city
of Ghent in
Belgium;
a colourful
street in the
capital of
Belgium,
Brussels.

Day 5
Ghent, Belgium
Stick to France’s northern coast on your
way to Ghent – the kids won’t believe
you’re about to enter your third country
in as many days.
However, there’s one more stop
beforehand. The city of Dunkirk’s World
War II history is one of miracles and near
defeats. Learn more at the Memorial Du
Souvenir.
Leaving Dunkirk, you’re about 10km
from crossing the border into Belgium.
A landscape of open, green fields is
interjected by quaint towns and heritage
cities leading into Ghent.
Ghent’s portside districts and medieval
landmarks paint a beautiful profile on
Belgium’s canvas. The 12th-century
Gravensteen castle and 10th-century
St Bravo’s Cathedral are only the tip of the
city’s historic side. Stroll through the city
centre, along the canal, ducking into local
shops and restaurants.
The Marriott and Novotel are two
family-friendly hotels with great proximity
to attractions and affordable rooms.

05 Pack pillows for
sleeping en route.
06 Sugar-free lollies are
tasty and won’t exaggerate
the stir-crazies.

Days 6–7
Brussels
This unbelievable road trip, covering three
countries, comes to a temporary end in
Belgium’s capital, Brussels.
Far from just a finish line, Brussels is a
prime location for extensive immersion in
Belgium’s melting-pot culture of French,
English and Dutch influences.
Get an entertaining taste of the
continent at Mini-Europe, which has
accurate miniatures of cities complete with
working models and multimedia games.
There’s also the Oceade year-round water
park with slides, wave pool and hot tubs.
Remember that culture? The city has
some fascinating institutions including the
Comics Art Museum, Natural Sciences
Museum and Autoworld Brussels.
Brussels is packed with family-friendly
hotels, B&Bs and holiday rentals for
longer stays. As hotels go, Novotel Brussels
Centre offers cosy mid-range rooms in a
prime locale. There’s one more decision
to make. Will you head back to England,
continue through Europe or begrudgingly
return home?

07 Play games that
incorporate the scenery
outside, such as I-Spy and
21 Questions.
08 Let the kids sleep in
a separate room so you can
stay up without keeping
them awake.

Travel ideas > FLIGHT CENTRE 45
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If you haven’t visited Australia’s
Sunshine State, the Captain Cook
Highway, hugging Queensland’s coast
R
8 7 to Port T
from Cairns
Douglas,
is a
E
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ILOM
rewarding introductory
trip that
delights with scenic tropical seaside,
lush rainforests and friendly
beachfront communities.

Days 1–2
Cairns
Cairns, the ‘gateway to the Great Barrier
Reef ’, has numerous trips available for
anyone wishing to see the world-famous
marine life of this Heritage-listed reef.
The rest of the city is also best
experienced by stepping outside and
embracing your adventurous side. Boat
charters out to the nearby islands, jet
boating on the Trinity Inlet, kneeboarding
and waterskiing at Cable Ski, and the ropes
courses at Cairns ZOOM and Wildlife
Dome all utilise Australia’s natural gifts.
Yet it’s not all rough and tumble on the
coast. Hot-air balloon rides, the Australian
Butterfly Sanctuary and Tjapukai
Aboriginal Cultural Park keep you relaxed
and entertained.
Choose beach or rainforest at one of
Cairns’ family-focused resorts. Bay Village
Tropical Retreat has two- and threebedroom apartments that are set slightly
back from the Esplanade’s playgrounds,

46 > flightcentre.com.au/family
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walking paths and weekend markets.
The award-winning Cairns Coconut
Holiday Resort packs a ridiculous amount
of kid-friendly facilities into its expansive
area including an interactive play area,
water park, jumping pillows and outdoor
cinema.
Days 3–4
Palm Cove
Captain Cook Highway is intended
to be taken at a more leisurely pace.
Remember the plastic bags for wet towels
and swimmers in case you stop for a dip
in one of the beaches between Cairns and
Palm Cove.
Machans Beach, Holloways Beach,
Trinity Beach and Clifton Beach are all
viable options for relishing golden sand
licked by cool, blue waves.
Clifton has an additional drawcard:
Cairns Tropical Zoo. This wildlife retreat
isn’t frugal with its special encounters.
You can feed, pat or hold certain animals,
including koalas, crocodiles, lemurs,
wombats and birds.
Get ready to settle into Palm Cove’s
serene beachfront setting where the resorts
are separated from the sand by towering
melaleuca trees that wave through the
ocean breeze.
Watersports are an option with
stand-up paddle boards and kayaks for
hire, or you can taste the local flavours at
beachfront cafes and restaurants. A cruise
out to Double Island and its nearby
reefs also provides quality swimming,
snorkelling and wildlife experiences.
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Snorkelling on the Great Barrier
Reef; a palm-fringed beach at
Palm Cove; Queenstown, the
action capital of New Zealand.

Families are spoilt with the amount of
resorts that feature swimming pools, kids
clubs and beach activities. Peppers Beach
Club & Spa delivers two- and threebedroom self-catered accommodation
on the beachfront.
Days 5–6
Port Douglas
This section is one of the most scenic,
as the highway hugs the coastline tightly
before heading slightly inland to Wangetti,
home to one of the coast’s most exciting
attractions.
Hartley’s Crocodile Adventures is a
fun and educational wildlife reserve where
crocodile spotting and feeding in the
lagoon, koala feeding, turtles and quolls
are all on the agenda. There are also daily
presentations on cassowaries, snakes,
wallabies and other native animals.
If you’re still searching for that perfect
family holiday portrait, you might find it
at Rex Lookout, slightly north of Wangetti.
Entering Port Douglas, you’re between
two Heritage-listed sites: the Great Barrier
Reef on one side and Daintree National
Park on the other. Not to mention Cape
Tribulation to the north.
Deciding which to visit or to simply
stay put and enjoy the sights and activities
along Port Douglas’ Four Mile Beach
might just be the toughest choice you’ll
have to make all holiday.
The range of affordable resorts and
apartments is also plentiful, with Oaks
Lagoons, Pink Flamingo and Club Tropical
all standing out for families.

NEW ZEALAND

South Island coast
APPROX. 870 KILOMETRES

Pass through mountainous
terrain, heritage towns and natural
forests as you traverse New Zealand’s
Southern Island from coast to coast in
search of adventure, culture and the
next memorable sight on the horizon.

Days 1–2
Christchurch
Sitting on the edge of the Canterbury
Plains, Christchurch is the gateway to the
Southern Alps. Check into Spencer Beach
Holiday Park, which couples units and
cabins with swimming pools, mini golf,
volleyball, a flying fox and playground.
Explore the city down low on the
tramway or with a leisurely walking tour,
or get a bird’s-eye view from the Crater
Rim via the Christchurch Gondola.
Thrills can be found on the water in
a high-speed jet boat or an inflatable raft
as you pass Lord of the Rings scenery before
battling unrelenting rapids.
Zip lines and treetop obstacle courses
challenge and entertain at Adrenalin Forest,
while Orana Wildlife Park brings you closer
to the animals with giraffe feedings and a
ride through the lion habitat.
Day 3
Greymouth
Driving inland from Christchurch you’re
followed by farms and expansive fields that

don’t break the horizon until the sudden
rise of the Southern Alps. The road is lined
with eye-catching scenery right through
Arthur’s Pass when the snow-tipped peaks
bunch towards you.
Greymouth, a small, welcoming
commune, is preceded by Shantytown.
This recreated gold-mining town is a
throwback to life in the 1860s with steam
train rides and gold panning.
Greymouth Seaside Holiday Park’s seaview apartments, self-contained units and
cabins are perfect for families. The holiday
park also has a large playground, games
room and beach access.
Greymouth is best used as a gateway
to Paparoa National Park. The 40-minute
drive north to Truman Track reveals an
easy walking trail that leads you through
native forest out to the Tasman Sea.
Day 4
Haast
Today’s drive is an eight-hour slog to
Haast along the West Coast Highway and
will require a fresh supply of snacks and
entertainment for the backseat travellers.
Break up the trip with stops at
Hokitika, home to glass-blowing and
sculpture studios; Ross’ colonial town
with historic jail, bank and cottages; and
Franz Josef Glacier, which almost reaches
the coast.
These all help prepare you for Haast, one
of New Zealand’s best landing points for a
nature excursion. Entertainment focuses on
the wild, with river safaris, fishing and visits
to seal and penguin colonies.

Look to Haast Lodge for affordable and
cosy rooms close to restaurants, shops and a
playground. Haast River Holiday Park is
another option, thanks to its self-contained
units, go-cart hire and games room.
Days 5–6
Queenstown
Follow the Haast River along the Haast
Pass Highway where more mountainous
terrain awaits through Mount Aspiring
National Park. As you break out of the
rainforest, you’re joined by two regal lakes
that lead into Wanaka.
Wanaka is an adventurer’s toy box
with jet boating, horse riding, whitewater
rafting and ski fields nearby. The city also
has a quirkier side that shines through at
Stuart Landsborough’s Puzzling World.
Take time to enjoy this part of the
South Island, but leave enough for
Queenstown. Arguably the adrenalincapital of New Zealand, Queenstown uses
its surrounding mountains and lake to
serve up blood-pumping experiences such
as canyon swinging, ziplining and skiing.
Treat yourself to self-contained lakeside
accommodation at the Esplanade or
The Haddens. There’s also the Queenstown
Holiday Park Creeksyde.

Getting there

Visit your local Flight Centre for more advice
and the latest deals on road trips.
Go to flightcentre.com.au
or call 131 600 24 hours
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WAT C H A N D L E A R N
WASHINGTON DC, USA

Smithsonian Institution
The world’s largest
museum and research
complex contains 19
museums and galleries, along
with a zoo for good measure.
Try to see them all and your
legs will abandon ship.
It’s better to spend quality
time at a handful, such as the
National Museum of Natural
History (for human origin, world
development, and ancient and
modern creatures); National
Zoological Park (for pandas,
kiwis, cheetahs and gorillas);
and the National Air and Space
Museum (with hundreds of
flight‑related artefacts).

1

GUESS WHAT?
• Admission to all Smithsonian
exhibits is free.
• The African American History
and Culture Museum will open
in 2016.
LUCERNE, SWITZERLAND

Swiss Museum
of Transport

T O U C H , P L AY,
WAT C H A N D L E A R N
TH E WO RL D’S B E ST CULT UR A L A ND H I STO R I C
E STA B L ISH M E N TS FACI L I TAT E L EA R N I N G,
DISC OVE RY AN D F UN F O R A L L V I S I TO R S, EV EN
KIDS JU ST LO O K I NG F O R T H E NEA R EST I PA D.

Parents hoping to instil a sense of wonderment in their children while on holiday
can bet the house on these museums. Each one not only delivers fascinating
exhibits and easily digestible information, but also an array of family-friendly
programs, interactive displays and entertaining activities. Keep the textbooks
at home. When travelling, the best way to learn is by experience.
Words: Ben Stower
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The Swiss Museum
of Transport is an
open toy box. You won’t
find any ‘no touching’ signs in
the exhibition halls that cover
road, rail, water, air and space
transportation.
Instead, there are numerous
interactive opportunities;
including slot cars powered by
an energy quiz, a flight and train
simulator, and a crash test at
10km/h, along with a theatre
and planetarium. The MediaFactory also lets you perform
in a TV studio and film your
own broadcast to take home.

2

GUESS WHAT?
• The free Captain Coop app includes
a museum-wide treasure hunt.
• Kids can pedal carts around a
miniature Swiss street in the Arena.
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WAT C H A N D L E A R N
VA L E N C I A , S PA I N

LONDON, ENGLAND

Principe Felipe
Science Museum

Museum of London

This 21st-century science
museum, part of Valencia’s
City of Arts and Sciences, is
innovative with its mantra: ‘Forbidden
not to touch, not to feel, not to think’.
From open to close, a packed schedule
of hands-on activities and ‘experimental
classrooms’ allow visitors to take part
in astounding and humorous science
demonstrations. This emphasis on
interactive learning extends to the
exhibits, which include Zero Gravity,
The Electricity Theatre and Space
Academy.

3

GUESS WHAT?
• The City of Arts and Sciences also
includes an IMAX cinema and Europe’s
largest aquarium.
• A reduced admission cost is available
for children aged four to 12 years.

Free to enter, the Museum
of London details 450,000
years of London history
with fascinating displays on
Roman times, the grisly medieval
period, and years of debilitating
war, plague and fire.
The museum hosts family-friendly
visits every Sunday between 12pm
and 2pm, which incorporate handson activities to better discover the
galleries. Look out for special events
on weekends and school holidays,
and temporary exhibitions covering
such topics as crime, war and
fossilised remains.

5

GUESS WHAT?
• Children aged four to 11 years
can borrow activity bags from the
information desk.
• Free guided tours run daily at 11am,
12pm, 3pm and 4pm.

FLORIDA, USA

Kennedy Space Centre

There are a lot of big kids
at NASA’s Kennedy Space
Centre. Adults and children
alike often can’t help getting excited
over the authentic experiences
such as a shuttle launch simulation,
astronaut training and a Q&A with
an astronaut.
The next generation of space heroes can
also test their skills at ‘Journey To Mars:
Explorers Wanted’, which challenges
children with games, simulators and
live performances.

4

GUESS WHAT?
• Visitors can book a special lunch with
a veteran NASA astronaut.
• A space-themed play station keeps young
children active and entertained.

Getting there

Visit your local Flight Centre for more advice and
the latest deals on getting to these great museums.
Go to flightcentre.com.au
or call 131 600 24 hours

50 > flightcentre.com.au/family

CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA

6

Australian
War Memorial

Australia’s decorated
war history at the Australian
War Memorial provides a clear
view of life in a very different
time compared to the relative
peace we now enjoy. Exhibits on
all conflicts involving Australian
soldiers, including the two world
wars, showcase weaponry, vehicles
and soldiers’ stories.
Visit the Discovery Zone where
children can interact with five
unique environments inspired by
real military events. They can dodge
fire in a trench on the Western
Front, control a helicopter over
Vietnam, and search for enemies
in a submarine.
GUESS WHAT?
• Family activities, such as craft workshops
and theatre, are held during the week.
• The names of almost all Australian
soldiers who served and died in war
can be found on the Roll of Honour.
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TOP 13 FAMILY
DESTINATIONS
Rediscover the magic of these perennial holiday favourites by making the trip
with your kids. You’ll get a whole new and exciting perspective with children in tow
and find new activities to share as a family.
Words: Carlie Tucker

01
Bali

This Aussie front-runner isn’t
just for beach bums anymore.
With the perfect combination
of light adventure and
incredible value for money, it
calls to families looking for a
tropical escape close to home.
Set aside some time to enjoy
the beautiful beaches, but don’t
forget to try something new!
Seminyak and Kuta make for great
bases with plenty of beachside
resorts catering to guests of all ages,
but there is fun and adventure to
be had throughout the island. This
includes the likes of Ubud, Nusa
Dua, Bedugul and Sanur. Most day
trips are approximately one to two
hours away with tours and transport
readily available, ensuring your days
are well spent expanding your family’s
holiday horizons.
There are plenty of purpose-built
attractions for kids as well as a heap of
engaging cultural activities to appeal
to young and old. All ages can explore
the native flora and fauna at one of
the many animal parks or delve into a
new and fascinating culture at Garuda
Wisnu Kencana or Taman Nusa
cultural parks. Older children might
appreciate a treetop zipline adventure
through Bali’s biggest botanic garden,
or snapping a few brag-worthy photos
at one of the 3D Trick-Eye galleries.
DON’T MISS ...

Waterbom Bali water park
A cultural cooking class
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02

03

Thailand

Fiji

Known as the ‘Land of Smiles’,
Thailand is renowned for
its friendly hospitality.
Combine that with a sweep of
vibrant destinations, showstopping scenery and top
accommodation and you’ve
got the stuff that memorable
family holidays are made of.
Easily explored with groups
of all ages, this captivating
country will have you
discovering all its charms.
Popular Phuket, Koh Samui and
Chiang Mai make it easy to get into
the spirit of family fun. All of them
offer an abundance of family-friendly
resorts complete with the facilities
to please all guests. From expansive
pools to kids clubs and playgrounds,
the little ones are well taken care of,
while mum and dad can rest and
rebalance with a couple’s treatment
at the spa.
Beyond the hotel, a whole
world of discovery awaits. Choose
from cultural extravaganzas, natural
wonders and more. Why not explore
the upside-down house of Baan
Teelanka on the outskirts of Phuket
Town; visit the golden glory of
Samui’s Big Buddha; or explore the
landscape and traditional villages
on a Chiang Mai bike tour? There’s
no shortage of activities to thrill the
young and young at heart.
DON’T MISS...

Ang Thong Marine
National Park
A Chiang Mai
night safari
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What if you could board a plane,
fly less than four hours from the
east coast and find yourself in
a secluded island archipelago
surrounded by pristine blue
water, sugary-white sand and
more family-friendly fun than
you can shake a stick at? Set
your sights to Fiji and it will be
the reality of your next holiday.

“Take the
plunge!”

Viti Levu (Fiji’s largest island) is the
starting point for most international
visitors, and though it’s tempting to
head straight for the outer islands,
Denaru and Nadi are perfect spots to
decompress as you soak up the local
culture. Visit the open-air markets for
a souvenir or two and take the time to
show the kids the magic of the Garden
of the Sleeping Giant and Sabeto Mud
Baths. Kula Eco Park, in the coastal
rainforest reserve, provides a chance to
discover Fiji’s beautiful native animals,
while Kila World’s rope courses will
thrill older children.
Then it’s on to the outer islands. Split
into the Mamanuca and Yasawa groups,
you’ll have your choice of unspoilt
paradise where family-friendly resorts
provide perfect getaways. Days are filled
with snorkelling, glass-bottom boat rides,
parasailing and more, while nights can be
spent experiencing friendly Fijian culture
at a traditional dinner (known as a lovo).
DON’T MISS ...

A stroll in the Garden
of the Sleeping Giant

Island hopping through
the outer islands
Eating and singing
at a traditional lovo
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04
Singapore

Singapore has seen plenty
of change over recent
years, transforming into
one of Southeast Asia’s top
destinations for travellers.
This is especially true when
it comes to family travel,
as the city offers all the
character and diversity of
Asia in a modern and easyto-navigate package. Visitors
of all ages will be thrilled by
the range of activities that
span the spectrum of highenergy excitement to cultural
enlightenment.
Accommodation is plentiful with
options for all budget sizes, and you
need only stroll down the street
to absorb the city’s energy and
charisma. Colourful cultural hubs
such as Chinatown, Little India and
Kampong Glam offer a taste of the
vibrant diversity, while kid-friendly
meccas like the Singapore Discovery
Centre, Singapore Zoo or Jurong Bird
Park will keep young ones entertained
for hours. Venture outside the city to
uncover family-friendly gems such
as Sentosa. This island playground is
all about fun with plenty of venues
to capture the imaginations of young
and old. This includes the Dolphin
Lagoon at Underwater World and
Universal Studios.
DON’T MISS...

The cable car to Sentosa
Sledding at Snow City

Breakfast with
orangutans at Singapore Zoo
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Hawaii

Somewhere between the
beautiful beaches, lush
volcanic mountains and
the unique and engaging
culture, Hawaii has managed
to strike the perfect balance
between holidays for kids
and holidays for adults.
From Oahu and Maui to
Kauai and the Big Island, this
tropical paradise is all about
experiences to suit every
member of the family.
Honolulu is great for younger children
with a variety of resorts that take
family-friendly to the next level.
You could easily spend your entire
holiday exploring the amenities on
offer, from kids clubs to golf courses,
but a little island exploration will be
even more rewarding. The Polynesian
Cultural Centre and Iolani Palace are
top cultural highlights, or snorkel the
sheltered waters of Hanauma Bay.
Older children will appreciate
the pursuits found on Kauai, Maui
and the Big Island as all provide a
healthy dose of adventure. Get below
the water’s surface with a trip to the
Maui Ocean Centre or the Atlantis
Submarine, or stake out a spot on
one of the many white, black and
even green-sand beaches. Away from
the water’s edge, hiking trails for all
levels will reveal stunning waterfalls
and pools, or explore steaming fields
and lava tubes.
DON’T MISS...

The Old Lahaina Luau

A family surfing lesson

A scenic tour of the
Na Pali Coast
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06
England

England may be small, but
it packs a punch. There are
few places on Earth that can
rival the sheer variety on
offer. There are fewer still
that can charm visitors of all
ages with the perfect balance
of rich heritage and modern
innovation. It doesn’t matter
if your family is looking for
pastoral beauty, cultural
enlightenment or a beach
getaway, you’ll find it here.
Naturally, the best place to start
your English exploration is London.
It’s the second most-visited city in
the world and welcomes families
with an endless list of highlights.
From the London Eye to the
Tate Museum; Tower of London
to Buckingham Palace; St Paul’s
Cathedral to Piccadilly Circus;
a month in London would
only scratch the surface.
Of course, the charms of England
go beyond its most famous city.
For seaside fun, get to Brighton
or Kent. Walk over ancient stones
as you follow in the footsteps of
the Romans in Bath. Cheer on the
home team at a football match in
Manchester, or cycle the picturesque
streets of the Cotswolds’ limestone
villages. There is no shortage of
family fun right throughout England.
DON’T MISS...

A trip on the London Eye
The Roman Baths
family audio trail

A Manchester United
football match
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Gold Coast

If you can’t make it overseas,
there is plenty of excitement
right here in Australia.
Queensland’s Gold Coast
is a top spot for family fun,
and for good reason. More
than 200 days of sunshine
throughout the year means
perfect weather to enjoy the
70 kilometres of dazzling
coastline and thrilling
theme parks.
Beach-going families are spoilt for
choice. Head to the golden shores of
Surfers Paradise or Broadbeach. Get
off the beaten path with a trip to any
number of smaller, quieter spots in
between. Or make the short trip to
Tangalooma or Moreton Island.
Off the beach, there are many theme
and water parks to choose from.
Warner Bros. Movie World offers up
movie-themed thrills, while Sea World
Gold Coast lets visitors choose between
creatures and coasters. Dreamworld,
Wet’n’Wild and WhiteWater
World, plus other attractions such as
Currumbin Wildlife Park, Australian
Outback Spectacular and Paradise
Country, are also available. Just make
sure you take some time to explore
some of the Gold Coast’s natural
wonders, with hiking trails to suit all
levels in the World Heritage-listed
rainforest.
DON’T MISS...

The theme park fun

Glow worms at
Springbrook

Lizard spotting, Burleigh
Heads National Park
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08
Paris

Families with older children
are sure to savour the sights,
sounds and flavours of Paris,
but the city may surprise
with its selection of fun
suitable for families with
younger children. History,
food, culture and some of
the world’s most famous
landmarks are all par for
the course, but delve a little
deeper to uncovered Paris’
less-travelled attractions.
It’s easy to discover (or rediscover)
the magic of Paris with your kids.
Climb to the top of the Arc de
Triomphe for sensational views over
the city to the Eiffel Tower. Walk the
halls of the Louvre, while the entire
family marvels at the world’s greatest
collection of artworks. Or grab a treat
with a crepe from a street vendor.
Escape the crowds and please younger
minds with a trip to La Cite Des
Enfants. Designed specifically for
children, this unique museum teaches
little ones about science through
interactive, multi-lingual exhibits.
Alternatively, check out some of the
city’s green spaces to relax while the
kids run wild. Parc de la Villette,
Jardin d’Acclimation and Jardin des
Tuileries are popular choices with
playgrounds and rides to explore.
DON’T MISS...

The toy sail boats in
Luxembourg Gardens

09
Vanuatu

Any parent will tell you,
one of the deciding factors
on where to go for holiday is
the time it takes to get there.
Luckily, Vanuatu offers up all
of the sun, sand and fun of a
tropical island escape, and
it only takes approximately
three hours to get there from
the east coast.
Port Vila is a great place to start,
if only because most international
flights land here. There are ample
quality accommodation options for
families to choose from and a great
mix of things to see and do. It’s all
about water-based fun with soft
sand beaches and crystal-clear waters
teeming with colourful fish and
corals. Snorkel, paddle or jet ski in
nearby Mele Bay, or take to the skies
with older children for parasailing.
If you can peel yourself away from
the water’s edge, exciting inland
experiences await. Both young and
old will appreciate the natural beauty
of the Mele Cascades reached by
an easy jungle walk. Or island hop
over to Tanna Island to see the fiery
display of the Mount Yasuo volcano.
DON’T MISS...

Hideaway Island’s
underwater post office

Nambawan Cafe
and Moonlight Cinema

The culture of Ekasup

A private Louvre tour

A sweet treat from
the local bakery
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10

California

Beaches and mountains,
world-class theme parks and
museums, decadent spas
and shopping – California
calls to families across the
globe with fun that spans the
entire spectrum of age and
interests. The Golden State
lays claim to more than 200
days of sunshine every year.
Anaheim is a popular choice for
first-time family visits to California,
thanks in large part to Disneyland.
The ‘Happiest Place on Earth’ is
certainly the king of the state’s
theme-park precinct, but don’t forget
that Universal Studios, Knott’s Berry
Farm, Six Flags, Raging Waters and
Legoland are all approximately an
hour’s drive away.
Beyond the thrills and spills of
roller coasters and cartoon characters,
California stuns with its natural
beauty, from Yosemite’s scenic
mountainscapes to the incredible
glory of the tallest trees in the world
at Redwood National Park. Enjoy
the laidback beach culture of Santa
Monica and its famous pier; marvel at
the majesty of San Francisco’s Golden
Gate Bridge; spot the stars along
Hollywood Boulevard or hop in a car
for the road trip of a lifetime along
California’s coast on Highway One.
DON’T MISS...

A day or two at
Disneyland

Animal spotting at
San Diego Zoo

Standing at the foot of a
redwood tree
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Cairns & Great
Barrier Reef

When it comes to tropical
getaways in Oz, Cairns holds
the top spot. Home to the
Daintree Rainforest and
gateway to the Great Barrier
Reef, it more than holds its
own among the world’s travel
hotspots. When it comes to
families, Cairns really hits its
stride. Beachfront hotels and
apartments are abundantly
available, as are exciting
activities.
Your days can be as relaxing as
watching the kids splash around in
the Esplanade Lagoon or marvelling
at the treetop views of the Daintree
in the Skyrail cablecar. For an added
touch of luxury, head a bit further
north to Port Douglas and famous
Four Mile Beach.
The Great Barrier Reef is among the
highlights of the area, with plenty of
tour options to suit families. Teens
will appreciate getting to the outer
reef to view the multi-coloured
coral and creatures. There are also
pontoon tours available for younger
kids, providing multiple reef-viewing
opportunities.
DON’T MISS...

A dip in the Esplanade
Lagoon

Finding ‘Nemo’ on a reef
snorkelling tour
Gliding over Barron
Gorge National Park with
Skyrail
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12

Sydney

Sydney serves up the big-city
glam yet maintains a certain
accessibility that makes
it a top choice for families
seeking a little cosmopolitan
flair. You can get into the
thick of it with a spot in
Darling Harbour, or you can
bunk up along the fringes to
venture into the city when
the mood strikes.
The city is ripe with opportunity for
families to get exploring. Many of
the best museums and attractions are
positioned close together, ensuring
easy navigation as you start out.
A trip to the Opera House and
Sydney Harbour Bridge are great
family photo opportunities. Older
children may even want to brave
the climb to the top of the bridge.
The Sydney Aquarium is close by as is
Madam Tussauds. Alternatively, ride
the roller coasters of Luna Park or
catch the ferry out to Taronga Zoo.
The fun isn’t restricted to the city
centre, though, with a couple of
coastal getaways within a 30-minute
drive. Stretch out in the sands
of famous Bondi Beach, or head
to Manly to test the waters at
Manly Cove Beach.
DON’T MISS...

Cuddle a koala
at Taronga Zoo

Soak up the sun
at Bondi

A picnic at the
Royal Botanic Gardens
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Iceland

Appealing to families that
appreciate holidays well off
the beaten path, Iceland is
a fantastic choice. It’s all
about new adventures, but
that doesn’t mean it’s strictly
for older kids. Quite the
opposite. This other-worldly
island enchants young
and old with its surreal
landscapes and incredible
hospitality.
While it’s certainly not fair to say that
Iceland is all about the landscapes,
it’s true that nature’s bounty plays
a large part. From Reykjavik to the
Westman Islands, the scenery inspires
open-mouthed amazement. Summer
offers up blue skies, verdant cliffs
and cascading waterfalls. Winter
transforms the landscape into a
snow‑covered wonderland worthy
of your children’s favourite Disney
movies, while geysers gush, hot
springs steam and mud pots bubble
throughout the year.
You may be transfixed by the natural
surrounds, but don’t overlook the
cultural side of this destination.
Reykjavik is a compact centre easily
traversed on foot that captivates
imaginations with a rich history and
varied list of activities. Learn about
the Vikings at one of the many
museums, relax in the thermal pools
or feed the ducks at Tjornin Lake.
DON’T MISS...

A dip in Grindavik’s
Blue Lagoon

The Aurora Borealis
The Great Geysir
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TO MAKE YOU FEEL LIKE
A KID AGAIN

H O L I D AY T R E AT S

WE’VE ROUNDED UP
SOME OF THE MOST
QUINTESSENTIAL
HOLIDAY TREATS.SHARE
THE SUGARY HIGHS AND
IRRESISTIBLE SALT Y FIXES
ON YOUR NEXT FAMILY
HOLIDAY OVERSEAS.
Words: Rachel Surgeoner

United States

Shave ice in Hawaii
While the history of shave ice can be traced
back to Japan, and we’re all familiar with
the ‘sno cone’, shave ice is shaved – not
crushed – and in Hawaii, it’s as ubiquitous
as hibiscus flowers. Enjoy flavours such as
guava, pineapple and lychee, often served
with a scoop of ice-cream on top and/or
azuki bean paste on the bottom.
Hotdog at a ball game
Take me out to the ball game! There’s
almost nothing more American than biting
into a hotdog, especially at a sporting
event. If you find yourself in New York,
head to Coney Island to try a Nathan’s
Famous hotdog and catch a local Brooklyn
Cyclones baseball game (cheaper and easier
to get tickets to than the Yankees or Mets).
Ice-cream on Santa Monica Pier
Nothing beats an ice-cream by the ocean.
When in California, Santa Monica’s
carnival-esque pier is a must for ice-cream,
or even a specialty ice-cream soda from the
retro Soda Jerks.
Saltwater taffy, Atlantic City
Saltwater taffy has been an iconic candy
sold from New Jersey’s Atlantic City since
the 1880s. Today, you can still get it here
on the boardwalk, along with a handful of
other popular beach spots in the US and
fittingly, in Salt Lake City, Utah.
Turkey leg, Disneyland
Heading to Anaheim? You have to get
a turkey leg! These oversized bird legs,
or galactic gobblers as they call them, have
become synonymous with Disneyland.
Just when you thought it was all about
Mickey Mouse ears.
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Europe and UK

How to eat
like a local

Crepes in Paris, France
Watching the skill of the crepe
makers on the streets of Paris
is almost as much fun as eating
them. Dig into this Brittany
culinary delight – popular
fillings include Nutella or
ham and cheese.

When you’re on holiday, it’s always
better to eat like a local instead of
making a beeline for the nearest
familiar fast food chain.

Fish and chips
in Brighton, UK
Brighton might be famous for
its Brighton rock candy, but it’s
also a quintessential place for
fish and chips by the seaside.
Check out award-winning
Bardsley’s, a family-run fish
and chippery since 1926.

JAPAN Sitting on tatami mats on the floor and
dining at a lowered table is the traditional way
to dine zashiki-style in Japanese culture. Don a
kimono and enjoy a several-course kaiseki meal
when staying in a ryokan (a Japanese-style inn).
HAWAII No trip to Hawaii is complete without
experiencing a luau – a celebration of Polynesian
culture that includes traditional dance and a
spread of kalua pig (cooked in the ground), fish
wrapped in taro leaves and poi – a Polynesian
starch made of taro.

Gelato in Rome, Italy
There’s no shortage of gelato
in Rome. The hardest part is
deciding on a flavour. The mind
and taste buds boggle. Sample
as many as you can.

ITALY Join an Italian family feast and
experience the joys of passing copious amounts
of food around a communal dining table.
Enjoy antipasti, pasta, meats, vegetables, salads
and dolce (dessert) followed by an espresso.
Note: leave a mouthful on your plate or the host
will assume you want more!

Fondue in Switzerland
Who doesn’t love melted cheese?
The perfect dish for the whole
family, fondue is served in a
communal pot, traditionally
heated by a candle and eaten by
dipping bread into the cheesy
gooeyness with a long-stemmed
fork. Try a chocolate fondue
for dessert, too.
Fries in Belgium
Known to the Belgians as ‘frites’,
here fried potato is serious
business. There’s an assortment
of sauces, with mayonnaise being
a popular choice. There are even
museums dedicated to the frite
in Brussels and Bruges.

CHINA Going for dim sum or yum cha is a
much-loved Chinese tradition. Delicacies are
served in bamboo steamers from trolleys pushed
around the restaurant. Wash down dim sum with
Chinese tea – it’s customary to pour others tea
before filling your own cup.
AFRICA Partake in a boma – an open-air,

Asia

Mango sticky rice
in Bangkok, Thailand
The perfect Asian dessert – or anytime
snack really – this dish is a Thai
speciality, a perfect marriage of sweet
coconut rice and tropical mango.
Egg waffles in Hong Kong
One of the most visually appealing street
foods, this eggy waffle concoction can
be found on the streets of Hong Kong
and Macau. Bite into the warm puffy
morsels unadorned, or try one of the
more modern takes on the old-fashioned
classic served with ice-cream and
puddings.
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African-style barbecue built within a traditional
stick enclosure.

Spring rolls
in China
While spring rolls are a dime a dozen
in Oz, many would argue you haven’t
tried spring rolls until you have them
made fresh in China. You’ll find
regional variations on the popular
dish all over Asia.

Getting there

Visit your local Flight Centre for more advice and
the latest deals on these foodie destinations.
Go to flightcentre.com.au
or call 131 600 24 hours

ENGLAND The traditional Sunday roast at
the pub is a must, particularly cosy in the winter
when the fireplace is lit. Kids are always welcome
in pubs in the UK, too, with an adult.

MEXICO Sample Mexico’s regional
specialties: Oaxaca is famous for its seven mole
sauces, try fish tacos on the Baja Peninsula,
and organic coffee and chocolate in Chiapas.
And tacos, so many tacos.

USA Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday
celebrating the end of the traditional harvest
season at the end of November. Expect a feast
of turkey with cranberry sauce, roast vegetables,
stuffing and, of course, pumpkin pie for dessert.
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STORYBOOK
LOCATIONS
TO RELIVE
THE MAGIC
TA KE A NOSTALG IC STE P B AC K IN TO T H E
PAG ES OF CL ASSIC B O O KS A N D R EL I V E
THE M AGI C W ITH YOU R FA M ILY AT T H ES E
G LOBAL D ESTIN ATIO N S.

Words: Tijana Jaksic
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T

he wilted
corners of
pages turned night
after night hold
the keys to some
of our earliest
memories; perfect
fantasies bound
only by the limits
of imagination.

For generations, children’s
storybooks have transported
us to worlds we never
dreamed possible, from the
winding depths of dark and
dangerous forests where bad
wolves lurk, to the dizzying
heights of wizards flying on
broomsticks in pursuit of
golden snitches.
Over time, these scenes
and characters become
etched into our DNA.
But even the world’s most
influential storytellers created
such unforgettable fantasy
lands based on real-world
inspiration. Together, explore
the heart-warming locations
you grew up with – and that
your children have grown to
know and love – and once
again be immersed in a world
of sheer wonder.
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ENGLAND

GERMANY

Beatrix Potter

Neuschwanstein
Castle

Discover the land
of Peter Rabbit
in the tranquil,
rolling landscape
of England’s Lake
District in Cumbria.

Enchanting forests,
whimsical spires
and a picture-perfect
alpine backdrop make
Neuschwanstein Castle
a real-life fairy tale in the
Bavarian Alps.

08

The lush-green meadows,
tree-lined valleys, glistening
waters and charming stone
villages inspired many of
Beatrix Potter’s beautifully
illustrated children’s books
– as did the local wildlife
cast as her loveable leading
characters. Visit Hill Top, the
17th-century farmhouse and
gardens where Potter penned
her works, admire original
watercolours and sketches at
the Beatrix Potter Gallery, and
watch her stories come to life
at the award-winning World of
Beatrix Potter attraction. There
are plenty of ‘Peter Rabbits’
frolicking in the fields too.
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09

CUMBRIA, UK

It’s no wonder the castle’s striking
facade was used as inspiration for
Disney’s Magic Kingdom and the
bastion of Sleeping Beauty. The
fantasy-fuelled King Ludwig II,
also known as the ‘mad king’, built
the extravagant castle as a place
of refuge in the 1800s. Ironically,
it has today become the mostvisited castle in Europe. Discover
a spellbinding maze of spiralling
staircases, over-the-top lavish
rooms, cobbled courtyards and
soaring balconies lined by marble
archways framing panoramas fit
for a prince and princess.
SCHWANGAU, GERMANY
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NEW ZEALAND

NEW YORK CIT Y

Hobbiton

Eloise, The
Plaza Hotel

Take a journey
to Middle-Earth in
New Zealand.

The high-fantasy world of
J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the
Rings and The Hobbit novels
comes to life at the Hobbiton
Movie Set. Located on
picturesque rolling farmland
just outside Auckland, this
bucolic setting for The Shire is
accessible only by guided tour.
Discover Hobbit Holes,
Green Dragon Inn, the Party
Tree, The Mill, the iconic
double-arched bridge and
other structures and gardens
built to imitate scenes from
one of the best-selling novel
series ever written. Beyond
Hobbiton, New Zealand is
rich in astonishing natural
landscapes also used as a
dramatic backdrop in filming.

The halls of New York
City’s Plaza Hotel
come to life as vividly
in the flesh as they do
in the pages of Eloise,
published in 1955.

08
07

Author Kay Thompson lived
at the hotel as she wrote
the story of this fiendish
six‑year‑old ‘city child’ who
spied on guests, poured
water down the mail chute
and made the hotel her
playground. The Plaza Hotel
proudly claims Eloise as part
of its heritage and even hangs
her portrait in the lobby.
Visit the ‘tippy-top-floor’
where Eloise lived, dine from
themed menus at the Palm
Court and sleep over in the
one-of-a-kind, pink-swathed
Eloise Suite, which perfectly
captures her ebullient spirit.
Children can also rent bicycles
to scoot around the park, play
dress-ups and more at the
Eloise Store.
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MATAMATA, NEW ZEALAND

NEW YORK CITY, USA
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LONDON

Paddington
Bear

The classic tales
of Paddington
Bear have long
held children’s
imaginations captive.
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CANADA

Anne of Green Gables Farm
Since Anne of Green
Gables was published
in 1908, scenes from
the novel have been
immortalised in
musicals, plays, film
and television series.
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But the real-life inspiration lives on
in Cavendish, on Prince Edward
Island. Wander the iconic farmhouse
central to the story, where author
Lucy Montgomery spent endless
hours visiting her cousins who
owned it in real life. Complete
with its dark-green painted gables,
it is now a literary landmark and,

in the 1930s, was granted national
park status. Just minutes away,
you can find the ‘Haunted Woods’,
‘Lovers Lane’ and ‘Balsam Hollow’,
as well as visit The Avonlea Village
museum to glimpse a perfect replica
of the village.

08

This cuddly star of more than
20 books was catapulted to
fame in 1975 on our TV
screens with the popular
animated TV series. In 2014,
the Paddington Bear movie
put London on the big screen
again for a new generation.
Relive the opening scenes on
platform one of Paddington
Railway Station, where the
04
bumbling bear first arrived
from Darkest Peru and today,
the world’s only Paddington
Bear Shop stands. Seek out
Gruber’s Antiques shop on
Portobello Road, stop by
Buckingham Palace where the
bear took refuge, and finish at
the Natural History Museum
where the dramatic climax sees
Paddington meet his nemesis,
the cruel taxidermist played
by Nicole Kidman in the film.
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LONDON W2, ENGLAND
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CAVENDISH, PRINCE EDWARD
ISLAND, CANADA
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NEW YORK CIT Y

GERMANY

Stuart Little

Brothers Grimm
fairy tales

The 1999 movie
adaptation of Stuart
Little is impossible to
forget, but it was the
book that first won
our hearts.

Written by E.B. White
in 1945, it’s a classic tale
about the mouse that could
– miniature in stature but
determined to survive in a big
and often frightening human
world. His adventures take
us across New York City and,
in one of the most famous
scenes, to Conservatory Water
in Central Park. Here, Stuart
sailed a toy ship to victory in
a race across the pond. From
April to October, you can
relive this magical moment
by renting a model sailboat
near the Kerbs Memorial
Boathouse, or else, simply
watch. On Saturdays, a race
sets sail from 10am.

08
The old-style fairy
tales of the Brothers
Grimm transpired
over 200 years ago in
the charismatic heart
of Germany, along
what has now been
coined the German
Fairytale Route.

03
04
01

05
02

NEW YORK CITY, USA

08

A 600-kilometre stretch, it
takes in the colourful forests,
beautiful rivers, medieval
castles and hilltop villages
that inspired the likes of
Red Riding Hood, Hansel
and Gretel, Cinderella and
Rapunzel. Peer into the
famed ‘Talking Mirror’ at
Lohr Castle, step into the
Snow White Museum in
tiny Bergfreiheit where real
dwarfs once lived, and stop
in Hamelin, where the Pied
Piper lured the rats away with
his tunes. Nostalgic sights
and museums abound
around every twist and
turn, including the
very towns where the
Grimm brothers lived,
while an entertaining
lineup of events adds a
touch of fanciful theatre.
HANAU TO BREMEN
VIA MARBURG AND
KASSEL, GERMANY
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DUBROVNIK

OXFORD

Game of
Thrones

Hogwarts

J.K. Rowling took
us on a whimsical
journey over seven
enthralling books.
Now, Harry Potter
is the most famous
wizard in the world.

The epic Game of
Thrones storyline,
which has audiences
across the world
gripping the edge of
their seats, is based
on A Song of Ice
and Fire, a series
of fantasy novels by
George R.R. Martin.

The UNESCO World
Heritage city of Dubrovnik
proved to be the perfect
backdrop for scenes of
powerful Westeros during
filming. Wander the Old
Town streets where everyday
life played out in King’s
Landing, scale the ancient
city walls to discover the
Tomb of the Undying at
Minceta Tower, and peer
down over the bay where the
Battle of the Blackwater took
place. Amid such medieval
splendour, you can unlock the
secrets of many more scenes
across the city, including the
‘Red Keep’ and ‘Qarth’.
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Where did all that magic
begin? At the Hogwarts
School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry. Discover the
real Hogwarts at England’s
prestigious Christ Church
College in Oxford. Follow
in the footsteps of Harry
and the other first-year
wizards as they first arrived
to be greeted by Professor
McGonagall: ascend the
same 16th-century stone
staircase to the Great Hall.
While there may not be
floating candles and moving
portraits, this hall with its
vaulted ceiling is a truly
miraculous sight to behold.
ST ALDATE’S, OXFORD,
ENGLAND

DUBROVNIK, CROATIA
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6 MAGICAL

W HI T E CH R I ST M AS
DE STI N AT I O N S
Words: Jason Dutton-Smith

I always dreamt of a white Christmas as a small boy. The nostalgic
childhood thoughts burst into memories of Christmas movie
favourites such as A Christmas Story, A Christmas Carol and
Home Alone. But thinking of what the snow is falling on, is just as
important as where the snow may fall. These six cities will put the
magic in Christmas like nowhere else.

W H E R E T O H AV E A W H I T E C H R I S T M A S

Vail, Colorado USA

Ski lodges deck the halls with
holly; skiing Santas line the
many slopes; Christmas lights
twinkle throughout the snowcovered trees. Vail is a popular
ski resort that really turns on
the Christmas charm. The
third-largest ski mountain in
North America, Vail is a winter
favourite. With more than
200 ski runs and an endless
array of family activities, this
popular destination comes
alive at Christmas. Treelighting ceremonies, parades
and loads of cheer make for a
festive holiday. If renting a villa
or home, arrangements can
be made to have a beautifully
decorated Christmas tree
waiting for you upon arrival.

Lapland, Finland Scandinavia

Even as adults, we’d like to think that there could be a place where
anything is possible, where the natural beauty is endless and
constantly draws your breath. Lapland, in northern Finland, is a place
where you can watch the Northern Lights dance across the night
sky, and where dog and reindeer sleighs are the most common form
of transport. This is not a mythical place, though. This is, after all,
the place that Santa Claus calls home, a place for the perfect multigenerational Christmas for both the young and the young at heart.

“Jingle bells
across the
snow.”
> The world’s first

Christmas tree was
erected in Tallinn’s
Raekoja plats in 1441.
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W H E R E T O H AV E A W H I T E C H R I S T M A S

Quebec City Canada

Tallinn Estonia

Vienna Austria

Rochester, Kent
United Kingdom

Voted by CNN as one of the
top 10 cities in the world to
spend the holiday season,
Quebec City has delighted
visitors for centuries with its
French heritage and charm.
Each December, this city
transforms into the perfect
Christmas village where
lights, decorations, concerts
and festivals elevate the
season into one of sheer joy.
Stroll along Rue du PetitChamplain, skate on an
outdoor ice rink or sip mulled
wine from the Christmas
markets. Stay at one of the
world’s most photographed
hotels – Fairmont Le Château
Frontenac – and toboggan
down the slopes of Dufferin
Terrace at the foot of the
Château, a family Christmas
tradition for over 100 years.
Vienna at Christmas could
convert even the Grinch into a
carol-singing, holiday-loving fan.
One of Europe’s most charming
cities, Vienna plays host to
more than 300 Christmas
balls, many of which are held
in the palatial settings of grand
ballrooms and historic opera
houses. Arguably the most
famous Christmas ballet, The
Nutcracker is performed at the
famed 19th-century Staatsoper,
Vienna’s majestic State Opera
House, and is a great way to
introduce the family to ballet
and a Christmas favourite.
Many of the city squares
host concerts, which are well
attended by the locals, and
Christmas markets dot the city.

Admittedly, Tallinn may not be the
first Christmas destination you
think of, but alongside its many
charms, it’s also responsible for a
much-loved Christmas tradition still
recognised today – the Christmas
tree. In the centre of town sits
Raekoja plats, where evening
lanterns light up the narrow
cobblestone streets. It is here that
wooden market huts have hosted
Christmas markets for centuries
and where, in the year 1441, the
world’s first Christmas tree was
erected. This Eastern European
winter wonderland also sports an
outdoor ice-skating rink and film
screenings throughout the season
with classical music events and jazz
concerts. Old Town is listed as a
UNESCO World Heritage site and
often referred to as the ‘medieval
pearl of Europe’.

Charles Dickens’ A Christmas
Carol, with such iconic characters
as Ebenezer Scrooge and the
ghosts of Christmas past, present
and yet to come, is one of the most
beloved family Christmas stories
of all time. And with Rochester in
Kent being Dickens’ final resting
place, and where he spent five
of his childhood years, it only
seems fitting that the town would
host an annual Charles Dickens
Christmas Festival. With lamplit parades, Christmas carollers
and fabled Dickens characters
from his much-loved stories, the
magic of Christmas springs to life.
Rochester’s fairytale castle and
lovely cathedral frame this magical
season, bringing one of England’s
much-loved writers back to life.

Getting there

Visit your local Flight Centre for more advice
and deals on travelling to Christmas-themed
destinations. Go to flightcentre.com.au
or call 131 600 24 hours.
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YOUR ESSENTIAL

L O N D O N F O R FA M I L I E S

WA LT D I S N EY W O R L D
DICTIONARY

Words: Ashton Rigg

WALT DISNEY
CREATED HIS
OWN WORLD,
AND IT HAS
A UNIQUE
LANGUAGE,
AS OUR GUIDE
EXPLAINS.
01 Cast members

All Disney staff are referred to
as ‘cast members’, including resort
housekeeping, waitstaff and attraction
attendants.
There are more than 60,000 cast
members at Walt Disney World Resort,
easily identifiable by a name badge that
also shows where they hail from.
It’s doubly handy for non-English
speakers as badges also note if the cast
member speaks a foreign language.

02 Epcot

Epcot, short for Experimental
Prototype Community of Tomorrow, is
one of Walt Disney World’s four theme
parks. The late Walt Disney had a dream
of re-thinking city living, and while his
utopian community never came to life,
Epcot celebrates his desire to showcase
new technologies, ideas and ingenuity.
Epcot focuses on space and discovery
in Future World, and World Showcase’s
micro-towns honour 11 countries.
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> CLOCKWISE

FROM FAR LEFT:
Learn the Disney jargon to
maximise your child's fun;
take a seat with Walt and
Minnie; Mickey at Tusker
House; your MagicBand
unlocks the Magic Kingdom,
hotel room and more; the
Magical Express bus will
whisk you from Orlando
International Airport to Walt
Disney World Resort hotels.

03 Character dining

Don’t feel like waiting in line
for the better part of an hour to snap
a quick pic with Pooh? Book a table at a
Character Dining restaurant and let Pooh
come to you – an easy way to guarantee
a photo opp with your favourite stars.
There are 18 Character Dining
restaurants throughout Walt Disney
World Resort, including the highly
popular Cinderella’s Royal Table.
Reservations are essential.

04 Extra Magic Hour

Imagine having a whole theme park
to yourself! Walt Disney World can’t go
that far, but it does offer the chance to
explore the parks in its Extra Magic
Hour. Every day one of the four main
parks opens an hour early or remains
open one or two hours after closing for
the exclusive use of Disney Resort guests.
Not all attractions are open during the
Extra Magic Hours, but the queues are
definitely shorter!

05 Disney Dining Plans

More than 100 restaurants across
Walt Disney World are part of the Disney
Dining Plan program, only available if
you have booked a Magic Your Way
Vacation Package, which includes a resort
stay and theme park tickets.
There is a wide range of dining plans
– the one you choose will dictate how
many meals you can redeem per person
per day, as well as the type of meal, for
example, snacks from food carts.

06 FastPass+

Waiting is part of the experience
for most visitors. Wait times can be short
(5 to 30 minutes) moderate (35 to 55
minutes) or long (65 to 80 minutes).
Complimentary FastPass+ is your key to
jumping the queue. Choose up to three
attractions per day, select your arrival
time, and speed on through the FastPass+
entrance at up to 60 attractions. You can
make FastPass+ selections online, on the
app or in person at a FastPass+ kiosk.

07 MagicBand

09 Magical Express

11 PhotoPass

Your MagicBand is both your key
to the Magic Kingdom and your hotel
room. Once you’ve booked your stay at
a Disney Resort hotel, your MagicBand
will be sent out to you, and you can
then link your band to your My Disney
Experience account. MagicBands can be
used at dining locations, at the FastPass+
entrance for certain attractions, for the
Disney PhotoPass service, and to enter
the six theme parks and water parks.

All aboard Disney’s Magical Express
– the dedicated motorcoach service
between Orlando International Airport
and Walt Disney World Resort hotels.
Reservations are required to use
the Magical Express and can be made
when you book your Disney Resort
accommodation.
If you already have your MagicBands,
keep them in your carry-on so you can
check in to the Magical Express.

Do you flip back through your
holiday photos only to realise dad isn’t
in any because he was always behind the
lens? Disney’s PhotoPass Service aims
to make sure the whole family is in the
picture. Keep an eye out for Nikon
photographers stationed around the
parks, line up for the shot, get your
MagicBand scanned and presto – a new
family portrait! The images are available
on your My Disney Experience account.

08 My Disney Experience

10 Park Hopper

12 Pin trading

This is your portal for a seamless
Disney experience, available online as
well as on the app store. From hotel
check-ins to making dinner reservations,
booking your FastPass+ selections,
checking waiting times at attractions and
accessing your PhotoPass snaps, creating
a My Disney Experience account gathers
it all into one neat virtual package.
You can also link your credit card for
easy charging.

If you’re short on time and high on
energy, you might consider tackling more
than one theme park in a day. If you do,
an optional Park Hopper pass will allow
you to jump from one park to another
within a day. Another ticket add-on is
the Water Parks Fun & More Option,
which gives you access to the water parks
as well as other Disney destinations such
as mini-golf courses and the ESPN Wide
World of Sports Complex.

Guests wearing lanyards adorned
with Disney pins are about as common
as guests wearing Mouse Ears (read: very).
The pin trading trend took off at the
Millennium Celebrations in 1999 and
hasn’t slowed down since. From Pixar
classics to famous rides, vintage Mickey,
Star Wars, Avengers and even Disney
villains, there are hundreds of pins, some
of them rare pins that serious pin-hunters
are always on the lookout for.
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theme park scoop
TR AVEL GUIDES

Theme
park scoop
WE ASK SAVVY KIDS
FOR THEIR TIPS ON THE
WORLD’S BIGGEST AND
BEST THEME PARKS

Hong Kong
Disneyland

Sea World,
Gold Coast

Dreamworld,
Gold Coast

Tokyo
Disneyland

Why I love it...

Why I love it...

Why I love it...

Why I love it...

Allegra, 9

Ava, 11

Bella,13

Raff, 7

You can do it in half a
day. The cool thing is
if you’re a bit older, it’s safe
enough to run off by yourself
and your mum doesn’t freak out.

FAVOURITE RIDE

Space Mountain

We liked Space Mountain because you go
really slowly up a giant hill and you see the
planets and they talk about space and then
music comes on and you start going really
fast in circles.
SCARIEST RIDE

RC Racer

There weren’t any really scary rides for
me, but they might be for the younger
kids. RC Racer in Toy Story Land is fun.
It went very high and you felt like you
were going to fly off the ramp.
BEST SOUVENIR

Mickey Mouse necklace

My brother got a Duffy hat, which we still
laugh about, and I got a cute necklace with
Mickey Mouse on it. I also bought my
cousins loads of Frozen stuff.
TOP TIPS

Get a map

This really is a place for younger kids.
Older kids might be bored. Get a map,
there are different lands to find – Toy Story
Land, Adventureland and Fantasyland.
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We stayed at Sea World
Resort so you can get in
before the general public while
there are no queues. Also it’s a
theme park and a zoo all in one.

FAVOURITE RIDE

Jet Rescue

I loved how you got to sit on your own
jet‑ski and it went around corners so fast.
We discovered where the camera was and
every time we went past, we pulled faces
to get funny photos.
SCARIEST RIDE

Storm Coaster

I liked it because it’s a fast rollercoaster,
but it goes up a hill really slowly then drops
down into water and into a dark tunnel
and you can’t see anything for a while.
BEST SOUVENIR

Dolphin photo

Definitely the photo I got with the
dolphin after my dolphin swim. I love the
way my dolphin looks like it’s posing for
the photo.
TOP TIPS

Bring your bathers

We wore our swimmers with a rash vest all
day because we got wet on so many rides.
It was easy not having to get changed or
carry bags of clothes.

I love the combination
of thrills and animals
and DreamWorks characters.
The park is huge and has a
great atmosphere.

FAVOURITE RIDE

Tower of Terror II

Without expecting it, we blasted
backwards at a speed of 200km/h and
out of a tunnel. It’s one of the park’s
Big 9 Thrill Rides.
SCARIEST RIDE

The Giant Drop

It’s 39-storeys high, and it drops when you
least expect it and I felt like I was falling
and at the same time I was flying out of
my seat!
BEST SOUVENIR

A cute tiger plush toy

It was nice to calm down after the rides
by looking at the beautiful animals.
Before leaving Tiger Island, I just had
to buy a cute tiger plush toy.
TOP TIPS

Early bird catches the ride

Make sure you get there as close to
opening time as possible because the
lines are huge later in the day. Also try
to experience as many of the Big 9 rides
as possible.

Warner Bros. Movie
World, Gold Coast
Why I love it...

FAVOURITE RIDE

This ride was so cool that we went on
it twice.
SCARIEST RIDE

Big Thunder
Mountain

The scariest ride I went on was
Big Thunder Mountain and it made
my tummy turn. I avoided the other
scary‑looking ones after that.
BEST SOUVENIR

Mickey Mouse ears

You can’t go to Disneyland and not get
a set of Mickey Mouse ears.
TOP TIPS

Popcorn
and parade

Try the soy-sauce popcorn and be sure
to get a good spot to watch the amazing
Tokyo Disneyland Electrical Parade
Dreamlights. Get a FastPass+ and then
you won’t have to wait in long lines.

Why I love it...

Because it’s fun to
conquer your fears on
some of the big rides. We also
went to Wet’n’Wild next door,
which was awesome.
Paul, 11

I loved Mickey’s
PhilharMagic which was
a 3-D movie that you could
smell and feel as well. The night
parades are the best.

Buzz Lightyear’s
Astro Blasters

Legoland California,
San Diego

FAVOURITE RIDE

Wild West Falls
Adventure Ride

We got wet, which is a great way to
cool down.
SCARIEST RIDE

Superman Escape

The drop from the highest point of
Superman Escape and the speed the
carriage was going looked way too much
for me to handle. It is a crazy-looking
rollercoaster that includes a massive loop
that needed more courage than I could
find when I was 10. Maybe when I am
12 I’ll give it a go.
BEST SOUVENIR

Marvin the Martian photo

Getting a photo with Marvin the Martian
was fun.
TOP TIPS

Batwing Spaceshot

If you can get yourself on the Batwing ride,
you should be able to go on anything!
My advice is to try and step out of your
comfort zone and have loads of fun.

I am a massive Lego
geek so for me to be
surrounded by all the latest
Lego and see all of the Lego
up close was really awesome.

Jagger, 12

FAVOURITE RIDE

The Dragon ride in
Castle Hill

This is the best ride here and in the
other two Legolands in Denmark and
London too.
SCARIEST RIDE

Lego Technic
Coaster

Younger kids might find this one scary
as you race a life-size vehicle, but nothing
was too scary for bigger kids.
BEST SOUVENIR

Lego

I had a huge shopping spree in the Lego
shop and got all this cool Marvel stuff
that I had never seen before.
TOP TIPS

Take it all in

Definitely save up to spend in the Lego
store – you’ll love it if you have a creative
mind like me. And don’t race through
Miniland USA, look at all the details
of the replica famous buildings and the
Star Wars creations carefully.
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Entertain young explorers
at home and on the road with
our books and apps
Sign up to receive the Lonely Planet Kids newsletter and
receive 25% oﬀ your next Lonely Planet Kids purchase!

Disneyland,
Anaheim

Universal Studios
Hollywood, Los Angeles

Wet ’n’ Wild,
Sydney

Why I love it...

Why I love it...

Why I love it...

Mia, 11

Matisse, 11

Max, 8

It’s like walking into an
episode of The Simpsons
– we went to Springfield and
ate a massive pink donut from
Krusty Burger.

We met all the Disney
Princesses and had
photos with them all. We also
met Winnie the Pooh, Tigger,
and the Toy Story characters.

FAVOURITE RIDE

Splash Mountain

The ride starts off slowly, then goes
really fast and has a massive drop, and
we all got soaked with water. We had a
FASTPASS so we went on it three times
in a row.
SCARIEST RIDE

Silly Symphony
Swings

We went up so high and all I remember
was my legs were dangling in the air and
my thongs fell off.
BEST SOUVENIR

Minnie Mouse t-shirt

I also love my Disneyland autograph book
with all the signatures from the characters
I met.
TOP TIPS

Bibbidi Bobbidi
Boutique

My sisters and I spent an hour in the
boutique having our hair done and getting
dressed up as princesses for a photo. Get a
FASTPASS and stay for the fireworks and
parade at the end of the night.

FAVOURITE RIDE

Studio Tour

The Studio Tour takes you through all
the sets of the movies. We saw where
they filmed King Kong and Jaws, and
how they create New York or Paris in the
movies. There was an awesome Fast &
Furious Supercharged ride at the end.
SCARIEST RIDE

Jurassic Park – The Ride

You didn’t see when the big drop was
coming. We went into a cave and there
was a massive drop and we all got
saturated.
BEST SOUVENIR

Harry Potter

I am obsessed with Harry Potter so I was
in heaven when I saw this incredible shop
with wands, clothing and pictures, toys,
pillows and things I’d never seen before.
TOP TIPS

Pass to the front

Get Front of Line Tickets and don’t miss
The Simpsons Ride. Don’t bother with
the Despicable Me Minion Mayhem ride
unless you’re really young.

I loved Wet ‘n’ Wild
because of the wacky
family slides that we could race
one another on. I loved racing
mum and dad to try and win.

FAVOURITE RIDE

AquaLoop

I liked the mechanical waves and pool
at Wet ’n’ Wild and the best ride is
AquaLoop; we did that one again and
again.
SCARIEST RIDE

Typhoon
and the Curler

Typhoon is terrifying and so is the Curler,
which could hold all four of us. The T5
went dark in the middle of the slide, and
the Bombora looked scary, but I didn’t do
it because I wasn’t tall enough.
BEST SOUVENIR

Sweet Treats

I loved getting a frozen soft-serve Fanta,
which is my favourite soft drink from the
Sweet Treats shop because it was such a
hot day.
TOP TIPS

Bring your own

Mum says bring your own food to keep
the costs down.

Every month you’ll receive a hand-picked
selection of inspiring family travel articles,
fun activity sheets and news about new
Lonely Planet Kids products and
competitions, direct to your inbox.
Sign up at lptravel.to/ﬂight
@lpkids
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�he
CHALLENGE
OUR EXPERT FLIGHT CENTRE
CONSULTANTS PREPARE
A ONE AND TWO WEEK
ITINERARY FOR
YOUR FAMILY.

One
week

Getaway to Bali
for a beach
break and fun
family time.

CATHY
HINTON
FLIGHT
CENTRE,
FORRESTFIELD
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Bali is great for families of all ages as
the island is packed with plenty to do – or not
do – depending on your budget and interests.
A week allows for a quick beach break, fun
family time together, activities like Waterbom
Park, beach days and relaxation.

Stay

The Hard Rock Hotel: The hotel has a

fantastic family room with a separate loft area
for parents. This arrangement offers privacy
from the kids while allowing time together
and the flexibility to keep an eye on younger
children. Another great feature is the hotel’s Lil’
Rock Kids Club that will keep kids occupied
with activities and games led by experienced
staff.
If that’s not enough, the beach is just across
the road, the hotel has multiple pools, a water
playground and water slides. Families can also
pick up a great deal at this hotel with offers that
include free nights.
Activities: Waterbom Park is a must visit
for families in Bali and great for kids and
parents. With rides like the Lazy River and the
thrilling Climax ride, where the floor drops
out underneath you, there is something for all
tastes.
Families can rent a gazebo that you can
return to for shade and relaxation between
rides. A good tip is to buy your tickets
beforehand to save money and time on
admission prices.

> FROM LEFT: One of
Waterbom Park's thrilling
slides; the Ubud Sacred Monkey
Forest; Bali's famous spicy satay;
a butterfly at Bali Zoo; a Thai dancer;
the waters of Phuket's Phang Nga Bay.

Experience 1

A Balinese cooking class is another great
option for kids who love to get involved in the
kitchen.

Experience 2

Littlies will love a trip to see the animals at the
Bali Zoo, visiting the interactive Pirates Bay
restaurant with activities like children’s booty
hunt and checking out the butterflies at the
Butterfly House.
Older kids and teens can try more active
pursuits like white-water rafting, learning to
surf, snorkelling adventures and getting an
adrenaline rush at the Treetop Adventure Park
that sees you zip-lining through the trees.
Activities that young and old will enjoy,
include a ride on a glass-bottom boat, taking in
a Balinese dance show, taking a walk through
the rice paddies and plenty of time at the
beach.

Getting there

Flight Centre has great deals on family holiday packages
throughout the year. Keep an eye out for sales and visit your
closest store to chat to a consultant about getting the best rate.
Go to flightcentre.com.au or call 131 600 24 hours

Two
weeks

Enjoy the
highlights of
Bali and Phuket

Spoil the family with two holidays

in one. If you can’t choose between Bali and
Phuket, then make the most of our Double Dip
Flights and experience two destinations on your
next escape. Enjoy the sun-drenched beaches of
Bali before taking time out on Thailand’s largest
island, Phuket.

Week 1

Stay at Club Med Bali: Families can enjoy a

home away from home at Club Med Bali. If
you have the kids in tow, you can opt for an
interconnecting room with ample space for the
whole family. The kids will be well looked after
at the kids club, offering a comprehensive list
of age-appropriate activities. The flying-trapeze
school is always a favourite with circus activities
like tightrope, juggling and trampoline, while
parents can hide away in the aptly named Zen
pool.
Activities: Bali is incredibly popular with
families and it’s not hard to see why. You and
the kids can spend hours enjoying the gorgeous
beaches and the ever-present sunshine, with
plenty of sheltered shores that are perfect for the
little ones.
Or why not splash about at Waterbom
Park in Kuta? Ubud’s Sacred Monkey Forest
is popular, with the chance to get up close to
the forest’s furry residents. Then there’s the
Bali Treetop Adventure Park, where the family
can fly high with a bird’s-eye view of the lush
surrounds.

Week 2

Stay at Phuket Graceland Resort and Spa:

With a prime spot overlooking the beautiful
Andaman Sea, this luxury resort is a haven for
families. Kids will love the multiple swimming
pools, disco tenpin bowling and a kids club for
little ones aged up to 12 years old. Mum and
dad will appreciate the snooker club, fitness
centre and on-site cooking classes. There’s also
specially designed family accommodation with
separate living areas.
Activities: It’s hard to know where to start,
with so much to do and see in Phuket. Kids
will be mesmerised by the dazzling colours and
lights on display at Phuket FantaSea, a unique
live performance that combines elaborate
costumes with traditional dance. Cool off
at Splash Water Park or laugh-out-loud at
the unique displays at the Phuket Trickeye
Museum.
Of course, it will hard to tear the kids away
from Phuket’s fantastic beaches. A day trip out
to the stunning waters of Phang Nga Bay is also
a must.

Getting there

There are many luxury family holidays on offer.
Chat to your Flight Centre consultant about your needs
and they will find the perfect indulgent holiday for you.
Go to flightcentre.com.au or call 131 600 24 hours
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travel clinic

Q&A

Travel
clinic

I’m flying
overseas
with my sixmonth-old baby
for the first time.
What should I
pack for the flight
and what am I
allowed to take
on board?

Our family
of four
(two adults, two
children) is going
to Disneyland.
How many days
should we spend
at the theme
parks? Is it better
to stay on-site?

New regulations concerning the travel of
minors were introduced in 2015 as part of the
South African Immigration Act. All children
under the age of 18 travelling to and from
South Africa must now carry a full birth
certificate along with their passport through all entry and
exit points of the country.
Unaccompanied children must also provide a legal
document signed by non-travelling parents giving approval
for the child’s travel. The statutory declaration must contain
full names, passport information of the parents and child
registered on the birth certificate, as well as contact details
for any non-travelling parent. If it applies, your child must
produce a death certificate of a parent registered on the birth
certificate or a court order granting sole custody or legal
guardianship.
Upon landing, your child will personally be escorted
through immigration to arrivals and handed over to the
guardian advised to the airline before departure. This person
must carry proof of identification.

If your baby is
formula fed,
take as many
sterilised
bottles filled
with water as you require
for your journey. Although
baby food can be requested
with most airlines, it is not
guaranteed, so I recommend
taking your own if your
infant is on solids. You may
take liquids over 100ml
if specific to feeding but
you may be asked to taste
a small quantity when
passing through security.
Other items to take include
nappies, wet wipes, a
comforter and a change of
clothing for you and your
baby. Ask your agent to
request a bassinet for the
flight.

Disneyland
offers a
three-day
park hopper
ticket, which is
a perfect amount of time
to experience both theme
parks (Disneyland and
California Adventure Land).
The pass means you’ll have
one day at each park, and
then an extra day to go
back and see your favourites
again. As a bonus, the pass
gives you entry into the
park prior to opening hours
for selected attractions. A
FASTPASS is also highly
recommended for popular
rides. Staying on-site is
great, but not necessary.
There are many hotels and
resorts within walking
distance.

JAMIE-LEE REYNOLDS
FLIGHT CENTRE, COOLUM

ALISON CONEY
FLIGHT CENTRE, ASPLEY VILLAGE

JAKE CALDWELL
FLIGHT CENTRE, MINTO

WHEN IT COMES TO HOLIDAY
QUERIES, LET OUR EXPERTS
SHOW THE WAY

I’m sending my son overseas to
visit his grandparents in South
Africa. What is required to send him as
an unaccompanied minor?
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I’d love
to go on a
family road
trip somewhere
in Australia. What
is your top familyfriendly route
recommendation
for travelling by
car?
The Great Ocean
Road is a
great drive for
families as there
is something to
stop and see, or do, every
few kilometres. Starting from
Melbourne, it’s an easy-paced
drive, which will take you
across a range of landscapes,
including surf beaches,
rainforests and long stretches
of breathtaking cliffs. There
is plenty to keep the kids
occupied along the way,
including treetop zip-lining,
cliff and volcanic crater walks
and wildlife to spot, such as
whales and dolphins. Don’t
miss the 12 Apostles and Bells
Beach. The drive takes three
to five days from Melbourne
to Portland, with plenty of
accommodation options along
the way.
LISA PARHAM
FLIGHT CENTRE, CLEVELAND

The
Great Ocean
Road is a
great drive
for families.”

We’re
visiting
London for a
week with the
kids. What are
the must-see
family attractions
that won’t break
the bank?

We’re going on a family
cruise with three kids,
including a teenager and a toddler,
as well as my elderly parents. What
are the best cruise lines to cater for
a group with different ages?
Royal Caribbean is the best option for
families. The Adventure Ocean Kids
Club is split into different age groups
so your kids will always have activities
suitable for their age. On a trip with Royal
Caribbean, my son loved spending time in the
Science Lab where he got to make slime and experiment
with mini-volcanoes. Teenagers are also well looked
after with arcades, and teen-only events. For adults,
visit the adults-only pool, try your hand at trivia or take
in a show. The Royal Caribbean ships are some of the
best in the Southern Hemisphere, and onboard you’ll
find family-favourite activities like rock-climbing walls,
ice-skating rinks, mini-golf, and Flow Rider. There is
something on offer for everyone.
ALISON MCCARTHY
FLIGHT CENTRE, BELCONNEN

London is one
of my favourite
cities as there
is so much to
see and do. My
must-see recommendation
is the Making of Harry
Potter Tour at Warner Bros.
Studio in Watford. You can
do an organised tour from
London, which is definitely
better value if you book
in advance, especially if
you grab one of the family
tickets. Changing of the
Guard at Buckingham
Palace is a famous tradition
that takes place daily in
summer and every second
day in winter months. It’s
free to watch and a great
cultural experience that the
whole family will enjoy.
EMILY D’ARCY
FLIGHT CENTRE, NEUTRAL BAY

Do you have a travel
question you need
answering? Tweet it
to @FlightCentreAu
#AskTheExperts on
Twitter.

Getting there

Visit your local Flight Centre for
advice and latest deals on family
holidays. Go to flightcentre.com.au
or call 131 600 24 hours
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it’s all included
WITHOUT THE WORRY

#SandyBeach
@ellie_lowe

#Norway
@meraki_mother

#NewZealand
@seanscottphotography

#ByronBay
@down.to.the.sea

#Dreamworld
@theworldasbecseesit

#DisneyWorld
@chloe_bh

#Bali
@jewelzee

GOURMET CUISINE

ACTIVITIES

#Kauai
@craigparryphotography

KIDS CLUBS
#openmyworld

Experience one of our Club Med resorts in the world’s most beautiful destinations: Kani - the Maldives, Finolhu Villas the Maldives, Bali - Indonesia, Bintan Island - Indonesia, Phuket - Thailand, Cherating Beach - Malaysia.

Travel is all about sharing amazing
experiences, stories and journeys.
Here are some of our favourite photos
captured by you! Share your travel photos
with us on Instagram with the hashtag
#openmyworld for the chance to be
featured in Travel ideas magazine or on
our social media channels.

GET
SOCIAL

Like us, we love you
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Y O U R F A M I LY G U I D E T O W H A T ’ S O N
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25

26

2016

8 FEBRUARY, CHINA

Chinese New Year

23 JANUARY, ITALY

Venice Carnival

Music fills the city’s main squares as residents and tourists
don masks and costumes for the internationally renowned
Carnevale di Venezia. A highlight is the masquerade ball.

Welcome to the Year of the Monkey. Considered the
grandest and most significant of all Chinese festivals,
these celebrations focus on family and spring. Across the
country, traditional dragon dances are performed and
fireworks are set off at midnight.

A YEAR OF DELIGHT …
What a hoot. New York’s
Times Square is the epicentre
of the city’s New Year
celebrations. Thousands
gather to watch the iconic ball
drop atop One Times Square.
Moments before midnight,
the ball makes a 43-metre
descent in a symbolic farewell
to the previous year.
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13-15 APRIL, THAIL AND

50th annual
Superbowl

Songkran Water Festival

The world’s biggest water fight unfolds across a nation. Thais are
given a national holiday to grab buckets, water balloons, hoses
and water guns to douse each other, strangers included. Part of
the aim is to counter the intense heat of April.

The game that stops a nation.
The 2016 NFL Championship
will be played in San Francisco,
but there’s more to the occasion
than one game, big though
it is. The city will jump to a
dizzy schedule of pre-game
entertainment and family
events.

31 DECEMBER, USA

New York City,
New Year’s Eve

7 FEBRUARY, USA

Eurovision 2016

26 JANUARY, SCOTL AND

20 MARCH, GUATEMAL A

Harbin Ice and Snow
Festival

Up Helly Aa

Semana Santa

Elaborate ice and snow
sculptures – many enhanced
with lights and lasers – take
centre stage in a spectacular
festival that lasts until the end
of February. The opening
includes a giant fireworks
display.

Kite flying

Spring is the season for
kite‑flying events in Italy.
The Cervia International
Kite Festival, which has
run for more than 30 years,
takes place on a beautiful
beach two hours south of
Venice. Aficionados come
from everywhere and the
kites are spectacular.
10–14 MAY, SWEDEN

5 JANUARY, CHINA

Lerwick, capital of the
Shetland islands, is a sea
of colour and flames as
costumed warriors march in
procession with more than
1,000 torches before setting
ablaze a traditional long
boat – all to commemorate
Scotland’s Viking history.

22 APRIL, ITALY

Every week before Easter,
Antigua hosts Semana Santa
to remember the resurrection
of Christ. Processions of floats
travel along parade routes
marked by bright ornate
Guatemalan carpets and
hundreds of men in purple
robes carry large crosses.

Kitsch meets pop at the
Eurovision Song Contest,
the longest-running televised
singing competition anywhere.
Millions across the globe tune
in, but this year the main
buzz will be around the host
city, Stockholm.
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Y O U R F A M I LY G U I D E T O W H A T ’ S O N

31 OCTOBER, NORTH AMERICA

Halloween

Though now celebrated across the world, no one does
Halloween with as much relish as Americans and
Canadians. Expect spooky perfection: carved pumpkins,
ghoulish costumes and the whole trick-or-treat routine.

24 JUNE, PERU

Inti Raymi –
Festival of the Sun

Celebrate the South
American winter solstice
in Cusco, Peru’s capital of
the Incas. The festivities
culminate in a day‑long
event that sees the
reenactment of Incan
religious ceremonies and the
worship of the sun god Inti.

2 JULY, FR ANCE

Tour de France

One of sport’s most gruelling
contests, the cycling classic
is also famed for showcasing
France’s most beautiful
regions. This year’s Tour
starts in Normandy at the
foot of the Mont St Michel
monastery and will cover
3,519 kilometres.

17 JULY, SOUTH KOREA

26 AUGUST, DENMARK

Boryeong Mud Festival

The Aarhus Festival

For possibly the world’s dirtiest festival, the normally quiet
Korean beach town of Boryeong attracts millions of visitors.
The annual festival dedicates itself to mud as people lather
themselves and rejoice in muckiness.

Denmark’s second-largest city is home to one of Scandinavia’s
largest cultural events. Art and entertainment spill into
city streets, with an array of exhibitions, dance, children’s
entertainment and musical lineups.

… FOR THE FAMILY
8 AUGUST, SRI L ANK A

Esala Perahera

With marching elephants,
dancers, drummers, and
performers playing with fire,
this 10-day festival honours
the sacred tooth relic of
the Buddha. The action
unfolds in Kandy, Sri Lanka’s
second‑largest city.

Heiva

A celebration of Tahiti’s
autonomy from France,
Heiva is a month-long party
in which groups from across
French Polynesia come
together to dance and sing.
Sporting events include
stone lifting, canoe races
and fruit carrying.
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8 JULY, CANADA

Calgary Stampede

This homage to traditional
western culture is one of
the country’s biggest tourist
attractions. The annual
rodeo festival includes lots
of bucking broncos, concerts,
chuckwagon races and boot
scootin’.

5–21 AUGUST, BR AZIL

Olympic Games

What happens when you
combine the world’s top
sporting showcase with
Brazil’s famed flair for
celebration? We’re about to
find out. The Olympics are
going to Rio de Janeiro.

Yi Peng Light Festival
Hundreds of glowing
lanterns are released into the
night sky in a spectacular
show of respect to Buddha.
Although this unfolds across
the country, the heart of the
festivities is in Chiang Mai,
in the country’s north.

6 DECEMBER, AUSTRIA

St Nikolaus Day

1 OCTOBER, USA
JULY, TAHITI

15 NOVEMBER, THAIL AND

Albuquerque
International Balloon
Fiesta
Hundreds of hot-air balloons
take to the sky in the world’s
largest ballooning event,
held over nine days at
Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Vibrant balloons fill the sky
with colour, making for an
unforgettable spectacle.

30 OCTOBER, INDIA

Diwali Festival

The festival of light and
its triumph over darkness,
Diwali is an iconic spiritual
celebration for Hindus.
Homes and temples are
elaborately decorated with
lights, candles and garlands.
At night, fireworks are set off
in the streets.

As in other parts of
Europe, Austria embraces
St Nikolaus Day as a
traditional celebration of
children, who leave their
shoes in front of the fireplace
overnight in the hope that
St Nikolaus will fill them
with gifts, fruit or sweets.
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EXPERIENCE THE WORLD

holiday guide

Where to Go
CHOOSE YOUR HOLIDAY

Whether you’re looking for a family-friendly cruise, a fun snow resort,
or a thrilling theme-park ride, we have it covered.

Theme-park thrills

Do the Giant Drop at the Gold Coast’s
Dreamworld, ride a raft through
‘Jurassic Park’ at Hollywood’s
Universal Studios, or buckle up
in a 4D rollercoaster
at Singapore’s Sentosa Island.

On the
high seas

Close-to-home cruise
itineraries, such as
the South Pacific, are
popular with families.
Not sure if a cruise is
for you? Dip your toe
in with a three-night
sampler cruise
from Brisbane to
Sydney.

IVE

EXCLUS

EXPO
DEALS

FREE
ENTRY

Storybook
immersion

Take a nostalgic trip back into
your childhood with a visit to
the world of Peter Rabbit in
the UK or the Anne of Green
Gables farm in Canada.
Storybook destinations await
around the world.

Animal
encounters

Get a natural high in the
wild by swimming with a
whale shark, chilling
with a polar bear,
or hanging out with
iguanas in the
Galapagos Islands.
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White christmas
Put on your mittens and
journey through the snow
on a sleigh in Lapland to
see Santa; be swept up
in the romance of Vienna
at Christmas; or throw
snowballs in between
ski runs at Vail.

ADVICE FROM
WORLD EXPERTS

AMAZING INSIDER
KNOWLEDGE

FREE TRAVEL
PRESENTATIONS

RESEARCH,
COMPARE & BOOK
A DREAM HOLIDAY

For your nearest expo visit www.travelexpo.net.au
Ask your travel
consultant for details.

Travel Expo is organised and conducted by Flight Centre Travel Group Limited (ABN 25 003 377 188) trading as Flight Centre, Escape Travel, Cruiseabout, Student Flights and My Adventure Store.
ATAS Accreditation No. A10412. EXPOS66823_Travel Expo 2015_Publication Ad_275x210

Dream and plan
on the go.
Our Travel ideas magazines are packed
full of inspiration for your next trip!

Travel
ideas

Travel ideas

CRUISE
issue

the magazine for travellers, explorers & daydreamers

Island
adventure

sailing around
the south
pacific

Call of
the wild

BEST
OF THE

C R U I S E S P E C I A L / Issue # 2

BLUE
THE TOP 10 CRUISING
EXPERIENCES

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

The go-to guide for everything you
need to know about cruising
AND LOADS MORE

exploring
beautiful
galápagos

Pick up a copy in store, download
the app or read online at
flightcentre.com.au/travel-ideas

