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Welcome aboard!

This edition of your favourite travel magazine
is packed full of holiday savings for 2019!
And being “Wave Season”, not only will you
save big on your cruise, we also have all
sorts of bonus inclusions like free upgrades,
onboard credit and other bonuses to make
booking your next cruise an easy decision.
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We also have the inside scoop on how to
choose the best cruise cabin, take a sneakpeek inside one of the world’s largest ships
and go canal cruising in France.
Closer to home, we look at family favourite
Port Douglas, take an adventure in
Queenstown and go all-inclusive at Club Med.
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WAVE

SEASON

is HERE!
With SO MANY deals on offer, check them
all out ONLINE by clicking this page.
CLICK HERE TO SAVE ...
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DEPARTURE

LOUNGE

Celebrity Edge makes her debut
Celebrity Cruises’ billion dollar
Celebrity Edge has launched
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
The 2,918 guest ship boasts
state-of-the-art technology
and new features such as
The Magic Carpet, an openair venue cantilevered off the
side of the ship that moves
between decks; Infinite
Veranda Staterooms that
transform your entire living
area into the veranda with the
touch of a button; and a new
whimsical rooftop garden.
Susan Bonner, Vice President
and Managing Director,
Celebrity Cruises Australia
and NZ says, “Celebrity Edge
is already hugely popular with
Australians. With thousands
already booked for her Europe
and Caribbean sailings,
Australia is now the thirdhighest source market for this
ship.”

Types of ocean cruises
Travellers are spoilt for choice when it comes to cruise holidays. From the multitude of cruise
lines and ships, to the destinations themselves, the options are endless and can be confusing for
first-timers. Don’t miss our feature on page 10 where we explore 10 different types of cruise to
help you choose the perfect sailing.
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New Australian rail journey rolling out
A new train is set to launch onto
Australian tracks late next year
linking Adelaide and Brisbane with 16
departures in its inaugural season.
The new Great Southern train will
explore the incredible landscapes
and experiences across Australia’s
diverse south-east corner with the
option of a three-day northbound or
four-day southbound itinerary. The
train will have 28 carriages and two
locomotives with up to 214 guests
per journey.
Great Southern’s maiden travel
season will extend from 6 December
2019 through to 27 January 2020.
Onboard accommodation will
include both Gold Single and Gold
Twin cabins, as well as the exclusive
Platinum cabins. All cabins are allinclusive of meals, drinks and offtrain excursions.

Quick travel snacks ...

Online 24/7 or call us

1300 859 861

DID YOU
KNOW?
The benefits of travel are
almost immediate. After only
a day or two, 89% of people
experience significant drops
in stress according to a recent
study in the US.

•

Still on the tracks, both The Ghan and Indian Pacific have recently
refurbished the popular Gold Single cabins. The new cabins
are light and bright with a modern timber finish and neutral
colours. If you’re travelling solo, Great Southern Rail has no
single supplement on The Ghan, Indian Pacific, or the new Great
Southern train journeys.

•

Rottnest Island, off the coast of Perth, Western Australia, has
introduced eight new attractions including a crayfish and cook
tour aboard Rottnest Cruises; sunset, eco and whale watching
tours; undersea helmet walks; scuba dives and snorkel tours
with Ningaloo Reef Dreaming; and subsea scooter hire.

•

Sydney’s Sea Life Aquarium has recently opened a new
$5-million ‘Day and Night on the Reef’ exhibit, hailed as the
largest Great Barrier Reef display in the world.

Coming up
You won’t want to miss our next
edition of Travel Megastore
Magazine as we turn the spotlight
on our own backyard and showcase
some of the best tours and hidden
locations you will want to explore
in 2019.

www.travelmegastore.com.au
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EXPERT

ADVICE

10 Different types of

Ocean CRUISING
WHATEVER YOUR PREFERRED STYLE OF TRAVEL,
YOU’RE SURE TO FIND THE PERFECT CRUISE
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T

ravellers are spoilt for
choice when it comes
to cruise holidays. But if
you’re a relative newcomer
to this wonderful style of
holiday, it can be a little
daunting knowing where to
start.
Add a vast array of cruise packages,
on-board accommodation and
dining choices, ship and land-based
activities, and the decision-list gets
longer.
So, for starters, consider your
preferred style of travel.
Here’s a helpful list to navigate
the many cruise options available
so you can find the perfect sailing
adventure.

1. THE MEGA-LINER
Cruise lines are betting that bigger,
really is better, but there’s more to
the mega-liner than meets the eye.
More like a floating resort, these
massive ships offer everything from
water parks and adventure rides, to
casinos, cinemas, ice-skating rinks,
bumper cars, green spaces, sports
decks and of course, a bountiful
array of delicious dining options.
If you’re looking to really splash out,
try a two-storey luxury loft penthouse
with glass walls and an oversized
balcony. On a mega-liner cruise, the
ship is often the main attraction.

2. SMALL-SHIPS

history.

While mega-liners can accommodate
6,500+ passengers, the average
small-ship cruise will carry between
600 and 1,000 passengers.

Enrichment programs are often a
highlight, providing a multi-layered
interaction with each destination.

Offering a more relaxed and intimate
on-board atmosphere, many small
ship cruises focus on immersive
shore tours with a cultural twist.
On sea days, expect to find guest
lecturers, a focus on local wines and
cuisine, as well as top notch spas.
Small-ships can vary from budget
and family friendly, to all-inclusive
uber-luxe journeys.

3. EXPEDITION CRUISING
If you prefer culture and adventure
over water slides and cabaret, then
expedition cruising may be for you.
Shore excursions could include
everything from hiking, biking and
diving in the tropics, to zodiac
adventures in the Arctic or Antarctic.
Visit a remote village or observe the
local wildlife as you venture beyond
the typical tourist hotspots.
Cruises of this nature are often
limited to a few dozen to a few
hundred like-minded passengers.

4. ADVENTURE CRUISES
Similar to expedition cruises,
adventure cruises are generally
smaller ships that specialise in onboard lectures, nature, culture and

Because of their smaller size, these
ships can access those hidden
destinations with small, tucked away
ports and shallow bays.

5. LUXURY CRUISES
On a luxury cruise, it’s all about
you. From Michelin-Star chefs to
personal butlers, top-shelf drinks,
award-winning spa retreats and
extra inclusions such as Wi-Fi, luxury
bath products, and even shore
excursions, a luxury cruise offers the
royal-treatment to each and every
passenger.
It may cost a little more, but you will
find the pampered inclusions are
well worth the upgrade.

6. TALL-SHIPS
Embrace your sense-of-adventure
and set sail for the trip of-a-lifetime
on a tall-ship.
Your dedicated sailing crew are
marine ambassadors with a love for
the open seas.
These grand sailing vessels cater to a
small number of people and can sail
where the bigger ships can’t. If you’ve
ever wanted to know what it’s like to
cruise on a traditional sailing ship,
this may be the cruise for you.
CONT. P10
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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But don’t worry, you won’t be asked
to learn the ropes … unless of
course, you really want to.

7. FAMILY GETAWAYS
While most ships are child friendly,
some are dedicated solely to family
fun.
Kid’s clubs, elaborate swimming
pool decks and adventure parks,
baby-sitting services, adjoining family
rooms and activities for tots to
teens, can all be found on the family
getaway cruise.
Look out for special kids discount
deals and cruise lines with full time
programs for younger children.

8. ALL-INCLUSIVE
On most cruises, you have to pay for
items from beverages to shore tours
and Wi-Fi. On an all-inclusive cruise
however, everything is included in
the price of your initial fare.
Do you feel like a cocktail and lunch
at the pool? How about a 5-star
dining venue for dinner? With the
all-inclusive cruise, there’s no paying
extra for such treats.
Even things like on-board Wi-Fi and
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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shore excursions may be included.
The up-front fare may be higher, but
when you add it all up, it just might
be worth the extra cost.

9. REPOSITIONING CRUISES
Each season, cruise lines often need
to reposition ships to a different
region or part of the world.
Not part of any scheduled itinerary,
these cruises can offer exceptionally
discounted fares.
Regardless of the length of
journey or the route, the on-board
experience remains the same.
What you will find are plenty of long

stretches of sea days to really enjoy
the ship and its amenities.

10. AROUND-THE-WORLD
Generally lasting from 75 to 100+
days, an around-the-world cruise will
visit most of the world’s top ports.
Often the ship will be filled with
experienced cruisers and you will
need to choose your style of ship
wisely, considering it will be your
home-away-from-home for months
at a time.
But these itineraries often include
many bonus options not normally
offered on standard itineraries so
there’s plenty to keep you occupied.

JANUARY 2019

KIWI AUSSIE
SPLENDOUR
15 -DAYS from $9,989 pp
Join one of the newest ships
in Viking Cruises’ ocean fleet,
Viking Orion, as you explore
the history of Sydney and
Hobart’s penal past; admire the
Victorian treasures of Dunedin;
the fragrant English gardens of
Christchurch and Wellington;
and the art deco glories of
beautiful Napier.

INCLUDES:
• 15-day Australia & New

Zealand cruise onboard
Viking Orion from Sydney
to Auckland

•

Shore excursion in each
port

•
•

Beverages with main meals

•

Economy class flight from
Auckland to Sydney

•

Port charges, gratuities &
airline taxes

Private car transfer from
Port to Airport

QUOTE PACKAGE CODE:
PA16EE2A

FIND OUT MORE
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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1

P&O Cruises
Australia

2

Royal
Caribbean

3 Carnival Spirit

from Brisbane

INCLUDES:

INCLUDES:

INCLUDES:

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Cruise Australia, New Zealand
and South Pacific with P&O
Cruises
Includes all meals onboard
(excluding specialiy restaurants)
Entertainment daily
Activities daily
All taxes and port fees

•
•
•
•

4-days from $399pp*

Cruise Australia, New Zealand
and the South Pacific with Royal
Caribbean
Includes all meals onboard
(excluding specialty restaurants)
Entertainment daily
Activities daily
All taxes and port fees

•

•

16-days from $1,849pp*

FIND OUT MORE

8-days from $849pp*

FIND OUT MORE

4 Northern

FIND OUT MORE

5 Kiwi & Aussie

Lights Delight

Ports of call include, Lifou, Mare,
Noumea and Brisbane.
If you haven’t cruised before,
you will be pleased to know
that most meals, activities and
entertainment are included
while onboard the ship.
All taxes and port fees

6 Cuba Sailing

Splendours

Adventure

INCLUDES:

INCLUDES:

INCLUDES:

•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Return flights from Australia
6-day Northern Lights Iceland
tour with Trafalgar Tours
13-day Northern Lights cruise
onboard Sapphire Princess
Includes all meals and
entertainment onboard
All transfers London & Reykjavik
All port fees & taxes

19-days from $8,299pp*

FIND OUT MORE
12
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•
•
•
•
•

15-day Australia & New Zealand
cruise onboard Viking Orion
Sydney to Auckland
Includes all meals and
entertainment onboard
Beverages with meals
Shore excursion in each port
Private car transfer
Flight Auckland to Sydney

15-days from $9,989pp*

FIND OUT MORE

•
•
•
•
•
•

9-day sailing adventure on a
private yacht
Bus transfer between Havana
and Cienfuegos
8x breakfasts
6x lunches
6x dinners
Visit 6 Cuban islands
All port fees & taxes

9-days from $2,096pp*

FIND OUT MORE

JANUARY 2019

Cruise

INSIDER
HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR CABIN

www.travelmegastore.com.au
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Online 24/7 or call us

1300 175 756

CLOCKWISE: Explorers Suite; the ultimate Owner’s Suite; Inside cabin Virtual Balcony

I

f you’re new to cruising,
there’s a few things you
need to know before you
book, and understanding the
difference between cabin
types is one of the most
important.
The first thing to get your head
around is that there could be more
than 30 different cabin types - or
“staterooms” as they’re known in ship
parlance - for you to choose from.
The differences can be subtle, but
small distinctions can be significant
to your overall experience.
Your principal decision will be based
around what you can afford in the

14
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balance between size, facilities
and location, with prices tiered
accordingly.
Years ago, balconies were a rare
treat on the largest ships, but
today, many of the newer vessels
offer primarily balcony cabins,
so the choice at least is made
simpler by focusing on stateroom
configurations.
For all the variables, cabins are
basically categorised into four major
types and the nuances occur within
each class.
It’s worth noting, you won’t be
spending a huge amount of time in
your cabin by day, so consider that
when you are weighing up options

and prices.
You may opt for extra shore
excursions and dining at specialty
restaurants for example with the
money you save by taking a slightly
more modest accommodation
option.
You’ll also need to check the deck
configuration of your preferred ship
to see where the main features are
that may or may not affect you.
Do you want to be near the central
elevators if mobility is an issue for
you? Prefer to have easy access to
the pool decks or kids club?
Are you concerned about
seasickness? (If so, a quick tip is to

JANUARY 2019
choose a cabin on a low deck toward
the centre of the ship where motion
is minimal).
On another note, no matter your
cabin of choice, they all come with
private ensuites and are serviced
daily.
To help with your decision-making,
here’s a snapshot of the four main
classes of cabin on offer most cruise
lines and ships.

INSIDE CABINS
As the entry level and most
affordable, rooms without windows
or balconies are not for everyone,
but the money saved can be
significant.
If the prospect of being at sea
without a view to the outside world
sounds a little claustrophobic, don’t
dismiss the idea immediately.
Modern cruise ship designers have
thought hard about making the
interior staterooms more appealing,
such as the ‘virtual balconies’ offered
on Royal Caribbean, which are
screens on the walls that show a live
camera feed of the view outside. And
it’s surprisingly effective.

OCEANVIEW / OUTSIDE
CABINS
Essentially, the next step up from
being inside, is paying for an outside
view.
‘Outside cabins’ mean, obviously,
they are located on the outside of
the ship but generally have no direct
access to the open air.
You’ll get a porthole or a window
(although they do not open) and
more than likely a larger space than
you’d get with an inside cabin.

BALCONY CABINS
Being able to sip a drink on your own
balcony or opening the doors to take
in the crisp ocean air as magnificent
vistas roll by is what cruising is
actually all about for most regulars.

ABOVE: Balcony cabin on
Princess Cruises.

JEWELS OF
SUEZ CANAL &
MALDIVES
22 -DAYS from $6,559 pp
INCLUDES:

•

Economy class flights from
Sydney to Rome, returning
from the Maldives

•
•

Private car transfer

•
•

Private car Hotel to Port

Because of these reasons, balcony
cabins are often the first type of
cabin to sell out.

•

Includes all meals &
entertainment onboard

SUITES

•

Economy class flight from
Dubai to Maldives

•
•

Speedboat transfer to Hotel

•

Port charges, taxes & airline
taxes

option in other cabin classes is to
walk outside and make your way to
the open public decks.
Cabins are often larger again and
usually come with a small sitting area
between the bed balcony. If sailing
in scenic locations such as Hawaii or
Alaska or in tropical climates like the
Caribbean, a balcony is well worth
the upgrade.

Now you’re getting ritzy. In a suite,
expect divided living areas with one
or more bedrooms, often sweeping
floor to ceiling windows, a balcony,
plenty of storage, and often, butler
service and other ‘suite’ perks such
as exclusive lounges, dining and
more.

Expect to see a fair jump in price
from the Oceanview class but if you
can afford it, you won’t regret it.

Suites are designed to spend time
in, so don’t even bother shaking the
piggy bank upside down to splurge
on one if you expect to join in all the
ship’s activities, shore excursions and
evening entertainment.

Think about it this way, without the
convenience of being able to wander
a few steps to swing open the doors
to your private verandah, your only

Do your homework and find out the
finer details of your ship’s layout as
every cruise line and ship class is
different. Bon voyage!

2 nights’ accommodation in
Rome including breakfast
16 night Suez Canal cruise
onboard Jewel of the Seas,
Rome to Dubai

4 nights’ accommodation at
Centara Ras Fushi Resort &
Spa with breakfast & dinner

QUOTE TOUR CODE: PA1C7IQ0

DEPARTURE

Fly, cruise, stay package departs
Australia 27 November 2019.
QUOTE TOUR CODE: PA1C7IQ0

FIND OUT MORE
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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CARNIVAL SPIRIT to call

BRISBANE HOME

T

he world’s largest cruise
line has announced
Carnival Spirit will
become the brand’s first ship
to home port in Brisbane
commencing in 2020 largely
thanks to the approval of
a new cruise ship terminal
to be built at Luggage Point
near Brisbane Airport.
Rated as one of Australia’s favourite
cruise ships by members of Cruise
Critic, Carnival Spirit will arrive into
her new home in the second quarter
of 2020, sailing year-round from
Brisbane to the beautiful tropical
archipelagos of Vanuatu and New
Caledonia, as well as shorter cruises
to much-loved destinations in North
Queensland.
“Queenslanders have embraced
Carnival’s free-spirited, family-friendly
fun since our arrival in 2012,” said
Jennifer Vandekreeke, Carnival Cruise
Line Vice-President, Australia.
“Since then, we have welcomed
nearly 75,000 Queenslanders on
Carnival cruises from Sydney and

Melbourne.
“We’re delighted to announce that
with the new cruise terminal, we’ll
be able to offer Queenslanders the
opportunity to sail on Carnival right
from their doorstep.”
Taking on the true Aussie spirit, the
ship is laid-back, fun and friendly,
which probably accounts for the high
return rate of passengers.
And her bonafides are impressive
too. She is nearly three football fields
in length and at 12-decks tall, Spirit
is packed with things to see, do, try,
taste and experience.
For the kids, the largest waterpark at
sea is a key attraction with The Green
Thunder waterslide a long time family
favourite.
As are the several free poolside food
venues, including a self-serve icecream machine that’s also a hit with
the adults!
Other sporty attractions include a
mini-golf course, a two-deck fitness
centre, an outdoor jogging track and
sports court for all ages.
For adults only, the Serenity area, day
spa and pools are a hit.

If you’re a foodie, Carnival Spirit
serves up some old favourites with
new twists.

Seafood Corner will bring you the
finest Australian seafood and the
kids will love a sit down breakfast
with Dr. Seuss at the Green Eggs and
Ham Breakfast.
Don’t miss Guy’s Burger Joint for the
best burgers at sea, and take a quick
culinary trip around the world and
indulge in Mexican, Japanese, Fat
Jimmy’s C-Side BBQ and much more.
Carnival Spirit will be joined by sister
ship Carnival Legend for yet another
jam-packed season.
Joining the fleet in December 2019
will be Carnival Splendor for her
debut season, becoming the newest
and largest ship home ported yearround in Australia.
Bookings are now open for all
three Carnival cruise ships in
Australia for sailings now to 2020.
Call our cruise experts today on
1300 657 948 for the best deals.

FIND YOUR CRUISE
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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Online 24/7 or call us

1300 859 861

Largest
CRUISE SHIPS
ONBOARD one of the world’s

D

oes size really matter?
Is bigger always best?
We will let you be the
judge as we explore one of the
world’s largest cruise ships,
Harmony of the Seas.
For those who love statistics, this
Royal Caribbean ship has some
impressive numbers. At 362-metres
long, she is 50-metres taller than
Sydney’s Centrepoint Tower. She has a
wonderful green space too with enough
trees and plants – over 10,000 – to fill a
city park, and there’s a secret deck for
AquaTheater entertainers (deck 4.5).

18
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Even more impressive facts and
figures of Harmony of the Seas …

•

362-metres (1,188-ft) from bow
to stern (2.5 football fields long)

•

65-metres wide (2.3 times the
size of a football field)

•
•
•
•
•

6,780 passengers
2,100 crew
2,759 staterooms
18 decks
A 10-storey tall waterslide

With these sorts of numbers, this
mega-liner is the size of a small town.

ENTERTAINMENT
From Broadway hits like ‘Grease’
to live performances by talented
musicians and comedians, the
onboard entertainment will keep
you tapping your feet and laughing
all night long. When the curtains go
up, the talent takes over on the ice
and on the high-diving platforms of
AquaTheatre. After the show, head
next door for some Vegas-style fun
in the casino or one of the many bars
and entertainment areas.

YOUTH ZONE
This exclusive youth hang-out
area has zones dedicated to tots,
tweens and teens. Fully supervised
by professional staff, each zone
is packed with workshops, video
games, themed activities and much
more - the kids won’t want to leave!
For parents looking to slip away for
a romantic dinner, ask about the
babysitting services.

www.travelmegastore.com.au
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STATE CABINS
On Royal Caribbean’s Oasis Class ships, you can
choose from several categories of staterooms.
Inside cabins enjoy a virtual balcony, a real-time
view of the outside world projected on the wall.
Balcony cabins are available with a choice
of water views, Central Park views, or inside
Boardwalk views, and there is of course the
standard ocean view rooms.
For the ultimate treat, step up to one of the
three Royal Suite Class staterooms.
In Sea Class, you’ll enjoy luxurious bathroom
amenities as well as exclusive access to Coastal
Kitchen restaurant. In Sky Class suites, you’ll
get a concierge who can assist with dining
reservations, theatre seats and private sun deck
space, and for the ultimate in luxury, Star Class
passengers have a dedicated butler assigned for
the duration of the journey among other perks.

DINING ROOMS
With 15 dining options to choose from, including
room service, you won’t have to worry about
going hungry at any time of the day or night.
Harmony of the Seas has a restaurant or
menu to satisfy every craving from the classic
steakhouse Chops Grille, to the fifties-style
hamburger joint Johnny Rockets, Izumi Hibachi
Sushi, Jamie’s Italian restaurant, American
favourites at 150 Central Park and of course, the
main dining room serving three-course meals.
For dining with a difference, be sure to book
a table at Wonderland. The dishes may sound
familiar, but we can guarantee, not all is what
it seems with this one-of-a-kind menu! And
sprinkle on the memories with a Cupcake Class
where the whole family can join in.

20
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SPA
From blissful massages at sea, to facials, wraps
and even acupuncture, the onboard Vitality
Spa will leave you energised, renewed, relaxed
and rejuvenated. Sport a new hairdo at the
salon, make your own day-spa, or take home
a brilliant new smile with professional teeth
whitening services.

BARS
Date night, girl’s night out, or a romantic
interlude for two, there are numerous bars
loaded with libations. From sipping cocktails
by the pool, to the casual Schooner Bar, or the
Diamond Club, reserved exclusively for Crown
& Anchor Diamond Members, there is a cozy
corner, a pulsating dance club, and everything
in-between. And don’t miss the Bionic Bar
where robotic bartenders will mix and
shake your drink of choice. A truly futuristic
experience.

CARIBBEAN HARMONY

Cruise around the colourful Eastern Caribbean
over seven magical days with an exciting, funfilled Orlando, Florida, stopover.

INCLUDES:
• Return flights to Orlando
• 4-nights hotel Orlando
• 2 Park 2 Day Universal Studios entry
• 7-night Eastern Caribbean cruise onboard
•
•

Harmony of the Seas
Private transfers throughout
All taxes and fees.

QUOTE PACKAGE CODE: PA7SHBK

FIND OUT MORE
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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French
CANAL cruises

SPOTLIGHT

BARGE CRUISING OFFERS A UNIQUE TAKE ON THE RIVER CRUISE
EXPERIENCE AND FRANCE IS THE SHOWCASE NATION FOR THIS TYPE
OF DISCOVERY.

www.travelmegastore.com.au
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ABOVE: Peniche Anne Marie image by Jean
Beveraggi. RIGHT: Clos Blanc De Vougeot Castle;
ship lounge bar by Fabrice Rambert.

M

odern, luxurious
barge vessels offer
an intimate and
immersive journey through
France, traversing canals
and narrow rivers that are
inaccessible by larger ships.
These purpose-built vessels allow
you to explore many of the quaint
waterside villages you wouldn’t see
on the standard tourist trail.
Barge cruises typically range from as
little as four to 25 passengers, but,
while a smaller ship means fewer
passengers, it doesn’t mean you have
to skimp on space.
Relax in open outdoor and indoor
areas, sunbathe on an alfresco deck,
drink in a salon-style bar, or kick
back on deck chairs while the French
countryside slowly rolls past.
Barges such as MS Anne-Marie and
Ms Deborah boast heated open-air
hot tubs and bicycles for exploring
the countryside.
Cabins are equipped with an ensuite
with walk-in shower, TV, telephone,
safe for valuables and Wi-Fi.
Barge cruises generally last seven
days while covering around
50-kilometres (31-miles) of canal
networks each day.

The vessels maintain a comfortable,
steady pace, giving you ample time
www.travelmegastore.com.au
24

“REGULAR BARGE
CRUISERS WILL
TELL YOU TO
EXPECT QUALITY
FRENCH DINING
WHILE ON BOARD”
to soak up the scenery. If you feel like
a change of pace, you can take one
of the on-board bicycles and ride
alongside the barge between locks.
Guided sightseeing tours take place
every day and usually include cultural
experiences like wine-tastings at
family-owned vineyards, browsing
local markets and visits to historic
churches.
Regular barge cruisers will tell you to
expect quality dining on board. You’ll
enjoy fresh-baked croissants and
pastries for breakfast and seasonal
soups and gourmet cheese platters
for lunch.
At dinner, expect a multi-course meal
of delicious French classics.
The food experience continues
with exclusive culinary activities
like cooking demonstrations and
shopping for seasonal ingredients
with the on-board chef.
Many barges also boast private

dining rooms.
You’ll be surprised at how much
there is to see and do on these
unique holidays, even over the
shorter distances.
Mesmerising artwork, historic
villages, ancient architecture and
beautiful scenery await you with each
sunrise.
You will also have plenty of free time
to shape your own adventure.
But, where should you cruise?
This may be the toughest question
you face when you’re considering
barge cruising in France as every
region has its own unique appeal.
If you love wine-touring, a canal
cruise round-trip from Paris along
canals in the Loire Valley includes a
tour to La Tower du Pouilly-Fumé,
a sensory tour in the middle of the
vineyards, and a visit to Apremontsur-Allier, listed as one of the most
beautiful villages in France.
For delicate olive oils, sumptuous
seafood and the finest of French
cheeses, the Rhone in France’s south
along the Mediterranean Sea is a
must.
Visit the fortified city of AiguesMortes and the salt marshes, indulge
in fresh oysters in Étang De Thau,
and stopover in Arles to sample
traditional olive oil production.
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ALL-INCLUSIVE
LOIRE VALLEY
Take a stroll through history as
you cruise the beautiful canals
of the Loire.
Your journey begins in Paris,
where your included coach
transfer will take you to
your river vessel. Explore
well-preserved sites such
as Fontmorigny Abbey, visit
spectacular Apremont-surAllier, and enjoy an immersive
experience with La Tour du
Pouilly-Fumé.
Your barge canal cruise includes
all meals, beverages, shore
excursions and transport.

INCLUSIONS:
• Personal onboard chef
• All beverages
• Coach transfer to vessel
• Shore excursions
• Welcome cocktail event
• Gala dinner
• Free Wi-Fi onboard
• All port fees and taxes
QUOTE PACKAGE CODE:
PAURENH

FIND OUT MORE

CHARMING
PROVENCE
Join your France barge canal cruise
and take in breathtaking scenery
while enjoying the finest of French
hospitality.
Discover 2,500 years of history
in Arles, visit Aigues-Mortes,
a medieval fortified town in
Provence, explore the Camargue
and Saint-Guilhem-le-Désert in
Languedoc considered one of

France’s most beautiful villages.

INCLUSIONS:
• Personal onboard chef
• All beverages
• Coach transfer to vessel
• Shore excursions
• Welcome cocktail event
• Gala dinner
• Free Wi-Fi onboard
• Onboard activities
• All port fees and taxes
QUOTE PACKAGE CODE:
PAURENH

FIND OUT MORE
www.travelmegastore.com.au

25

JANUARY 2019

PLACES we

LOVE

MAGICAL

5-DAYS
FROM
$1,499pp
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Online 24/7 or call us

1300 859 861

Tropical

PORT DOUGLAS

N

ot only one
of Australia’s
premier “fly’n’flop”
destinations, Port Douglas
is also the gateway to two
World Heritage areas - the
Great Barrier Reef and the
Wet Tropics forests.
Just a short one hour drive north
from the tourist hub of Cairns will

land you in this glamorous, yet laid
back coastal town.
Get up close and personal with
a tumbling waterfall in a pristine
rainforest, or stop at any one of
the surrounding spectacular white
sand beaches, where you may well
leave the day’s first footprints.
Take a wander down Macrossan
Street, the main street of Port
Douglas for boutique shopping

with a tropical twist, as you make
your way towards Anzac Park, host
to the weekend markets.
Don’t miss Hemingway’s Brewery
at Crystalbrook Superyacht Marina
(Wharf Street) for a local microbrew
and the freshest seafood dujour.
Discover Port Douglas with our
5-day holiday package including
flights, car hire, hotel, reef cruise
and Cape Tribulation tour.

FIND OUT MORE

www.travelmegastore.com.au
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SPOTLIGHT

HIGHLIGHTS of

CANADA

B

oasting 16 UNESCO
World Heritage Sites,
the longest ski season
in the world and some of the
most spectacular natural
wonders on the planet, it’s
no wonder tourists continue
to flock to Canada in record
numbers.

WESTERN
CANADA’S
MUST-SEE
CITIES...

Few places allow for such fun-filled
diversity as Canada; a place where
you can start the day with a dip in the
ocean, before hitting the ski slopes
that same afternoon.

major-city appeals, it’s surrounding
neighbourhoods are also well worth
exploring.

This part of North America is vast,
wild and magical.

The cobblestone streets of Gastown
will take you back to early Vancouver.
Filled with cafes, art galleries and
bars, this hotspot remains a popular
local hang-out.

And these four locations highlight
some of Western Canada’s must-see
cities.

VANCOUVER
Nestled on a scenic harbour, the
western Canadian city of Vancouver
is acclaimed for its beauty. From
picturesque harbour islands, to lushgreen parks and the scenic Rocky
Mountains, few cities offer such
natural diversity.
While Vancouver city has all the usual
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The Stanley Park markets for
example are a must.

The hippie-turned-hipster Kitsilano
on Kits Beach is one of the city’s
oldest residential areas with
craftsman style row-houses and a
gastronomic food scene.

WHISTLER
Two-hours north of Vancouver,
Whistler is nestled amongst the
beautiful Rocky Mountains.

Known for its incredible winter skiing
and year ‘round outdoors appeal’,
Whistler remains a popular choice
for nature lovers.
Visit outside of winter and the active
traveller can choose from one of
four championship golf courses,
mountain hiking and biking trails,
along with the pampered lifestyle
found in one of the luxurious spas.

LAKE LOUISE
Mother Nature puts on a spectacular
show in Lake Louise. Frozen lakes,
outdoor skating rinks and snowblanketed ski-slopes sparkle under
the winter sun.
Summer months see endless days of
sunshine where adventure activities
like horse riding, rock climbing,
hiking, and scenic helicopter tours
will leave you spellbound.
No matter your activity of choice,
it will be the bright starry sky by
campfire that will have you truly reconnecting with nature.

CALGARY
Canada’s fourth largest city, Calgary
mixes country charm with urban
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LEFT: Kayaking on Lake Louise; CLOCKWISE: Larch Valley Sentinel
Pass; Whistler Olympic Plaza; Grizzly bears of British Columbia;
Calgary Stampede; Calgary city by night. Images courtesy
Destination Canada.
splendour.
A metropolis that stretches across
the southern Canadian prairie land,
Calgary is surrounded by picturesque
vistas on all sides.
The city is a heady mix of big-city
energy, cheerful western charm and
natural beauty.
In July, don’t miss one of Canada’s
largest spectaculars of the year – the
famous Calgary Stampede.
Billed as “The greatest outdoor show
on Earth”, it’s an exciting mix of
rodeo, exhibition, fairgrounds, and
festival.

CANADA TOURS
Travelling to Canada? Check out
our awesome range of tours here.

TOUR OPTIONS:
• Stanley Park Tour
• Capilano Suspension Bridge
• Gastown, Vancouver
• Blackcomb Glacier Safari
• Whistler Wilderness
Snowmobile Run

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

River of Golden Dreams (Alta
Creek)
Zipline Adventures
Lake Louise Sightseeing Lift
and Gondola
Banff National Park Tour
Lake Louise in Winter
Calgary Heritage Park
The Calgary Stampede

QUOTE PACKAGE CODE:
PA1JOO6K

FIND OUT MORE
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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5

ADVENTURES

TO GO WILD FOR IN

QUEENSTOWN
Want to book online?

CLICK on the LINKS

By Jason Dutton-Smith

I

f you’re looking for an
adrenaline rush on your
next trip to New Zealand,
then be sure to include
Queenstown in your travel
plans.
Located on New Zealand’s picturepostcard South Island, Queenstown is
the self-proclaimed adventure capital of
the world.
Set on the shores of Lake Wakatipu,
Queenstown is surrounded by majestic
mountains, natural forests, lakes and
fast-flowing rivers.
With all that, you can bet there’s a vast
range of activities to enjoy all year-round.
Queenstown makes for the perfect
backdrop for an adventure filled holiday.
For some jaw-dropping, head spinning
fun, gather your courage and enjoy
these five adventure activities.
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Why ski or snowboard with everyone
else when you can take a scenic
helicopter flight to the back country
where all the fresh, untouched powder
lies undisturbed?
There is nothing more rewarding
or incredible than jumping out of a
helicopter and carving your tracks in
untouched snow?
More: www.glaciersouthernlakes.co.nz

BUNGY JUMPING
Take a leap of faith as you dive off a
perched platform plunging towards the
earth as you scream in joyous terror.
For the ultimate adrenaline activity, you
won’t want to miss the Queenstown
bungy jumping.
It’s not for the faint of heart but for
those with no fear, the birthplace of
bungy at Kawarau Bridge, just outside of
Queenstown, is the best.
More: www.bungy.co.nz

HELI-SKIING

CLIMBING

Queenstown is surrounded by majestic
mountains, but there’s an awesome
twist to skiing here.

Experience isn’t necessary and it’s open

Strap in for a fun-filled adventure of
mountain climbing.

JANUARY 2019

CLOCKWISE:
Skyline Complex
looking over
Queenstown and
the Remarkables;
kayaks on Lake
Wakatipu; A.J.
Hackett bridge
bungy jump.

to all ages. Options include rock climbing,
gorge crossing, ice-wall climbing and
abseiling.

QUINTESSENTIAL
QUEENSTOWN
PACKAGE

For the ultimate experience, book a
guided mountaineering tour or alpine
walk and trek for some memorable
adventures.

5-DAYS from $1,499pp

More: www.climbingqueenstown.com

• Economy class flights from

QUEENSTOWN SKYDIVING

Sydney to Queenstown

Embrace the fear as the door of your
aicraft slides open, revealing the wide
blue yonder above – and below.

• 4 day rental car hire to
explore Queenstown

• 4 nights accommodation

Shuffle over to take your position, then
jump!

in Queenstown including
breakfast

From 15,000 feet, this leap will have
you soarring over the incredible
Remarkables mountain range and Lake
Wakatipu.
Take a 60-second freefall at speeds of
up to 200-kilometres per hour before
pulling the chute and floating to the
ground.
More: www.nzoneskydive.co.nz

EXTREME RIVER JET BOATING
Hold on tight for the ride-of-your-life with
the high-speed rush that comes from

• Skyline Gondola Ride

including Buffet Dinner & 1
Luge Ride

jet-boating. Your experienced skipper
will navigate the river’s shallow waters,
narrowly missing the rocky banks and
other obstacles as you fly through the
canyons and perform 360-degree spins.
Be sure to grab a poncho if you’re
offered one, because you will get wet!
More: www.shotoverjet.com

• Shotover Jet Boat Experience
QUOTE PACKAGE CODE:
PAPQL1T

ENQUIRE NOW:
1300 859 861
FIND OUT MORE
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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Feel the power of

AUSTRALIA

T

he great paradox of
the Australian outback,
the wilderness regions
and tropics is that they are
somehow very familiar and
utterly other-worldly at the
same time.

Undoubtedly, guided holidays in the
hands of experts is the best way
to make the most of visiting these
amazing places.
With more than a century
showcasing the best of Australia
and New Zealand to hundreds of
thousands of curious travellers, AAT
Kings is the logical choice to guide
you through the very best of what
this country has to offer.

We grow up with fables and folklore
of the remotest regions of Australia
and yet experiencing them first
hand is still something of a rite of
passage for all of us.
While the movies, documentaries,
travel stories and books do a
reasonable job of capturing the
diverse beauty and awe-inspiring
vastness of these regions, there is
nothing like sitting on a boat cruising
the sandstone amphitheatre of
Katherine Gorge surrounded by
ancient Aboriginal rock art, being
humbled by the magnificent tingle
trees as you walk through the
canopy in Western Australia’s Valley
of the Giants or connecting with our
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indigenous culture with interactive
experiences like dining on genuine
bush tucker you helped procure.
The stirring, soulful joy of physically
connecting with this vast frontier is
something you’ll never forget.
And when you’ve done it, it’s
likely you’ll feel you understand
your country in a new way; feel
something more of what it means to
be Australian.

If you have been waiting for the
right time to tour iconic Australian
destinations, act now and you’ll save
10% with AAT’s Earlybird savings if
you book and pay before January 31,
2019.
Just imagine, everything organised
for you, hidden gems only the
most experienced guided holiday
company could unearth, expert tour
leaders who guide you every step
of the way while leaving you ample
time to explore on your own as well.
This type of immersive travel
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Explore our national
icons with AAT Kings
CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Wave Rock, Western Australia; Esperance
Beach, Western Australia; and Wangi Falls, Litchfield National Park,
Northern Territory. Images courtesy: AAT Kings & Getty Images
experience is showcased with the
six-days of Top End Highlights
holiday that fittingly begins in
cosmopolitan Darwin where you’ll
join your Travel Director to take in
the delightful Mindil Beach Sunset
Market to set the scene for an
unforgettable week.
The acclaimed Litchfield National
Park is the showstopper of day two
with its stunning waterfalls and
rainforests with the chance to swim
in crystal clear waterholes that seem
almost too good to be true.
The journey continues onward to
breathtaking Nitmiluk (Katherine)
Gorge where you’ll learn about the
significant spiritual history of this
natural wonder from the Jawoyn
people.
The stunning natural beauty of the
Top End takes centre stage at World
Heritage Listed Kakadu National
Park.
With its abundant wildlife, beautiful
wetlands, rock pools and falls, this
is undoubtedly one of the holiday
standouts.
Enjoy a cruise on the celebrated

Yellow Water Billabong where you’ll
try crocodile-spotting ahead of
discovering the spectacular 20,000
year old Aboriginal rock art at
Nourlangie and Ubirr while soaking
in the amazing vistas from the
lookout.
You even have the option to take a
scenic flight over Kakadu to enjoy
more of nature’s incredible displays
from above before making your way
back to Darwin.
Australia’s west coast offers similarly
diverse and enriching experiences
and Western Wonderland captures
the highlights over 16 fabulous days
beginning in Perth.
Your first inland stop on this guided
holiday is the amazing Wave Rock
and onward to fascinating Kalgoorlie
before your exploration of that
beautiful coastline commences
in Esperance and also includes
Margaret River, Albany, Fremantle
and even interacting with dolphins
at famous Monkey Mia.
For more information or to book,
call 1300 859 861 or visit aatkings.
com/Australia

TOP END
HIGHLIGHTS
7 -DAYS from $2,199pp*
GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES:

•
•
•

6 nights accommodation
5x breakfasts & 2x dinner
Experienced Travel
Director & Driver Guide

HIGHLIGHTS:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sightseeing tour of Darwin
Mindil Beach sunset
Litchfield National Park
Cruise on Katherine Gorge
Swim at Edith Falls
Kakadu National Park
Nourlangie Lookout

ENQUIRE NOW

1300 859 861
TOUR CODE: DT6V3FS
Departures 12 May - 22 Sep 2019

www.travelmegastore.com.au
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6
THINGS
YOU DIDN’T KNOW
ABOUT FLYING
BY TODD STURM

W

e spoke with Todd
Sturm, travel writer
and international
flight attendant for over a
decade, to answer some
commonly asked questions
about flying.
Why do I have to open my
window shade for take-off and
landing?
Not every airline observes this rule
but many do and for good reason. In
the unlikely event of an emergency,
it is important for flight attendants to
be able to assess conditions outside
the aircraft – especially one that
would require a speedy evacuation.
Why do I have to put my seat
forward on takeoff and landing?
As simple and arbitrary as this
rule might seem, it serves a vital
safety purpose. Flight attendants
are trained to be on the lookout
for anything that might obstruct
or impede a passenger’s ability to
quickly and safely exit an aircraft in
an emergency.
In an evacuation, every second
counts. Seats in the upright position
clear a path to the aisle for the
guests seated behind you, while also
allowing for easy adoption of the
brace position in an emergency.
Why are the cabin lights turned
off during takeoff and landing?
Cabin crew normally dim the cabin
lights on night and early morning
take-off and landings so that
everyone’s vision adjusts to the
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When could I get bumped from a
flight?

outside light. The principal is the
same as the previous window shade
scenario – a darkened cabin allows
cabin crew to more easily assess
conditions outside the aircraft.
What happens to my pet when
flying?
Pets are part of the family, so of
course, we want to make sure that
they are cared for when flying. In
countries like the USA, small house
pets are allowed in a carry case in
the cabin but in Australia, all pets
must be checked in as cargo and
fly in the aircraft hold (with the
exception of guide and service dogs).
It is important to advise your airline
of pet travel at the time you book
your flight as there are limited
spaces available and they need to be
checked in at a different area, usually
outside the terminal where cargo is
accepted.
Pets fly in a pressurised and climate
controlled hold underneath the
cockpit, and are often loaded
just before departure. If you’re
concerned about your pet, a flight
attendant should be able to tell you
if your pet has been loaded. Just ask
before departure, when still at the
gate and before the door has closed.

Airlines never like bumping
passengers from a flight, but as we’ve
all seen, it can, and does happen. To
protect yourself, check-in for your
flight as early as possible. Often, the
last person to check-in, is the first to
get bumped.
If you’re on a flight that offers online
check-in, do it early. That’s the
perfect time to select your seat and
print your boarding pass too.
Another helpful hint is to join your
airline’s frequent flyer program.
Airlines don’t like to inconvenience
any passenger, as disruptions of
any kind can hinder operational
performance, but when having
to choose who to bump from
an overbooked flight, an airline’s
most loyal flyers are more likely to
be spared from getting bumped.
Just make sure your frequent flyer
number is in your booking.
What does “prepare for
departure” & “prepare for
arrival” mean?
‘Prepare for departure’ is made just
after the aircraft door is closed.
This signals the flight attendants to
‘engage’ or ‘arm’ their doors for flight,
meaning that the evacuation slide
will deploy automatically if the door is
opened.
On arrival, the ‘prepare for arrival’
announcement is the cue for cabin
crew to disarm their door. This task
will disengage the evacuation slide,
allowing for the normal operation of
the entry door when at the gate.
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Dublin
48 HOURS
in

By Ronan O’Connell

IMAGE: Temple Bar, Dublin.
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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Christ Church Cathedral, located in The Liberties, Dublin.

To really explore
the rich culture
and history of
Dublin, you need
at least a week
or more to truly
experience it like
a local.
But if you’re short
on time, here’s
a quick 48-hour
guide of top
spots to explore.
RIGHT: St Stephen’s Green park and
the cast iron Ha’penny Bridge.
Images by Ronan O’Connell.

H

ave a short stopover in
Dublin before your tour or
cruise? Then our 48-hour
guide will ensure you get to see
the best of Dublin. But really,
with so much to see and do and
enjoy in the Irish capital, this
cosmopolitan city deserves more
than just a few days.

EVENING ARRIVAL
Irish people are famously social and
as the work day ends, Dublin’s offices
drain and its pubs swell.
Start your trip with the most Irish of
experiences by joining the crowds
downing an after-work pint of beer
at one of the cosy bars along South
Great George’s Street.
Head to Hogan’s bar, which heaves
with revellers who come for the lively
conversation, traditional Irish music
and hearty meals. The Irish stew is
traditional and delectable, with food
served late into the evening.

DAY 1 - NOON
Ireland’s most popular sports are its
indigenous ones – hurling and Gaelic
football – so spend the afternoon
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amid a raucous crowd cheering on
whichever team you fancy.
Hurling is a particularly spectacular
sport, at once dangerous, skilful and
fast-paced.
If there’s no hurling or Gaelic on at
the cavernous Croke Park stadium,
seek out a local match at one of the
many smaller playing grounds across
Dublin.

DAY 1 - EVENING
Irish dancing is surprisingly easy to
learn and there are several places
in central Dublin that run classes for
tourists.
Join one of the two-hour workshops
held by Irish Dance Party
(irishdanceparty.com). You will be
taught three different dances, get to
watch Irish music performances, and
learn about the country’s music and
dance traditions.

DAY 2 - MORNING
Join the locals with an early morning
walk around the city’s most attractive
park, St Stephen’s Green. Then
it’s time to treat yourself at the
renowned Queen of Tarts café in

JANUARY 2019
nearby Cork Hill.

Proclamation of the Irish Republic.

You cannot overlook the full Irish
breakfast, a fattening but oh-sosatisfying plate of pork sausages,
bacon, fried eggs, potato cakes, fried
tomatoes and toast - very Irish and
delicious!

BEFORE YOU DEPART ...

If you’re brave, top that off with an
Irish coffee, which has a wee-drop
of whiskey in it to keep you going for
the rest of the day.

DAY 2 - NOON
Enrich yourself spiritually with a
visit to Ireland’s biggest church, the
800-year-old gothic masterpiece St
Patrick’s Cathedral (St Patrick’s Close,
Wood Quay).
Then continue your architectural
pilgrimage at Trinity College, Ireland’s
oldest university near picturesque
College Park.
Inside Trinity’s main library is the
Long Room, the most majestic
interior space in the country.
More than 60 metres long, with a
lofty, barrel-vaulted ceiling, the Long
Room houses about 200,000 books,
including a precious copy of the 1916

Ireland has one of the proudest
literary heritages in Europe and you
can delve into this history at Marsh’s
Library.
Built in 1701, it was like a second
home for James Joyce, Bram Stoker
and Jonathan Swift, three of Ireland’s
literary giants.
Not only does it boast a vast
collection of rare books, but
it’s delightfully old-fashioned in
appearance, like a library out of a
fairytale.
Just around the corner, you can
finish your trip with a meal at the
Lord Edward, Dublin’s oldest fish
restaurant (Ireland’s seafood is
exquisite).

FIVE HOTSPOTS IN DUBLIN
• Guinness Factory tour
• Dublin Castle
• Ha’penny Bridge
• Jameson Whiskey Distillery
• Malahide Castle

EXPLORE THE
EMERALD
ISLE
COUNTRY ROADS
OF IRELAND
- 12 DAYS FROM $3,643pp Experience the wild, enchanting
coastal routes as you explore
the Emerald Isle.
Along the way you’ll encounter
ruined castles, quiet lakes,
natural wonders and legendary
tales.

FOCUS ON IRELAND
- 7 DAYS FROM $2,339pp A private tour of Trinity College
with fast-track entry to the
Book of Kells, a Jaunting Car
ride in Killarney, luscious
green countryside, dramatic
coastal scenery and the angelic
Irish voices all make for an
exceptional journey.

IRELAND AND
SCOTLAND
- 14 DAYS FROM $4,747pp Despite the many regional
variations between Ireland and
Scotland, they share a natural
affinity, tracing back to their
Gaelic roots, together with
stunning landscapes, and warmhearted communities.

IRELAND & BRITAIN
EXPLORER
- 13 DAYS FROM $4,424pp The leisurely pace and beauty
of the Irish countryside blends
with historic English towns,
Welsh hospitality and the
austere Scottish Highlands, for a
truly memorable exploration of
the British Isles.

FIND OUT MORE
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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Want to book online?

CLICK on the LINKS

TOP: Finolhu Villas Maldives; beach on Bintan Island MIDDLE: The breath-taking Finolhu Villas,
Maldives BOTTOM: Sahoro, Hokkaido. Images courtesy Club Med.
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ALL-INCLUSIVE
CLUB MED STYLE
A CLUB MED RESORT IS AN ALL-INCLUSIVE
HOLIDAY FILLED WITH SURPRISES...

A

s the pioneers of
the all-inclusive
experience, a Club
Med getaway will give you
the freedom and peace-ofmind to share unforgettable
experiences with those you
love - and with new friends
you’re yet to meet.
The Club Med philosophy is simple
– arrive as strangers, and leave as
friends with a whole lot of fun along
the way!
The magic begins with a large
behind-the-scenes team dedicated
to catering to your every desire.
An expert team of friendly, multilingual G.O.s (that’s Club Med
terminology for gracious organisers)
and G.E.s (gracious employees), will
make you feel at home the very
moment you arrive.
But, what really sets Club Med apart
is the all-inclusive approach and the
unique experiences and surprises.
All-inclusive at Club Med means
exactly that. All meals, drinks
(except a selection of top-shelf),
entertainment, accommodation, kid’s
clubs, sports and activities, Wi-Fi and
more, are all included in the one,
upfront price.
The convenience of an all-inclusive
pricing soon becomes clear.
No reaching for your wallet at every
turn, and no giant bill to pay at
check-out.
Then consider Club Med’s fivestar treatment. All-day dining with

a multi-course gourmet dinner in
the evening, a premium open bar,
specialty sundowners and perhaps
an after-dinner liqueur or brandy,
not to mention hours of water
sports, activities, beach lounges and
ice creams, and you’ll soon see that
Club Med is no ordinary getaway.
Offering unbelievable value for
money, the Club Med all-inclusive
holiday is truly the only way to go and
where the little things will make for
an unforgettable experience.
Follow the music to a cocktail party
in an ancient olive grove; take an
evening snowshoe into the woods
where piping hot chocolate in a
moonlit clearing await, or become a
Cirque du Soleil trapeze artist in one
simple lesson.
Club Med works quietly to make
sure memories are your take home
souvenirs. That goes for any of the
70+ Club Med resorts and properties
globally.
It’s not just about the pristine white
sandy beach holiday in the Maldives,
Mauritius, Mexico, Caribbean, Asia,
Portugal or Greece either.
Consider an all-inclusive ski getaway
in the mountains of China or Japan,
or the Alps of France, Switzerland
or Italy. Here, all-inclusive means
your snow-gear hire, ski lessons,
lift passes, childcare and loads of
apres-ski fun are all included in the
experience.
Whether you choose an all-inclusive
holiday for the down time, the
entertainment, for its all-inclusive
pricing, or all the above, Club Med
offers a world of discovery.

ALL PACKAGES
INC. RETURN
FLIGHTS
BINTAN ISLAND
- 7 DAYS FROM $2,549pp Asia’s best kept secret is just a
short ferry ride from Singapore.
A perfect harmony of Indonesia’s
raw natural beauty and endless
ways to rejuvenate body and
soul.

MALDIVES PARADISE
- 7 DAYS FROM $5,056pp This luxury eco-friendly private
island resort will take your
breath away with its beautiful
natural surroundings. The
award-winning Finolhu Villas
Maldives are an oasis of peace
and privacy.

SKI JAPAN
- 7 DAYS FROM $3,525pp Recognised as one of the best
travel destinations in Asia,
Hokkaido promises a fun-filled
experience for all. Includes ski
gear, lessons and lift passes.

SWISS ALPS SKIING
- 7 DAYS FROM $3,799pp At the foot of the Swiss Alps,
you’ll find the birthplace of
Alpine skiing. Club Med Saint
Moritz Roi Soleil is the ideal
choice for an all-inclusive family
skiing holiday.
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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By Matt Scott

EUROPEAN RAIL JOURNEYS
GLACIER EXPRESS
Taking almost eight hours to
complete, the Glacier Express
journey has a reputation for being
the slowest ‘express’ in the world.
The benefit of course, is that it’s one
of the world’s most beautiful train
routes linking the two mountain
resorts of St. Moritz and Zermatt in
the Swiss Alps. The journey extends
over 291 bridges, through 91 tunnels
and at it’s highest point, reaches
2,033 metres (6,670 feet) in altitude
at the Oberalp Pass.
Travelling through some of the
most stunning mountain scenery
in Europe, the landscapes include
alpine meadows, mountain streams,
snow peaked mountains and glacial
valleys. www.glacierexpress.ch

HARZER
SCHMALSPURBAHNEN
Situated in the Harz mountains of
central Germany, this route connects
the main cities of Wernigerode,
Nordhausen and Quedlinburg, as
well as several smaller towns in the
region. All up, the route extends
over 140km (87 miles) through
stunning forests and past incredible
mountain ranges. Renowned for
being the longest narrow gauge
track in Germany and featuring
only steam locomotives, the Harzer
Schmalspurbahnen is a unique way
to discover this relatively unexplored
area of Germany. www.bahn.co.uk

EUROSTAR
What better way to travel between
England and the European continent,
than with Eurostar? Perfect for a
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weekend break or extended trip, the
high-speed rail link between London
and Paris takes just 2 hours and 30
minutes.
Eurostar operates from three
English terminals: London, Ashford,
and Ebbsfleet, with direct services
to northern France, central Paris,
Disneyland Paris, Brussels and ‘Snow
Train’ routes to southern France,
all at a top speed of 300km/h (186mph). With three classes of travel
and a well-stocked buffet and bar
area, there is no better way to travel.
www.eurostar.co.uk

THE ORIENT EXPRESS
Few names conjure up images of
luxury and indulgence like the Orient
Express. The setting of mystery
novels and dozens of films, the
romance of this rail journey only
increases with time.
This ‘Great Rail Journey’ offers luxury
from a bygone era as it visits some of
Europe’s best loved cities, including
London, Venice, Rome, Budapest
and Prague. A journey you’ll never
forget, The Orient Express offers
accommodation and dining unlike
any other. www.orient-express.com

THE WEST HIGHLAND
RAILWAY
The West Highland Line, running
from Glasgow to Fort William and
Mallaig, is one of Britain’s top rail
journeys. Taking passengers back
in time to when steam was the only
means of propulsion. The West
Highland passes through the wild
Rannoch Moor, through hills and
bogs, and within view of Ben Nevis Scotland’s Highest Peak. One of the

highlights of the journey is passing
over the Glenfinnan Viaduct- one
of the largest concrete engineering
feats of the late 19th-Century. The
bridge was made even more famous
with its appearance in the Harry
Potter films. www.firstgroup.com/
scotrail

THE TRANS SIBERIAN
RAILWAY
The longest in the world, the TranSiberian Railway is the ultimate
train journey - and quite possibly
the coldest if you go in winter.
The expansive route spans two
continents, all in a single country.
There are three routes that travellers
can take to explore the Siberian
expanse; The Moscow-to-Vladivostok
route at over 9,000km (6,000 miles)
and two routes from Moscow to
Beijing; one through Mongolia, taking
six days and almost 8,000km (5,000
miles) or one which takes almost a
week to complete via Manchuria.
Pass through Europe and cross
almost the width of Asia, clattering
your way along almost a third of the
globe. www.Siberianrail.com

JUNGFRAUBAHN
At only 9km (5.5-miles) long, great
railway journeys don’t get much
shorter. Running from Kleine
Scheidegg to the highest railway
station in Europe at Jungfraujoch,
this cog railway continues almost
entirely through a tunnel that’s built
into the infamous Eiger. Two stations
in the middle of the tunnel allow
passengers to disembark and look
out over the stunning mountain
views.

JANUARY 2019
With tickets costing around $AUD125
return, this classic but short route
does not come cheap, but well worth
the expense. www.jungfraubahn.ch

THE FLAM RAILWAY
This 20km (12-mile) line travels
between Myrdal (at 865 metres
(2,838 feet) above sea level) to Flam,
which is nestled in the Fjords at
sea level. This is an incredible feat
of engineering, one of the steepest
non-cog railways in the world, and
one of Norway’s most spectacular
tourist attraction.

BELOW:
Venice Simplon
Orient Express by
Belmond; Eastern
and Oriental Express
by Sheryll Latham;
Schmalspurbahnen
by Volker Schadach.

Boasting views of one of the world’s
longest Fjords, with its deep river
valleys and airy peaks, the train
seemingly clings to the side of the
mountains in an unforgettable
journey. www.flaamsbana.no

THE DANUBE EXPRESS
Explore the very best of Eastern
Europe with luxury train travel on the
‘Hotel on Wheels.’
From the mythical delights of
Transylvania and the fairy tale
cities of Budapest and Prague,
to the hidden gems of Sofia and
Krakow, the Danube Express offers
six classic journeys across the
former Soviet States, combining
rich history and beautiful cities with
stunning scenery. For those with a
longing for the classic days of rail
travel there is even the option to
combine voyages into an epic Central
and Eastern Europe exploration.
www.danube-express.com

THE STENDHAL
Board in Paris in the evening and
wake up in Venice the following
morning, or continue onward to
Rome. Saying goodbye to the City
of Lights, the journey takes in
picturesque villages, the hills of
southern France, and the Simplon
Tunnel under the Alps.
With a range of sleepers available from six and four berth couchettes,
or one to three berth sleepers the Stendhal might not have the
luxurious reputation found on other
rail lines, but with reasonble cheap
tickets in most classes of travel, it is
a timeless (and cheaper) way to visit
one of the greatest cities in Italy.

CALL 1300 859 861 TODAY
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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ith so many
spectacular sights
to explore in this
world, it can be difficult
deciding exactly where to go.
But, if you want to be immersed in
culture, find the hidden gems and go
off-the-beaten path, then trust your
travels to On the Go Tours.
From grand palaces to historic
temples, hot desert plains to snowy
mountain peaks and safaris at
sunrise; On the Go Tours brings the
world to you with authentic world
adventures ... only made better with
our exclusive 2-4-1 deals!

AFRICAN SAFARI - TANZANIA
For one of the most beautiful
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TAKE A STEP BACK
IN HISTORY TO
DISCOVER ANCIENT
LANDS WITH OUR
EXCLUSIVE 2-4-1
DEALS WITH TOUR
SPECIALISTS
ON THE GO TOURS

morning out, the smell of a cooked
breakfast lures you to the shade of
an African tree to dine.
The middle of the day and
afternoons are normally a lazy time
in the African bush but when evening
approaches and the temperatures
begin to cool, the animals become
active again. Head out on an evening
safari drive, before enjoying a dinner
and campfire back at base.

sunrises in the world, look no further
than Tanzania’s Serengeti Plains.

Explore the magnificent Serengeti on
On the Go Tours ‘Tanzania Wildlife
Week’ over 7-days. Take advantage
of our exclusive 2-4-1 deals today!

Morning is also the perfect time for
spotting animals on safari, so take
advantage of the early hours on the
first game drive of the day. After a

In north Vietnam, the beautiful
emerald waters studded with
limestone karsts and tall spire islands

HALONG BAY - VIETNAM

JANUARY 2019
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CLOCKWISE: The beautiful waters of Vietnam’s Halong Bay; Amber Fort , Jaipur,
India; and sunset over Tanzania’s Serengeti Plains, Africa.

topped by rainforests in Halong Bay
is best explored aboard a luxury,
traditional wooden boat.

you’ll find the famous Giza Plateau,
the launch pad for viewing the iconic
pyramids and Sphinx.

It’s when floating on the water you
can truly appreciate these natural
wonders up-close.

Explore the tombs and temples of
the ancient necropolis of Saqqara,
a vast ancient burial ground, and
home to the Zhoser’s step pyramid,
built during the Third Dynasty and
designed for the afterlife of Pharaoh
Djoser.

Declared a World Nature Heritage
site by UNESCO in 1994, you may
recognise Halong Bay from the many
movies filmed in the labrinyth of
waterways.
Explore the stunning waters of
Halong Bay on On the Go Tours
‘Very Vietnam’ over 10-days. Take
advantage of our exclusive 2-4-1
deals today!

GIZA PYRAMIDS - EGYPT
Giza, an Egyptian city on the west
bank of the Nile, near Cairo, is where

Visit Giza and Egypt on On the Go
Tours ‘King Ramses’ 13-day tour with
our exclusive 2-4-1 deals today!

AMBER FORT – JAIPUR, INDIA
The city of Jaipur is affectionately
known by its nickname, ‘The Pink
City’, earned in 1876 when Maharaja
Ram Singh II painted the city pink to
welcome the then Prince of Wales

(later King Edward VII).
Jaipur’s most famed attraction is the
lavish Amber Fort, built in 1592 atop
a hill overlooking Maota Lake.
The impressive fort is an extensive
palace complex with a series of
gates, cobbled paths and manicured
courtyards to explore.
Built from pale yellow and pink
sandstone and white marble, a visit
to Jai Mandir (Hall of Victory) is of
particular note for its unique and
stunning inlaid panels and multimirrored ceilings.
Visit ancient Jaipur and Amber Fort
on On the Go Tours ‘Taj Traveller’
over 8-days. Take advantage of our
exclusive 2-4-1 deals today on all Taj
Travellers series of tours!
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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ar North Queensland,
or Tropical North
Queensland is best
known for the twin natural
wonders of the Great Barrier
Reef and World Heritage
Rainforest. And you could
add golf courses to the list.
Between Cairns and the sleepy
rainforest town of Mossman, there’s
a collection of challenging courses
that range from championshipquality 18-hole layouts to local
country classics - 75 kms of topnotch golf with a uniquely tropical
flavour.
And what’s more, blessed with plenty
of sunshine and a seductive climate,
the courses are playable all-yearround.
Away from the golf there’s naturally
an abundance of off-course activities
from scuba diving on the reef, trips
to Cape Tribulation to some of the
best black marlin fishing in the world.
Travelling to the golf courses is an
attraction in itself.
Driving north from Cairns along the
scenic Captain Cook Highway - a
spectacular coast road that skirts
lovely palm-fringed beaches creates
a sense of anticipation for teeing it
up in the tropics.
To whet your appetite here are five
of the best courses in the region.

PARADISE PALMS
Standing on the clubhouse balcony
that overlooks the lush Paradise
Palms layout, with the tree-blanketed
Great Dividing Range rising up to
the right and the Coral Sea off in the
distance to the left - there are few
more beautiful vistas in Australian
golf.
Since opening in 1990 this
championship layout has continually
ranked amongst the country’s top
100 golf courses.
With sweeping fairways, snaking
creeks, narrow undulating greens
and close to one hundred bunkers,
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Tropi

NOR
QUEEN
to a T
steering your golf ball around
Paradise Palms is definitely one of
the trickier tasks you’ll encounter in
Far North Queensland.
There are plenty of great holes at
Paradise Palms, but there is one that
will be etched in your memory long
after you leave - the 182-metre par3 seventh arguably one of the best
three shot holes in the tropics.
From the elevated tee, a solid and
accurate strike is required. Just in
front of the steeply rising green, a
creek from the left drains into a rockbanked lake that guards all of the
right side.
Three bunkers and some hollows
stiffen the test.
This is a demanding hole that

requires the most careful strategy.
Paradise Palms is the pick of the
bunch and a ‘must play.’

PALMER SEA REEF
When you first glimpse the Palmer
Sea Reef Golf Club in Port Douglas, it
provides an unforgettable sight with
emerald green fairways divided in
two by a brilliant segment of pristine
rainforest.
This is one of the few tropical links
in the world, and without the lush
vegetation, you could be excused for
thinking you’re on a seaside course
in Ireland or Scotland.
Renowned designers Thomson,
Wolveridge and Perrett have
incorporated classic links ingredients
– rolling fairways, swales, humps

JANUARY 2019
contrasting nines.
The front, or Reef Nine, lies on sand
close to Four-Mile Beach and weaves
through dense shrubs and trees with
the occasional glimpse of the Coral
Sea.
The back, or Mountain Nine, is
generally regarded as being the
tougher stretch of holes.
Golfers must tread warily around
the ponds and creeks that come into
play on several holes as they are
home to estuarine crocodiles.
“Hazards take on a new meaning
here,” says one of the golf porters
with a wry smile. “There’s definitely a
few around, sometimes up to threemetres in length.”

ical

CAIRNS GOLF CLUB

RTH
NSLAND
TEE
and hollows, small pot bunkers and
greens into the design.
Add in the unpredictable nature
of coastal winds and you have a
demanding test.
The 310-metre ninth, ‘Ulysses’ is one
of the signature holes - a marvellous
showpiece of golf in the tropics,
with the short par-4 culminating
in an undulating green framed to
perfection by tropical rainforest.
It’s around here that the iridescent
blue butterfly of the same name can
be seen fluttering in and out of the
canopy.
After your round, re-count every
moment over a frosty beer or two
on the verandah of the beautiful
Queenslander-style clubhouse

overlooking the course.

MIRAGE COUNTRY CLUB
One of the main attractions of the
beachfront luxury five-star Sheraton
Mirage is the adjoining resortstyle golf course set in magnificent
rainforest and designed by Mike
Wolveridge and multiple British Open
champion Peter Thomson.
The 18 holes were officially opened
in 1988 with the then world’s richest
Skins game when Jack Nicklaus, Greg
Norman and Curtis Strange arrived
to play for $2.2 million, putting the
golf course firmly on the tourist map.
The Mirage Country Club’s 6200
metre layout contains the unusual
combination of six par 3’s, six par
4’s and six par 5’s all within two

The oldest golf course in Cairns
(established in 1923) may not have
the difficulty of Paradise Palms or be
blessed with coastal views but it’s still
an enjoyable track and for value it’s
hard to beat.
Set in an established tropical
setting amongst palms trees with
a mountain backdrop, lakes and
bunkers its less than ten minutes’
drive from the tourist bustle of the
city.
At just 6,152 metres from the
back tees, it’s a short course by
contemporary standards, but there
are enough testing shots to push the
best players to make par.
An impressive feature of the layout is
the quality of its par-threes.
While the 210-metre fifth rates as the
most difficult of the par-3’s, one of
the standout holes is the 158-metre
par-3 11th which presents golfers
with a long carry to a large green
encircled by Pandanus palms, a
distinctive feature of the course.

MOSSMAN GOLF CLUB
The last 18-hole course on Australia’s
east coast, Mossman Golf Club offers
a local country feel combined with
good old-fashioned hospitality.
Fairways are tight and lined with
jungle so dense, that only stray golf
balls can penetrate.
Play with your head and you will be
CONTINUED P46
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rewarded, but try and muscle your
way through and this sleepy track will
bite.
The layout is a botanical
smorgasbord with black wattles,
melaleucas, stringy barks and
Alexander Palms just some of the
flora in abundance.
Whether you enjoy a rainforest walk
with golf clubs or you are a golfer
who loves tropical golf, make sure to
include Mossman in your Far North
Queensland five - it’s the region’s
best kept secret and a real gem.

OFF-COURSE ATTRACTIONS
CLOCKWISE: Skyrail
Rainforest Cableway by
Andrew Marshall; Paradise
Palms by Andrew Marshall;
13th hole at Mirage Country
Club by Andrew Marshall;
Great Barrier Reef by
Tourism Queensland.

Underwater Playground
Experience the colour and beauty of
the Great Barrier Reef up close and
personal.
Reef cruising, scuba diving and
snorkelling provide an opportunity to
observe the marine life and intricate
coral gardens.
There are many tour operators in
the region. One of the best is Port
Douglas tour operator Quicksilver
Cruises who offer snorkelling, diving
and reef cruises. www.quicksilvercruises.com
The Beach Life
The further north of Cairns you
travel, the more beautiful and
deserted the beaches become.
One of the best is Palm Cove
- the premier beach in tropical
Queensland which has claimed
several awards for its beauty.
At Port Douglas, you can soak up the
sunshine and stroll the palm-fringed
sands of famed Four-Mile Beach.
Skyrail Rainforest Cableway
Billed as the world’s most beautiful
rainforest experience, Skyrail offers
a unique perspective from treetop
height of Queensland’s tropical
rainforest.
Spanning 7.5 kms (currently the
world’s longest gondola cableway)
between Smithfield and Kuranda
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over a World Heritage listed
rainforest, you’ll be carried in
gondola cabins metres above
the rainforest canopy revealing
panoramic views of the forest, the
Coral Sea and the Cairns tropical
region. www.skyrail.com.au
Natural Wonders
An absolute must-see is the
incredibly beautiful Cape Tribulation
Coast north of Port Douglas.
Here the rainforest runs into the
sea and the only place in the world
where two World Heritage areas - the
Great Barrier Reef and the Daintree
Rainforest- exist side by side in all its
natural glory.
Mossman Gorge
Just five minutes’ drive west of
Mossman is Mossman Gorge, an
accessible and scenic section of the
World Heritage listed Daintree.
Here, the Mossman River tumbles its
way over and around huge boulders
that line the gorge creating cool clear
freshwater swimming holes.
Walk as far as the suspension bridge
across the river or explore the 2.7km
rainforest loop trail.

YOUR GOLF
COURSE
GUIDE
PARADISE PALMS

(20 mins north of Cairns)
www.paradisepalms.com.au

PALMER SEA REEF

Port Douglas
(1 hour north of Cairns)
www.palmergolf.com.au

MIRAGE COUNTRY CLUB

Port Douglas
(1 hr north of Cairns)
www.miragecountryclub.com.au

CAIRNS GOLF CLUB

(10 mins south of the city)
www.cairnsgolfclub.com.au

MOSSMAN GOLF CLUB

(1hr 20 mins north of Cairns)
www.mossmangolfclub.com.au

Ever wondered what it would be
like to play golf at a variety of
courses and save on green fees
every time you play?
My241 Golf gives members
access to more than 200
participating courses, including
private clubs and championship
courses, with instant savings up
to 50% on green fees.
With more than 400 discount
golf offers, including more
than 200 special 2FOR1 deals,
members can play and save
wherever they live or travel to
play golf throughout Australia.
Want to try? Well now you can
with this special offer from Golf
Megastore in partnership with
My241 Golf giving you 3-months
FREE membership to see for
yourself how great the My241
Golf program is.
Visit www.golfmegastore.
com.au to join or for more
information.

FIND OUT MORE
www.travelmegastore.com.au
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Let our

TRAVEL
SOLUTIONS
SPECIALISTS
plan your next holiday...

Call 1300 859 861 or visit
www.travelmegastore.com.au

